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REV E R I Ej 

O R, A 

PKght to the Pamdife of Fools. 

..— 1^ ' ■ ' ■ ■ ■< 

C.H A P. I 

Thefcheme changes with the fcene, A remarkahle 
injlance of military equity. The foldier*s view 
in war. Every man for himfelf^ the rule in 
war as will aspeace» 

THE feats of herolfoi, and the glory, 
which according to the general pre- 
judices of mankind, I had been ac- 
cuilomed to aiTociate with the Idea of war, 
made me promife myfelf much pleafure from 
this change. The fpirit read my fentiments 
in my looks, and fmiling expreffively, '^ You 
" are now going to take a view of fcenes, 
*^ (faid he) the nature of which ^ill make vour 
** utmoft care leguifite, to efcape the WVu^vou^ 
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*^ which furround them on every fide^ and are 
** fo ftrong as to deceive the very adlors of them. 
<^The limitation of the human faculties^makes- 
^^ it neceflary, that objeds (hould be prefented 
" to you in a regular fucceiSon ; as that gene* 
*' rai view which conveys knowledge intuitive- 
*' ly to fuperior beings, would only dazzle your 
*^ mind, and involve it in perplexity and con- 
*' fufion. But this the more important duties 
** of my office will not permit my attending to, 
•' at prefent. I hav4J already devoted as much 
•* time to your gratification as I can fpare. You 
*' muft therefore proceed alone, and make your 
*' now obfervations. For this reafon it will be 
** proper to place you immediately in the fcene 
** of aftion. Your attention will there be freed 
<^ from . thcL.diftra^aioa . of. a. maradifiaat and. 
*' complicated view ; and you (hall have other 
** affiftanccs, to remedy the inconvenience of 

** mv abfence.** Saying this, he took my 

hand, and t|-anfported me, inftantaneoufly, in 
the lame manner as before, into the country 
which was the feat of the war. 

High as my expcilations had been, this nearer 
view of the paths of human glory chilled my 
foul. I turned my eyes away in horror; and, 
in the inftinftive impulfc of affright, moved 
clofe to my guide for proteflion. "I have 
** often cautioned you (refumed he, in an ac- 
•* cent of reproof) againft forming your judge- 
** ment of any thing too precipitately. But 
'' now you were delighted at the thought of 
" this profpedl. In a moment, you fickcn at 
*« the fight. Is this confiftent with the charac- 
<' ter of a rational being? Your prefent fears 
'* of danger to yourfclf arc as idly groundlefs, 
. . ^ . ** as 
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*^ as your hopes of receiving pleafurc, from be- 
*' holding the miferies of others, were then un- 
*' juftifiaMe. 1 have told you, that your form 
*• is imperceptible to human fenfe* It is alfo 
*' impaffive to the injuries which afFc(5t morta- 
** lity, under all the weaknefs and impeifcdions 
*• of which you fee the beingb- before you la- 
«« hour, as ftrongly as when in your world. 
** You may therefore mix with the multitude 
*• without apprehenfion, and make your re- 
*• marks on every thing that occurs, with deli- 
*• beration and eafe ; to enable you to do which^ 
*' I^ave freed your mind from the prejudices 
** that have hitherto obftrudted'your reafon, fo 
** that you will now behold all things in their 
*' genuine colours ; and as fome knowledge of 
*• the paft lives of the perfons concerned in the 
" fcenes you are going to enter into, may oc- 
*♦ cafionally be neceffary to explain their prefent 
«• a6lions, your faculties are enlarged with a 
** power of looking back, and reviewing the 
** whole feries, as readily and diftindlly as you 
** do the objefls^ recorded in your memory. 
*' Your motion alfo, as you are unincumbered 
** with matter, depend abfolutely on your will, 
*' by a fingle adl of which you may tranfport 
** yourfelf whither-foever you pleafe, in an in- 
** ftant; and fo trace the moft complicated 
** tranfaftions through all their intricate extent, 
** from their obfcure caufes, to their as unex- 
•* pcded conclafions, with precifion and per- 
«• fpicuity. A right ufe of thefe advantages will 
«« give your curiofity the moft rational fatisfac- 
** tion. Nor are you confined to any particu- 
** lar fcene. When your foul is fur felted with 
•* war and fickens at the thought o^ tu\\\x.^i^ 

B 2 ^^ ^OX>J^ 
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^' glory, you are at liberty to feek new fubjeiSis 
«* of remark, through all the wide extent of 
*' human life, which is expanded to your view. 
^ One thing, though, I mud caution you 
** againft, forget not that you are a meer un- 
•' concerned fpeSor of all the events you be- 
^^ hold ', nor prefume on any account to inter- 
** pofe, be they ever fointereftingtoyou. The 
«* Icaft attempt of this kind will inftantaneouf- 
•** ly deprive you for-ever of the indulgence you 
^' now enjoy. I am fummoned hence. When 
*« it is proper tQ recondudl you to the world of 
•« man, I will attend. Till then, obferve the cau- 
*« tion I have given you, and proceed without 
•* farther limitation or reftraint. " — With thefe 
words he vani(hed from my fight. 

The firft emotion of my furprize at being - 
left in fuch a condition may be eafily conceived. 
But they lafted not long. I foon felt the ad- 
v^antages of the favours beftowedfo liberally up- 
on me; in the confcioufnefs of which I loft all 
fear, and diredly prepared to avail myfelf of 
them, iti the moft extenfive manner. ^ The 
more than martial animofity with which this 
w^r appeared, by the defolation of the country, 
Hod the mifcries of the inhabitants, to be car- 
ii^fi on, made me conclude that it muft have 
arifen from fome moft important caufe. To 
learn thi^ I direflly entered into the army that 
lay neareft to me, where I imagined I thould 
readily receive the information! wanted jjudg* 
ing that every individual muft be acquainted 
with the motives for a war in which he ha- 
zarded his life, and of courfe they muft be the 
fubje£t of the general converfation. 

The 
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The army was compofed of mercenaries of d if^ 

• ferent nations hired by a foreign power; whofe 
' own fubjed^s made a confiderable part of it, tho 

tinder the fupreme command ofone of the formdi^ 
and was led hither, into the country of an ally 
and friend, according to the rules of military 
equity, to defend the fovereign'is own dominions 
from the invafion of an enemy, who with equal 
juftice marched his forces to the indlfcriminate 
opprefEon of friends and foes, through whofe 
territories they jxiffed, to wreak his vengeance 

• on this part of his adverfary's fubje£ls, for in- 
juries he imagined he had received frool another,, 
who were fliperior to his power, and with- 

' whom thefe had no connection in nature or 
iiitereft, other thai! (in this cafe) the misforturre 
of being under the gdvernmerH of the fame fo- 
Tereigni 

This general acct)unt t foon learned, and^ fa w 

abundantly confirmed, both by the appearance 

of the^rmy^ and the manner of its proceeding ^ 

•but of the real origin of the war, or the ehd 

propofed by it, except pbntdei^ and^^v ^be fol- 

diers- appeared utterly ignorant, and indeed' un* 

concerned about them, plodding mechanically 

. to the field to fight, with as much' indifference: 

as oxen do to plou^* 

Shocked at an infenfibility fo djfgraceful to» 
beings who boaft'of the bl effing of' reafon, I 
- advanced to the commander^ from whom I: 
hoped to learn fomething fatisfa£tory, in mat- 
ters fo immediately condU<5led by hiitifelf. He 
-was fetting in his tent, at a table covered with 
difpatches he bad juft received from the court 
•by which he was employed.' When hehad 
"looked them oycr^ with evident ^Vi\«:^tci^ -^Vv^ 
B 3 ^\^\o. 



.6 THEREVER,IE. 

^ifrcgard. " Thcfe people (faid he) muft think 
** me as great a fool as ^themfelves, to fend 
•* mc fuch orders ; orders which common 
**^£uife finight inform them I will not obey. 
<< The people ^te out of humour^ -forfooth) ftt 
^< the-lepgth and «xpetic€ of the wiar ; .and fo 
*' their wii'e mailer-s want me topuih it with 
'^* riBOFervigour, toi)ringat to arconclufion. But 
^* .they wil) findahemfelves mifiaken, I promife 
*^ >them. -Ho! No! -I will have no geiloral 
*^ ai^ions ; .noti^ng that can poffibly bedeciriv.e 
«* eicherway. TlMt is not my Uufinefs. The 
*< prx>fits .of my .command are too confiderable 
*^ to be thrown away in. that manner. If I 
*^ ihould be beaten, they will inftantly chufe 
** another .^neral^ rwitbout ever coniidering 
^* that I only obeyed their own orders* And if 
<< I obtain a compleat victory » the var is at 
** an-fnd; s^nd of coi^rfe iny profit alfo. No f 
** No I I will have no deciftve a&'ons. While 
^ they are mafUraofaducatto^paymC) I will 
'< : prc^rad the war* HVben their money is all 
^ .Ipent, they may go to battle as foon as they 
*^ will; and whether they winorlofe, is a mat« 
^^ ter of indifference to me. In the mean timet.. 
^< they Ihall hswe marchings and ikirmifliing 
** enough, to fatisfy their )pa£Elon for fighting, 
*' -and prevent their complaining of idlenefs. I 
^* am commarader in chief; and while I am, I 
"^^ willxlojuftwhatlpleafe, which is tx> promote 
^< my own intereftas .much as .1 fioifibly can. 
*^ If I can manage matters fo, as to hold my 
^' poft for too or three campaigns<more, I (ball 
*^ .get momiry enough to fiipport the dignity of 
^* my illuftrious. houfe with proper fplendour. 
*• Hot is it poffible for them to detc^ my di^^ 
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•« fign. The difproportion in numbers between 
•♦ my army, and that of the cneitiy, is fuch'as 
•* fufficientlyjuftifiesmy cautious condu£l; fet 
"•« *^he*ftrnc time, that the diffefcnce inthe ap- 
•* ptiintiilcritsarid'gobdnefs dfthe men fecufes 
** me^frbtn danger of difgrace, and makes the 
*• gibpy I tttquire in thrs defenfive war cheaply 
•• earned. Indeed the greateft difficulty oftfen 
*» is to divide their fdrce, and -dir eft thief r ar- 
•* dour in fuch a 'mariner, as to t>rev^rit th^ir 
** (fefeitihg £hcir enemies totally, againft all 
*• difadvatltdges, and contrary to my intfeh- 
•« tioris:" 



CH A^P. II. 

Jlgildei Mt'to edtcb a gudgifon. The bejl c^refor 
a mtMUmmal Jkrfett I toitb a mw motive /or 
mutk^Hm the fnilitmy life.' 

HAVtNG firilflfcdliis tnedftations, lie went 
otft'tca niilhber of his dfficciis, who^^t- 
lte»(ted tt -thfe ^HtPteftct of liis t^nt. His beha- 
iiffcrtA-'on^this o^bafio'nh(he>ved the tnailerfy a^id- 
<drefe^JthMrhlcbhe'|)uiTued hisprivatt fcKeq^e. 
T^*iskWh Ciourftfym^h 'he fpdke with tlieijt- 
inoft indiflrerence ; and giving them fome gcne- 
:nilOfder^ ftboutthedutibs'ofchecamt), flKifhifled 
'fh€m "flightly, and with an appear«riCfe. tJf dif- 
tfltJcm. But to th6 foreigners, by whdfetevfefei|;^n 
Ive ti^as'employed, he c^ried Wmfelf lii'quite.a 
diffbrcftt manner* His eye ^bre a Vmife 6f 'fa- 
mitiarrty and complatfance, whenever it fa t 
Ibc flEie^feft iUbaltern of the cotps •, ^rv4\i^St\t3L- 
£4 ^\^\ 
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pled not to compliment them, at the expence of 
the reft of the army, by propoling their exam- 
ple to general imitation. 

So flattering a preference had the defigned 
affe£^ ', the fatigues and dangers by which they 
acquired it were immediately forgot y and they 
even appeared ^ager to undertake more, to fup- 
port fo diftinguifned an honour. 

The general faw with fecret pleafurc the 
ardour with which he had inflamed them; and 
r'efolved he would not let it cool, for want of 
employment. Advancing to their particular 
commander, who juft then joined him, ^* &ly 
** dear friend, (faid he, with an air of the moft 

../* cordial efleemj I have this moment received 
«* f6mc int'elligfehec, that enables nie to give 
•* your brave countrymen an opportunity of 
*^ iignalizing that valour which has eftablfhed' 

.^ ** them in riie exalted reputation of being the 

' *< beft foldiersinthe liniverfc. You will Wc£l 
** five thoufand whoniyou thinly moftproper, 
** and let them be ready to march an hour be- 
«* before night. When you return from doing 

/^Mhat, we will concert our meaAires, and fix 
** on a peribn to carry them into execution. It 
*< is a maller-flroke, and will do honour to any 
**, officer ; for I cannot doubt of the fuccefs of 
** in eriterprize undertaken by your gallant 
** countrymen.'* 

The officer, who free from deceit himfelf, 
fufptfte^ none hi any body elfe, heard him with 
thehigheftjey, and glowing with a paffion for 
glory, which the general thus artfully fanned,, 
refolvedj without even waiting to know the na- 
ture of the attempt, to take the command him- 
fe/f, and fo reap all the honour.. " Ypur IJigh- 
. *« ncfii. 
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^* ncfs (anfwered he, with evident emotion ) 
** does them honour by all your commands. I 
•* fliall not have any occafion for felcding,. 
** wh^re all are equally good, and equally am- 
^^'-bttious of meriting your approbation. As 
•* for an officer for the command, I believe I 
*• can find one to whom, I hope, your HigK- 
** nefs will have no objeftion." 

Saying this, he proceeded dire<aiy to getevery 
thing ready, .while the reft of the army^ inftead 
of being ofFended at having the poft of honour 
thus partially given from them, hugged them- 
fclves in the eafe and fafety th^y enjoyed by the 
difgrace. 

There was fomcthing fo flriking in the rea- 
dincfi with which the officer catched at the bait- 
that was laid for him, that I became fomc- how 
anxious for the event, and refolved to obferve 
him particularly through the affair; and there- 
fore followed him, when he went to give the 
neccflary orders to his men. 

If I had been furprifed at the ardour he 
(hewed, I was infinitely more fo, to find that 
the fame fpirit ran thuoug.h all his countrymen i 
the very private foldiers, whofe ftation might 
have been fuppofed to exempt them from the 
cnthufiafiic- notions of honour which idlenefs 
and affluence infpire in the more exalted ranks, 
to fuch a degree as to make men break 
through thefirfflaw of nature, to run into dan* 
ger with delight, turning out to a man, at the 
firft mention of thfe matter; and vying with 
each other who . fhould be of the party ; 
though the appearance of many of them fhew-r 
ed that they were already exhaufted by fa- 
tigue, and wante dreft and refteftittv^ut^ voN^- 
B 5 &v^v^^ 
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ftore their flrength to any degree of jequalitjT 
with ihch- fph-ie. 

Among men afluated by fuch an emulatior\, 
the leaft preference muft have bred cnvy^ and 
been attended with difagreeable confequences. 
Se^lUlIe of this, the officer thanked them all^ 
ih the m oft- engaging manner for their readi- 
ng i but faid, that, according to the indifpen* 
fiBiIc rule of military difcipline, he muft necef- 
farily take thofe whofe duty came in turn, con- 
doling the reft with the thought that they could 
not long want an opportunity^ equally glorious 
of proving their fpirit in an army, where they 
were honoured by the general, with fo peculiar 
a prcheminence. 

This delicate affair being aSjufted, the heroes,^ 
whofe happy foitune it was to go, prepared 
themfelves with the higheft emulation, while 
the others drew off in evident dejection at their 
drfappointment. 

As their leader rode along the lines, to take 
a particular view of them, I obferved that he 
addrefled one of his fubalterns, and was an* 
fwered by him in a ftrain of familiarity, that 
fccmed inconfiftent with the diftance between 
their flaiionj?. **Well 7d?w, (faid the former, 
*' with a fmile) this is a fudden call. How 
*' will Venus bear to have her Mars torn from 
** her arms fofoon ? She ought to have a little 
** longer time to reconcile her to the military 
•• hfe, before flne is left by herfelf in a camp, 

-—-'•* In a camp ! No ! no ! I fhall hardly 
** leave her in a camp.*' 

——"No'! What then do you defignto do 
*< with her ? ** 

^ ■■ ^ * Why J fend her to indulge her medi- 

** tations 
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** tations with her old friend. Will Buck's 
^* L^dy. It will be good entertainment for 
** them to compare notes/' 

— *— " But it you did not mean to keep her 
•• here, why were you at the trouble of bring- 
^ ing her I I imagined it was becaufe you did 
** not know how to part with her."' 

** How to part with her ! I thought.you 

*• knew me better than to think fo. Why 
^* man ! the very contrary was the reafon. If 
<^ I did not deiire to part with her, what (bould 
" make me bring her here ? No! No I It is 
-*' not come to that with me yet. I turned fol- 
•* dier, at firft, merely to get riJ of nty wife ; 
^ and I hope I may be allowed to take the fame 
** method to get lid of^my miftrefs too, wh^n 
^* I am equally, tired of her. Befide, I have 'a 
** better plea now than I had before. My ho- 
" nour, man! My honour is engaged. I muft 
'* not quit my colours upon any account, at 
" fuch a time as this. If the fond charmer 
" fhould take pet, and go home to her friends, 
** with her finger in her eye, to be revenged on 
•f her fwain for his indifference, flie has my fin- 
*« cejc confcnt } nor fhall my beft affiftance be 
" wantingto make an honeft woman of her, by 
*' giCtting hera good hufband.^hehsls examples 
** enough to keep her in countenance. But if 
•* the conftant dove will notdefert her roving 
" mate, why, faith, I do not well know how 
** to fend her back againft her will : and muil 
** in compaffion pay her a vifit now and then; 
** though, Jby the by, it (hall be as feldom ^% 
•* poffible, to give her company fome thing like 
" hoivcltyi which, in my opinion, is the only 
B.6 -i»thitt^ 
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•* thing that can mate the company of any wo- - 

« man tolerable." * 

— — ** But, won't this be breaking faith with ^ 
** her ? I prefume you muft have made her 
•* many fine promifes of love and conftancy, . 
•* before you could bring her to take fuch'a . 
•* ftep?" 

— — " Promifes! Aye, promifes enough -for 
•* the matter of that; but (he was a fool if (Ke 
•* believed them, when (he had •^' proof that- 
•* 1 (hould not keep them, before her eyes. 
*' She could not be fo blindly vain, as not to 
** know that novelty was the only advantage 
•* (he had over my wifr, whom I may proba- 
•' bly return to by and by, for the fame reafon, .. 
*' when a campaign or too (hall have (harpened 
** my appetite. A campaign is the beft reme- 
** dy in nature for a matrimonial furfeit. It 
** cures a man's qualms, and fends him home 
** as keen as a country-bridegroom,** 

" But, are you fure that (Se will leaT'^ 
** you fo readily? The fame fpirit that enabled ' 
*' her to come toTuch a place as this, nrray dif- 
** pute your authority to fend her back. She 
♦• has paid a dear price for your company, and' 
*' may not chufe t o give it up. Women when 
** once they love have much more conftancy in 
*' their temper than men." 

« Conftancy \ Say rather, obftinacy. 

^* But I have taken care of that matter. I 
•* have wrote a letter to my wife, in whicKI 
. *^ made profeffions of the higheft efteem^. and 
** defired the favour of her company, to com-- 
** pleat my happineTs ; promifing, that Chtoe 
*' and I would ftudy her fatisfaflion and plea- 
*' fur^ in every inftanae." ' 

— <«Go'oi 
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■** Good Heavciis! What could ytixn 
•* propofe by that? You could never think file 
•''would be mean, or mad enough, toac- 

'•* cept of fuch an invkation ; an invitation^ 
•« that oply added infult to the iH-treatment 
•' you had given her before." 

'• Accept of it ! Na, I neither cxpe£led nor 
** defired that. I had fchemes of a very difft- 

* f* rent kind in view. ^ Tknow you have never 
*' fufpefled me, for forming, any deep defigns ; 
•' but thiswin convince you of the contrary* 
" This Letter, little- as< you think of it, will 
*^ ferve two very important purpofes. It wrll 
** prevent my wife from obtaining a feparate- 
*' maintenance out of my eftate ; for, as it is 
" her duty to follow me wherever I pleafe, flic 
'' cannot now pretend that I have abandoned - 
'< her : and, on the other hand^ it gives me 
*' an opportunity, at this and any other time, . 
" to get rid of my miftrefs's company, by teli- 
** ing her, that my invitation is accepted j for 
" ihe would fly to the extremity of the globe 
'* rather than meet her. He ! What think you : 
"• now ? Am not I a good politician? Egad, I 
*' always miftook my .talents ; if I' had applied 
*' myfelfin time, I might have been prime mi , 
'* nifter before nowi Ha ! ha ! ha !"— . 

— ** If you weje confcious of this incon* 
** ftancy in your temper, how came you to 
** marry ? That Ihould have been the laft thing 
** I would have dorie*'* 

— .« That is very true. But Sir John 
** Brute\ rcafon was mine. I wanted to goto 

- " bed to her, and {he would not confent on 
" any other ternvs : the confequence of wjiich 
•* wasj^ that when my end was obtained, I grew 



H T H E R E V E R I E. 

^* tired of my bargain, and fo turned foldier ta 
•* get quit ot it." 

— -— " I am fui?prifed to hear you fay thi9b 
*' I always uiuierAood that you had other nto- 
'^ tives for your military turn ^ an ambition of- 
•* command, and thirft for glory.'* 

— — " V«ry true^ Glory and command arc 
*^ pretty things, to be fure.j but they arc not 
*< equally 'the paffionof all people. Your good 
^' luck in lofingyour wife, made me hope that 
<< my turtle would have broken her heart, m« 
f^ the fame manner y but (he was not fo oblig- 
^< ing ; and therefore I have tried this method: 
^< of preferring another publicly to her. I 
" know the force of -female vanity i andifthis'* 
«* fchemelDiould luckily fucceed. Til give up 
*' ihy hopes of a truncheon, and retire as Sdpio 
^^ and other grcsat men have done. If I once 
** get my neck^out of the yoke, I'll take care 
^< bow I thruft it in a gain, or even enter into 
^< any connexion that I cannot break when I 
*' pleafe, withoutbeing obliged to have recourfe 
" to this expedient. No ! No ! I am not quite 
** fo fond of glory, as you are. , I can be con- 
^ tent at home ; that is, when I am mailer of 
♦♦ my own houfe." 

" Isit.poiEblethatyoucanbcferious? This- 
^ is fo contrary to the opinion of all your 
•* friends,. <hat I muft believe you only jeft. 
**■ Your birth and fortune give you a title to the 
^ higheft employments in the ftate, in what- 
** ever capacity yon chofe to apply yourfeif ; 
^ and We all thought, that prefering the mili- 
^ tary, as the mou honourable, you had come- 
•* hither to qualify yourfeif for them." 

— " Aye^f* 
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— — '* Aye ! as you have done ! Ajid pray, 
** what are you the better ? In reward of all 
** your fatigues and dangers, you have the ho- 
*^ nour to be put under the command of a fo- 
** reigner, who would not prefume to put him» 
•' felf upon a level with you in any other light ;. 
•* and laughs at you in his fleeve, for your con- 
<«^ defcenfion. Very fine encouragement, true- 
" ly ! No! No ! Let the poor fight for pay, you 
*^ and I want it not > aodall the real advant^es 
** of honour oUr anccftors, bleifings on their 
" memory for their pains, havetranfmittedtous^ 
^< Let us then enjoy the happinefs that is in our 
^ pofTeffion, and not loofe the fubftance thus,. 
" to graf^ at the fliaaow/" 

The otber» who bad lifiencd to him before 
with contempt. Was fo ftruck with the latteir 
part of his diiboucfe, that h« rode away abrupt- 
ly to avoid hearing any more of it. 



CHAP. in. 

jf toilet fet out in a new tafle. The advantage of 
knowing how to play one inconvenience agaityS 
another ; fvith an inter ejiing inftance of love and' 
honour in the modem Jlyle* 

THIS extraordinary conver(atio«i> raifing my 
curiofity to fee the fair female who^hae 
erigtBally Been the fub}e<5l of it, I followed :ber 
lover, while : his leader was preparing for his 
expedition. 

She wat fitting alone in his tent, in a fitua- 
Aon not eafy to be deicribed. Educated vw iVw^ 
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She'ftarted at the mention of afiion ; but'hts 
Jail words ftruck her with terrors too Aroflg 
for her to bear. vFor fofse moments iheilood 
like the ftatue of horror, uifable to more Y>r 
-fpeftk ; but hisr v^Vy feArs.at length g^ve^ her ut- 
teraDce.«^Go«d heaven !.(eKclaimedihe) What > 
«^ do you mean? What adlioncim you bedr-^ 
*^ dercd into that fliicMilfl endak)ger lyoUr life i 
*^ -Did :you not promiie me^ ttetfyOu^wouId 
*< quit thisaeeurfed Itfe^direSly i Did you not 
** ;prevail%upOn m&-to-cQmefheiteWithyou»olr- 
<< ly that you might lay down yourcommifion 
^< /without difrefpute i You cannot, (hall n(»t» 
*« think (Of going into any. adion I You muft 
^ come away thie momeiit«'' * 

> Pii ■ ! ** T'but was my deiign,. my dear^ if it 
<^ kad not httn for this unktcky affair ; but 
^ suow it is impoffible for me to flir» If I re* 
^' tttm^ I will diat moment lay down ; but I 
^^ cannot poffibly -do it fooner. It. would be 
^ an eternal blot upon my honour*'' 

•«p«-— *< Honour \ j[fettii1ied(he» with a^figbt 
^ tfaatieemed feoburft her heart) How can'you^ 
^ > mentiQa that word to me ? If you arerefolited 
^ to rgd, 'I will wait the event here. Should 
^^ "you be brought back'woUnded, my care may 
^^ not be unnecefTary ! If worfe (hould bappeti, 
<< the horrors I fluiH iuffer till I receive the 
<< account, ^iU compleat mv averfion to life» 
^^ and make me glad to follow you. I have 
^^ now no bttfinefs in this world 'without you.'* 

Theagony iniwhich ihe faid this, wouldthave 
*tn«ked any other •heart ; but he felt it n6t« 
^Finding her proof to -tbisiacgumait, he thci^- 
Ibre had recourfe to his laid expedient. ^* Il^m 
^ much obliged to you, my dear, (faid he^ quite 

«< unmoYed}. 
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^^ unmoved) for your kind intentions to take 
*' care of me-; but I hope I (hall not^antrt. 
** ^Bdide, there is another thing»which:enlbar- 
<< isafie^ me « good daal. I have juft receivtd 
«* aaaceount, that my wife, out of her-««em- 
" pbn[y/Jo?e and^duly, has 2tec<pted mv invi* 
^^ tation, and is coming to us diredtly.' 

^< To>u6 ! .'(anAwered flie,<akirmed almoft to 
^« Jiftraaion) Is it poffiUe ? W h^t (hbll we do ? 
^< Where ihall I fly ? I -never can, never will 
<< fee her. I had rather die «m thoufand 
*< deaths, than look her in the (ace.*' 

-<-— ^} To be fure, I allow it muft beimthtr 
'*^ 'aukward $ but the mifchicf is, 1 cannot wU 
*^ bow you will avoid it, if youiby^bace^'.' 

-»' << You muft write to her percmptdrily, this 
^^ moment, not to come ; md wheii you leave 
<< thisplace,takeadifierentroutefromwhatyou 
*^ intended, for fear flieihould notobeyyou.^ 

— '<<Aye! but the woift ia,! dont know^here 
^ tO'cTireAtoher.'&heTet outimniediatdy,xm 
<* leceipt of my letter; and as the poft is obliged 
** to come fo rar about, for fear of bein^ inter- 
^ cepted by the enemy, • and flue travels with 
** palTports the fliorteft way, flie maybe hete 
S this evening for aught I know : and then 'it 
^* would be fo grofs an abufe not to fee her, 
'^ even after her undergoing the fatigue of fueh 
^* a journe¥,vat my exprefs defire, that Ixsm- 
** not avdd waiting for her. Decency at leaft 
*« mufl: be obferved/' 

■ ■ ** Decency ! How can you infult me 
** vby mentioning fuch a word ? I flighted thtft, 
*^ and every thing elfe, for you. .Had I paid 
^ any regard to decency, I fhould not have 
^ been Jicre now in this condition." 



^^l^V}^ 
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— — *' Nay, for the matter of that, my dear^ 
^^ I am not much behind you. I (hewed as 
** little reined to thofe things for your fake as 
** ^ou could for mine. But let us not enter 
•• mto fruitlefs difputes. What are you rc- 
** folved to do ? for I muft march widiin this 
<« hour/* 

— — «« Honour ! deccncr f But I am juftly 
«« ferved. What am I refolved to do ! Say ra- 
'^ ther what you intend to do with me» and do 
^< not torture me any longer in this manner | 
^^ for I fee plainly enough, that my pretence is> 
' ** a pain, which you want to get rid of at any 



"i. 



rate. Honour ! juft heaven 



<^ Why child, if you are determined to- 
^< think fo, it is in vain to feafon witb you* 

■'•« You fliatl do juft as you' pleafe ; eitherr go 

» •« or ftay. What I meant to propofe was this t 
^ You remember your old friend, who took V 
<* fifolic with fFW Buck tw<> or three year» 
^* ago. She' lives in a very pretty retired mah- 
*' ner^ in a neutral town, about twenty miles 
«* from hence. Now, if you approve of it, it 
<< would be no bad fcheme for you, to go and 
** pay her a vifit, till we fee how thtngs go. I . 
** am fure fhe will be very well pleafed to fee 
^ you ; and there you will be free from the in- 
^ c^nveniendcs, and fafe from the dangers of 
^ a camp ^ and near enough for me to ftep to 
^ you as often as I can fpare a moment. Ill 
** write a letter to /i^// about it direftly ; and 

^< as I know his finances are not in* the beft 
^ fituation, I make no doubt but hell be very 
** glad of your ftaying there as long as you, 

.^ pleafe ; for you iball have money enough, to 
^ bear all the expencc I would- not let ycm 
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^< be under obligation to any one. Well, what * 
** think you of my fcheme ? Was it not a lucky 
** -thought ? You and fhe were very intimate ; 
** formerly, and will now be the moft proper 
^* And agreeable companions for each other." 

It is impoilible to defcribe the different paf- 
iions which were painted in her face, while he 
was making this propofal. She knew him too 
ivell to take fuch a rational fcheme for a fud- 
den thought ; aiid concluded from thence, that 
he was Tatiated with her company, and had 
formed a premeditated defign to get rid of her^ 
to facilitate which he had firft made a pretence 
of his being ordeied into adlion, and when th^t 
did not take qScA, forged this ftory of his wife's 
coming ; for, notwithftanding her diftrefs, (he 
had obferved the many inconfiftencies in what , 
he faid. However, her pride would not permit 
her .to difcover her Ai^icions, as it would look 
like ftrivii)g to foFce hecfelf longer upon him. 

** When you are refolved, (anfwered (he, 
*< with a moft exprefEve look) I have nothing 
** Jeft but to obey. Give orders for my goings 
*< I iball foon be ready. All places are indrf- 
*< fenentlo me^ and all companions equally dif- 
<< agreeable* My own thoughts will afford 
" me company enough. I leave you to yours.'* . 

** My deareft girl, (replied he, morepleafed 
'< at her compliance than afFe£led at the man- 
•** ner of it) what I propofe is for the beft. I 
'* only ftudy your convenience and fatisfaflion. 
** If you can think of any other way, I am 
*' ready to do it." 

— " I have 410 power to think ! I wifh I 
*' never could ! But let me be gone. I have 
** fiaid too long already. Let me not interfct^ 
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«< with your regard to decency and honour.** 
> Saying this, fhedire<Stiy huddled on her 
travelling habit, while he went to order his 
ihaire to the door of his tent. 

When he had done this, he returned to give 
her feme neceffary inftrudions for her journey, 
and palliaie the offence he had given her, by 
carcffcs and profcffibns-of love and conftancy- 
She heard him with the moft contemptuous 
filence : and taking a purfe of gold, which he 
gave her, with an air of indignation flung' 
inrto the chaife the moment it arrived, without 
fpeaking a word, or making the leaft return to 
his fondnefs. * 

The fpirit which (he (hewed on this occa- 
fion was evidently raifed by refentment ; and, 
of courfe, could not laft long. Indeed (he was 
fcarce able to fupport it till (he got into the 
chaife, where (he melted into a flood of tears 
before (he was out of fight. Her lover faw her 
diftrefs ; but the joy he felt at being freed from 
her company, prevented his feeling any con- 
cern at it. He (hrugged up his (houlders in 
felf-compheency ; -and, hugging himfelf on his 
deliverance, prepared to attend bis commander 
at the appointed hour. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Zt^ar ! Horrid war ! Thiy*ll never want employ^ 
.ment wha think themfelves well paid for their 
pains with a mouthful of moon-Jhine* The great 
ckamel of fecret intelligence. 

^^T^HERE was fomcthing fo delibcratdy 
■* bafc ii> the whole conduA of this perfon, 
^hat I left him with the higheft contempt, and 
xtturned to his commander, wha was by this 
^ime ready to wait upon the general to receive 
\iVS orders*. 

^ • The moment he entered the tent, the gcne- 
.ral arofe, and, difmlffing rvery other perfon 
^reftnt, received him with the higheft refpedi. 
*< W^ll, my friend, (faid hej I am now ready 
^**- to communicate to you the plan which I have 
*' formed ; but it will be proper that the per- 
•': fon for whom you defign the honour of the 
^* command, fliould be prefent." 

** He is prefent, if your highnefs makes no 
**- ob}e<ftion to him. I know that all your plans 
"*'■ are formed with judgment; and as your more 
" than' ufual earneftnefs about this (hews it to 
** be of importance, (hall be proud of having 
" the execution of it entrufted to my care." 

— — '* You, my friend ! I know not what 
**- to fay ; I cannot fpare you from my fide. I 
" want your advice every moment. At the 
" fame time^ I am unwilling to rob you of 
** ar> opportunity of acquiring fo much glory. 
••-Here is the intelligence I have rtcCivtA^^tvA 
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**' here is the fcheme I laid down upon it. Yoti ' 
^^ will examine them, and alter anything yen.' 
*' don't approve, as circumftances may require. 
** To you I give a^difcretionary power, to aft 
*' as you fee proper. Had I known you would 
** have gone, I ihould not have drawn any par- ' 
<^ ticular direftions. Go; and fuccefs await 
" you." 

The other'receiyed this diftinguKhed naark 
of confidence and favour with the higheft plea- 
fure ; and, taking leave of the general, haftened * 
away tq join his troops^ who were by this time 
drawp out ready to march. As foon as he ha4 
taken a view of them, he opened his inftruc- 
tions .; and booking them over, put himfelf at 
the head of his men, with whom he marched all . 
night, through woods and morafTes deemed im- 
paffible, and at day-break found himfelf juft be- 
fore a quarter of the enemy, who, confiding 
in the diftance and natural flrength of their 
fituation, had neglefted to fortify themfelves, 
and expefted nothing lefs than to be attacked. 

The difficulties of the march bad fatigued his 
troops to fuch a degree, that it appeared next 
to madnefs to let them attack an enemy great- 
ly fuperior to them in number. But their ar- 
dour was fuch, that they defpifed every advan- 
tage, and demanded to be inftantly led on. The 
prpper improvement of thatenthufiafmis gene- 
rally decifive. The commander therefore in- 
dulged their impetuofity, confiding in their va- 
lour -y and convinced that his fafety and fuccefs 
equally depended upon furprize, if he failed of 
which. It would be abfolutely impoflible for him 
even to make a retreat in the condition they 

were 
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were in, through fuch difficulties as they had 
flruggied with in coming. 

Scenes like this are impoffiWe to be particu- 
larly defcribed. Accuftomed to conquer, they 
nade their onfet with a refolution that bore 
down all before them. In the confufion un- 
avoidable on fuch occadons, their enemies fled 
at the firft impulfe, imagining they were attack- 
ed by the whole army, while the victors made 
an heavy flaughter of all who had no time to 
efcape. 

Had they flopped here, the advantage would 
have been important. But hurried on by their 
aatural ardour, and flufhed befide with fuccefs, 
they purfued the fugitives, who by this time bad 
recovered from their firft furprize, and formed 
upon an eminence, not very far from their late 
camp. The aftion now was really dreadful. 
The aflailants were feveral times repulfed with 
fcvere lofs, and otved their fuccefs at laft to an 
effort of meer defpair, being determined, to a 
man, to die rather than have their v'l&ory 
fnatched thus out of their hands. 

Their lofs in this affair equalled that of their 
enemies, in the furprize of their entrenchments, 
and amounted to more than half their number; 
but they remained mafters of the field, the ho- 
nour of which they looked upon as a recom- 
pencc for all. 

On their return to the army the general met 
them, and embracing the leader, congratulated 
him on the glory of his viAory ; ana thanking 
the men, in the orders of the day, fent them 
away happy ; while he pleafed himfelf wiih the 
fuccefs of his fcheme, which gave him the ap- 
pearance of doing fomething, flaUttti Yus twv* 
Vot. IL C ^\o^^t\ 
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ployers with imaginary advantages, and raifed 
his merit with them ; at the fame time, that in 
reality it ferved rather to prpiraS than deter- 
mine the war, by infpiring each party with a 
dcfire of revenging fo equal a lofs. However^ 
it was deemed fuHicicnt by him to be made the 
fubjedt of congratulatory mefi*ag«8 to the fo- 
vcreign under whom he ferved, and all thet 
powers confederate with him. 

I was fo fick of this mercenary method of 
making war, by which the miferies of that 
icourge of mankind were fo highly aggravated, 
that I rcfolved to quit this army directly, an<) 
fee whether that of the enemy, oppofed to it, 
was conduced in a more rational manner. 

I have faid that my guide had given m^ 
power to tranfport myfeJf, by a bare a£t of my 
will, wherever I pleafed. Though this was necef- 
farily a gceat advantage in many indances, there 
were yet fome circumflances attending it, whicii 
made me chufe to decline making ufe of it, ex- 
cept upon extraordinary occafions. The in- 
stantaneous tranfition from one fcene to anothor* 
diflant and unconnected, was founufual to me, 
that it left a chafm in my mind, and made me 
for fome time at a lofs to comprehend the things 
before me, for want of the introduction of en- 
tering gradually into them. This I had expetr 
rienced more than once, when at any time my 
guide ufed to turn my eye fuddenly and without 
feme previous preparation, to any new fcene in 
tl^e review I made under his immediate dire<5lioi). 
For rhisreafon I refolved, when it was.poilible^ 
to take the opportunity of accompanying fome 
rcrfon, wherever I had a mind to go, whofe bu- 
iuitfs would ferve as a clue^ to introduce and di* ' 
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reft me without perplexity orconfufion ; by which 
Wchod I -had stKo tb« advantage of obferving 
feveral things worthy of notice, in the countries 
through which I paflcd, which would have 
efcaped me if I only flew over them in the other 
way. 

For fuch a guide and companion I was not 
Jong at a lofs. The general that very evening 
held a council of. war, the refolutions of which 
two of the members could not refrain from - 
talking over that night, after fupper. Not ful"- 
pc£Hng that they were overheard, they can^ 
vaflfed all that had paflcd very freely, and in the 
courfe of their converfation mentioned feveral 
matters of the greatefl: importance to be kept fe- 
cret. This the valet de chambre of him in whofe 
. tent they were was not inattentive to. He waa 
a native of the enemy's country, and retained 
by them to procure iiitelligenec of every thing 
that happened in the army where he was. Ac* 
cordingly he placed himfelf where he could dif- 
tinftly hear all that was faid ; and pretending 
fleep, to avoid the danger of deteftion, liftencd 
to their difcotirfe with the greateft attention. 

As foon as they feparated, and he Had put 
his mafter to bed, he wrote an exaft account 
of all that he had over-heard ; and giving 
his letter to one of his aflbciatcs, who paflcd for 
no more than a common purveyor to the camp, 
charged him to deliver it as diredcd, with the 
fitmoft expedition, as it was of the highefl: im« 
portance ; and this experienced perfon I re- 
. folved to accompany. 



Cz CHK^. 
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C H A P. V. 

The longeft way about is vfien the marefi way borne. 
T'hi pleafure of comparing notes creates friendjhip 
in affliction. A new /pedes of knight-errantry: 

THE armies lay fo near each other that my 
guide might foon have performed his er- 
rand, could he have gone diredly with fafety. 
, Inftead of that, to avoid every fufpicion, he took 
diametrically the contrary way, defigning, when 
he (hould be out of danger of being obferved, tO 
make a turn, and go by a fafer though more 
diflant courfe. 

I {hall not attempt to defcribe the country 
thtough which we travelled. Could the moft am- 
bitious power that ever waged a war view fuch 
a fcene with the difpaffionateeye of reafon but 
for one moment, it would ftrilce his heart with 
horror, and make him defift from purfuits fo 
deftru£tive to his kind. 

The firft place we flopped at happened to be 
the town to which the officer had fent his mif- 
trefs, as I have faid before, under a pretext of 
her avoiding his wife. I fhould have taken no- 
tice, that in the courfe of the action he had 
often repented of not taking her advice, and 
wiihed himfelf to be in fafety with her i though 
when it was over, his heart exulted fo much in 
the fuccefs, that for fome time he could thinlij 
of nothing but war and glory. Indeed his be- 
haviour bad been fuch as in a great meafure re- 
covered 
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covered the eftecm of his leader ; and with the 
reft of the army, who have a partiality for the 
iridulgeitce of paifion, and arc particularly fmit- 
ten with the more Ihewy virtues, totally obli- 
terated his reproach. 

As we entered the town, I accidentally faw^ 
her at a window, and my fellow-traveller ftop- 
ping for refreOiment, I took that opportunity to 
'fee how fhe liked her prefcnt fituation. When 
r joined her, (he* and herfiriend were going to 
take a walk in their garden. 

There was fomething particularly ftriking in 
Ae appearance of the latter. Though (he had 
never been a regular beauty, and now had loft a 
|ooddeal of thebloomof youth, it was impoffible 
&r man to behold her without defire ; at the fame 
•traie, that the; fire wfiich fiafhed from her eyes 
fteWed that fhe felt all the paffions (he infpired. 
"A fimilarityin thetfctrcumftances had very foon 
improved their former acguaintance into that 
•d^^fce of intimacy which is- conimonly called 
•firiend&ip. When they were feated ip an ar- 
bour ait thetK)ttom of the garden, ** I wonder, 
** madam, (faid the lady of the houfe) that you 
•*• have had no account from your friend, fince 
•^ this action. Public report fays Jt was very 
'•* warm ; but as no particular mention is made 
" of ' him, it is certain he is come off fafe. 
'•*• Officers of his rank are never overlooked*.'* 
• ** lindeed*, madiim, fanfwercd the other) I 
•*• know^ not what to attribute it to but the le- 
*^ vity that rules all his anions. I am out of 
** his light, and confequently put of his mind. 
*• But I have no right to complain. I deferve 
•* it all, and more, for being fuch a dupe to 
'•*iJiy own vanity and his bafc def\8,tis^ ^^ ^-'^ 
C J ^^ vVvwV. 
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^* think I could fix cue wbofc foul is incoo- 
** fhincy hfelf. My eyes are at lengifa of>ciKd 
** to my folly. I dcienre to be flighted thuSy 
«« and dtferted in a ftrangjc place.'* 

■ ** Have patience, dear madam ! DoifoC 
** fctk for imaginary grievances. It is ioipof- 
*^ fible he can deferc you. No maa can be ib 
*^ in&nfible as to flight fuchchaims* Tbehtur^ 
^* ry of war is above our conception^ and often 
** prevents the performance of the duties deareft 
** to the heart/' 

— *-^ ^ O my friend ! you are too good to 
*^ (cek conColation for a wretch ji^ iuilung 
** into defpair. But it is all in vain. What 
^ buTinefs bad he with war i His fortune -piaced 
** him above the comnson motive of jBeQc4ity s 
^* and he affured me fiia^C be^^ was :fick of tiim 
^* folly of ambition^ and would re^re to fomt 
*^ private phce in Italy^- where we fbould beuft* 
** known, aiul there dedicate his life to Iovb 
** and happinefs. But no iboaer had bo ob*> 
<* tained his bafe ends than faf changed hit 
*^ fchcme ; and feigning I know not what sea^ 
** fons about laying down his comtni£cai with 
^* credit, and fuch idle fluff, he led me hither, 
** juft to fliew me about, and make the fhame 
^ of my being caft off the more notorious and 
** mortifying, perhaps to enhance its merits 
** and prepare the ws^ for a reconciliation with 
'* his wife, which bis writing her that letter 
*' gives me fufficient ground to think he is not 
** without thoughts of.'' 

— ..^ (( For ihame, dear madam ! furomon 

** up your refolution, and do not torture your* 

** felf with fuch vain, fuch impoffible appn»- 

^* bcnfiOM* I know your good ftoie, and would 

«nat 
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" not flatter you. A reconciliation with his 
*« wife is an abfurd thought. Not that I think 
•* it at all improbable, on her part. Tfie lort 
•* nature of our fcx can forgive any thing ; but 
** the difficulty lies in himfclf. After giving ' 
•* her fach treatment, he can never forgive her, 
** can never believe (he is fincerely reconciled ! 
•* and therefore will hate her for her hypocri- 
** (y, and be always in fear of fomc fecret re-^ 
** venge. Or, even if (he Ihould convince him 
•* to Sie contrary, the contraft between her 
•* condud and his, will be fo mortifying to bin), 
** 4nd give her fuch a fiiperiority in his ow,n 
'" eyes, Ihat he will never be aHe to bear it ; 
•* and muft avoid her prcfence, to preferve his 
•^ ^wn peace. This> my dear, is your fecuri- 
■* ty againft Ais worft misfortune poffiWe to 
■* happen to x woman* Shame, poverty, any 
•• rhii^ were preferable to being flighted for a 
••wife." 

—— . cf What an infatuated creature was I to* 
"** bring mvfelf into this ftate, that my happi- 
■•• ncfi muK depend on fuch a bafe foundation f * 
••* Kappinefs, did I fay ? It is mifery jthc fe- 
** vereft mifery. The confl:ant anxiety and 
** fiears> infeparable from fuch a ftate of uncet- 
'** taintv, are worfe than any aftual misfortu ^^r 
** But 1 deferve it all. I am inexcufable in th.e 
•• eyes of the world, and odious in my own. 
•* But what will not the bafcnefs of man aqd 
•* the folly of woman db V*^ 

— ~- ** The bafe artifices of man to obtain 
** bis ends, and his fhamelefs perfidy after^ 
♦♦fhould be a warning to our fex j bujt 
*^ Nature is nature^ let the wife fay what th^f 
•*• witf 5*^ and while woman has vauvl^ 2Lt\^ i^^- 
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•* fires, man will take advantage of the former, 
** to flatter her into the gratification of the 
•' latter. You have this confolation, how- 
*^ ever> that your cafe is not fingular. I io not 
** fay, example juftifies a wrong a£tion ; but 
*^ flill it certainly is a fatisfa£lion to think, that 
** others have fallen into as great errors as our* 
** felves ; that we are not the worft of our kind. 
** All the folly that you upbraid yourfelf for 
«' have I been guilty of, and with this feverc 
^' aggravation, that the perfon for whom I made 
*^ fuch a facrifice was not in circumftances even 
*' to delude me with the romantic fchemes of 
*^ happinefs, which helped to turn your head, 
<^ but was forced by neceffity to apply himfelf 
*^ to the horrid trade of war for fubiiflence ; fo 
** that the pain of his abfence, and the fear of 
** lofing him, were heightened by the dreadful 
<* apprehenfion of being reduced, to dependence 
*^ on the friends, whofe refentment I had (b 
•* juftly provoked, if any thing fliould happen to 
*^ him. Yet all thishave time and reflexion re- 
,« conciled me to, and taught me to fubmit 
** without regret to a fate which I can't remedy. 
*^ But let us drop this difagreeable and fruit- 
•* lefs fubjeft. My intercougfe with my native 
** country is fo little, that I had not even heard 
** of your affair tilj my friend fent me the plea- 
** fing account of the honour defigned me by 
** your company ; and then without any paiti- 
* cular circumitances, which he either was un- 
<( acquajn^te^ with, or had not time to write. 
'^ As I imagine there muft be fomething un- 
** common and interefting in them, I fliall 
** efteem it a favour, if you wili indulge me 
^* with the relation ^ and to encourage that 

** COH' 
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«* confidence, I will candidly inform you of 
** every thing concerning myfelf, the account 
** of which, I know, has been greatly and moft 
^* cruelly mifreprefented ; and if you do not find 
** much entertainment in it, you certainly will 
^ ample confolation, from a comparifon of my 
^ cafe with yours. Not that all my adven- 
** tures have been barren of matter for the for- 
** mer alfo, now that the danger and ridicule 
^< which attended them at the time are over. 

•• You fecm furprifed, my ifear, at my men- 
^ tioning my adventures ; but ours is literally 
^* a life of adventure ; and the moment a wo- 
*' man takes the ftep that we have done, fhe 
*^ as it were commences knight-errant, and fal- 
*« Hes forth,, if not to ftek, at leaft fubjeS to 
•* meet,, adventures wherever flic goes ; every 
** man who thinks it worth his while affiiminj^ 
^ a right to make his attacks upon her in whac 
•* manner he picafes." 



CHAP. VL 

Ujftory of a remarkable Lady* The great benefit 
of polite education^ with the force of good example* 
. tSommon occurrences of various kindsy and their'' 
natural confequences. 

^ T^HERE is nothing more abfurdlyun-k 
•^ generous than the invefitves levelled at 
•ur fex indifcriminately, and without inquiring 
into the nature of /our. faults, and making jul 
dlowances for the caufes leadings or rather in** 
deed impcUingi u^-to them* 
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** The youth of man is devoted to profitable 
inftifu£licn i but that of woman to initiation in* 
to the paths of ruin. While they are acquiring 
the genera] principles of knowledge, or Jearn^ 
iag fome profefEon for the exercife and ad- 
vancement of their future lives, we are taught 
nothing but trifles ufelefs in themfelves, and if 
not immediately criminal, yet leading indire£t- 
ly to every crime, by turning the mind upon 
wrong purfuits, and weakning all its powers by. 
ai> habit of idlenefs, impoflible ever to be broken 
through 9 for idlenefs, my dear friend, is th^ 
bane of woman, let her attribute her failings t9 
whatever other apparent caufe (he will. 

** The moft important part of my ftory may. 
be comprifed in a few words. * i ou arc ac- 
quainted with sny family, and (he particular . 
etrcumilances of it, which made^ my fituatioa. 
more critically dangerous even than that of thr 
generality of my lex ; a danger that was fiiU> 
heightened by other circumftances peculiar to 
inyfelf, »nd which^ far from beine attended to 
in that light, and guarded againn wi^ preptr 
care, were looked upon as advantages, and ac- 
cordingly urged' to their ntmoft force. 

** Born in a rank tha^t plaqed all the pleafiirca 
of life within my reach,* and blefied with a qon>-' 
ftitinon equal to the enjoyment of them^ I 
fecmed madcedout for the attacks of man; the 
luxuriance of my health kindling all the paffions 
of nat^r^, before re^fon could galhcr ftiengjih t^ 
guide and keep them within proper bounds,^and 
t)i(p liberties allowed by fafhion giving every op- 
portunity for their gratification. Sucn an apti- 
tude /or pleafure was^alfo forward^^ where, it 
Ibould have met with xeftraint* 

« There 
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*^ There ar«^fomc perfons our relation td 
whom makes refpectfui mention of them ardtv* 
ty, be their condud what it will. I flialhfhere^ 
fore only Aly that, inftead of inftilling theprin- 
oiplds of virtue by precept, and enforcing iti 
^ra£^ice by example, that perfon, whofe ex^m»- 
ple and precepts muft have had the greateft 
Weight with me, exerted them quite the c<intra-» 
ly way, turning every thing feilous into ridi- 
cule, and indulging every licentious paffion ia 
the moil public manner. The confequ^nc^,- 
with regard to nre, may be eaAly concluded.' 
Inclined by nature to pleafure, I Willingly imi-^ 
tated the pattern fet me as far sis Was in mf 
power, and launched into every ext€fBj ad dp<^ 
portunity tempted : and if I paid gPcaiter rUgar* ' 
to appearamces, and conducted myfelf with^ 
more referve, it was not from any reftrairit oP 
principle; but becaufe I faw that fafliion did 
not authorife the fame boundlefs liberty iii^'* 
youth, as it did in more advanced life. 

** But this referve foon began to be very uA* 
Oftfy to m^, and the pleafures I enjoyed, to be-' 
eonfined within narrower limitlii than Ililb^d. . 
]^ipened, as I have faid, by the luxuriance of 
my conftitution, I felt aKthe warmeft psiffidns^^^ 
of my fex before it waa imagined that my fen- 
der youdi was capaible of fuch fenfations, and 
was treated like a child long after I thought 
myfelf a woman. The difficulties this laid hie 
Under weie often very difagrceablb. I mad<f^ 
werf explanation that wab not a d|reA br^axfh 
of decency, and gave hints^wHich' wbuld haver' 
been reaotly underflood from any OM^of a mor ee 
advanced age. But to my fevdre Mortification', 
all was jutthbuted to meer imttat,4M^^ «iH^^\W^ 
e,6 Ni% 
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was fignificantly faid to echoe her mama's 
words, when fhe would much rather have prac* 
tifed her adions. 

. ** At length, however, I was relieved from 
this teazing fituation, by one of thofe accidents 
wjiich determine the fate of human life. As I 
was fitting one evening at an aflembly, fretting 
myfelf to death to fee feveral ladies, whom I 
looked upon as my inferiors in every thing but 
2^e, taken out before me, an officer, who read 
my thoughts and was refolved to have fonle 
amufement with me, came up to the place where 
I fat, and entering into chat with a young lady 
who was with me, led her to alk him if lie did. 
not defign to dance ; upon which, turning tQ 
me with an air of the moft refpe<ftful politenefs, 
he anfwered that he would, if I would do hini 
the favour to be his partner. 

** Such a preference, though to one of my 
ipoft intimate acquaintances, for the manner in 
which (he had afked the queftion was a plain of<> 
ier to dance with him herfelf, was too pleafing 
to be flighted. I afiented moft readily, and in 
the height of my fpirits at my triumph, gave 
fuch plain hints of the ftate of my inclinations, 
tihat he foon comprehended them ; and being 
fomewhat warm with wine, made advances to 
me which I bad long wifhed for, but never re- 
ceived before. 

. ** The impreffion made upon us by a firft ap* 
plication is hard to be refifted. For my part, I 
was too much pleafed with it to make the at«^ 
tempt ; and really feeling sdl that wqamth he 
jMrofefTed, met his wiihes more than haif way* 
In fuch a life as I led, and to peribns fo difpo* 
Ad^ opportunity could not long be wanted ; 

but 
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but when my lover came iri a cooler moment to 
reflect on the confequences of an intrigue with 
one of my age and rank, (houlcT it ever happen 
to be difcovered) prudence damped the ardour 
of his paffion, and prevented his carrying the 
conqucft he had made to the height of our mu- 
tual defires. But though he deferred it for the 
prcfent, he did not abfolutely give up the de- 
fign, when circumftances ihould wear a more 
favourable afpe£l. 

** In families like ours, every perfon who 
drefled well and would play had ready admiffi- 
on. He availed himfelf of this, and, under the^ 
appearance of paying a compliment to my mo- 
ther, took every opportunity of attending mt 
to all places of pleafurable refort. 
' ** The difference of our age, and particular* 
Jy his being married, obviated every fufpicion of 
bis intentions, as they fhould have opened my 
eyes to the infamy and folly of carrying on fuch . 
a correfpondence. But I was incapable of con- 
fidering any thing befide the pleafure I felt in his 
company, which was evidently fo fincere that,* 
beyond bis defign, it effe(Eled him, and he beganr 
alfo to feel the paffion he had only profefTed be* 
fore. 

•* Though he condufted himfetf with the ut- 
moft circumfpedion and addrefs, it was impo(^ 
fible to keep up fuch an intercourfe long with«* 
Out the real motive* of it being fufpeded^ The 
firft hint of this alarmed the pride of my rela« 
tions, though the original caufe had not beenr 
thought worthy of their regard. They inftantljr 
alfailed me with expoftulations and reproaches^ 
as they did my lover with menaces ; but all ii» - 
taii^ • 
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" There is nothing more injudicious than to* 
qifcovcr a fufpicion of what it is not abfolutely 
in our power to prevent. It takes off the re- 
ftraint of ihame and raifes a falfe refentment' 
that urges the crime in revenge of the injurious 
accufatlon. Infiead of working the cm&. my 
friends defigned, this conduct only haftened the 
confequence which they meaned to hinder, 
i^inding they could not themfelves break oft 
the intercourfe between us, though they knew 
not certainly to what length it hadbeen carried,^ 
they had recourfc to fuperior authority, and 
prevailed to have my lover fent on an expedi- 
tion,, from which it was more than probable 
that he would never return ; or at leaft if he 
did, it mufi be after fuch a length of time as the]c 
doubted not would wean my anedions from him, . 
and fix them on fome other more proper objeA. 
. ** But all their fchemes w6re difappointed. 
^he expedition mifcarried, and he returned b&- 
fore they imagined he had even reached the place 
of his deflination ; and far from being cooled m 
our mutual regards by abferlce, they rather 

Ethered ftrength tx> break out with greater vlo-^ 
. ice. 

** For fome time, however, we obferved (qi 
much caution, as tofa¥e appearances att leaff^ 
]«t fufpicions be what they would. But a gar- 
dener furpriiing us one evening in an arbou» 
when we thought ourfelves fafe from obferva-. 
tjen,. though the fellow was highly bribed to» 
l^crecy, we thought it imprudent to depend 
upon him ; * nty lover therefore threw up his- 
commiffion, and* we immediately eloped to*- 
gether out of the reach of my friends refent-^ 
jnent^ who, we were well convince^ ^9^1^^ 

leavck 
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leave nothing undoive to be revenged ori the^ 
man who bad thrown fitch a public icandal on 
t^ieir family. 

*' I now thought my happinefs compleat, 
and, giving a loofe to love, defpifed the ctn- 
five'dF the vrorld, and" looked no farther than 
the prefent moment. But a little time made 
a change in my fentiments, and I began to 
languifh for the other pleafures which I had 
forfeited by the ftep I had taken* 

'< I would not by this intimate any uncom- 
mon alteration in my lover's behaviour ; but 
tb£ joy^ qI novelty w«s worn ofl^ deitre was ia- 
tisfied,' and reffedion began to obtrude upon * 
us. Our fituation neceflarily precluded us from 
iociety^ at leaft any that could afford us fads^ 
fa£lioo, and confined us to each other ; and 
wben the tumult of paJB&on began to fubfide, a9\ 
we dared not apply to reafon for relief^ time: 
g^«w tedious, and wq mutually fighed for va— 
i-iety, to give a relUh even to pleafure. The: 
€&A this had upon our tempers heightened our 
unhappiaefs. Unable to look into ottrfdves: 
for the real caufe, eack accufed the other, of in^ 
Gonflaocy and want of love ;. and tbefe reu 
ptoaches, inftaad of removing tbe complaint^ 
were beginning to aggravate a cooliie& tbttC 
was unavoidable, into determined diikke amd 
averfion : for, my dear, let u& in. die wanncli» 
of youthful imagination flatter ouriehres whh 
wfaat notions, we wiU of eternal conflaacy an«W 
H^altcri^le love, fenfe will fooh be iated andi 
hngyufh. for variety^ if reafon does not lend kw 
a^flam^ to fSl up the dull paufe of peffion* 
With m the confequeuce was obvious,. asfiMir 
tmmMM^ dejptfidffl entiicly «|nft o^icMk^^K 
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But before we had time to refolvc abfolutely 
on a reparation, an event happened which re- 
moved the immediate caufe of our difguft^ and* 
avok.e all our former tendernef^. 



CHAP. VH. 

Continued. An unufual effeif of abfence^ The hjs 

' 9f refutation fomettmes inconvenient. Reflexions 

on a qualification which all pretend iOy and few 

fojfefi ; with a curious account of a man of cofi»^ 

fequenci. 

" T HAVE obferved to yon that my lover 
•■• had no fortune ; all his hopes even depend- 
ing on his military profeffion. The manner 
in which he had come away with me cutting- 
off thefe for ever in his own country, neceffity 
obliged himtofeeic employment among Grang- 
ers. This the tumult of my thoughts had 
made me overloc^, at the time when it was in 
my power to have prevented the confequences* 
of it. But think what a ftate Imuft have been 
in when the hour of his departure came; I look, 
back to it with horror even now when ufe has 
made his abfence familiar to me, and foftened^ 
many of the inconveniencies of it. 

** Without the converfation of» a friend, to* 
"beguile the tedious melancholy hourSj and blunt 
the fling of grief; without the approbation of 
my own mind, to fweeten thought and make 
rede£lion .» pleafure, I was left a ftranger in* 
a ftrange place ; and^ what was ftill worft of 
alli cverj tagtki I cat iiabittered by the dreads- 
. ful 



f 
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/u] confidcratiofl, that it was earned at the ififtant 
hazard of the life deareft to me in the world ; 
for the firft thought of our parting removed- aU 
that wearinefs which had been the caufe of our 
difguft, and the occafion of it doubly endeared 
us, by ihewing how much we had given up, 
bow nKich more we hazarded for each other. 

** Our parting exceeded the power of de- 
fcription. After the firft tranfports of oiy grief 
;Were over, I funk into a ftate of infenfibility, 
and grew abfolutely indifferent to myfelf and 
every thing about me, fixing my thoughts ei>» 
tirely on the days which were to bring me an 
account from himi and living only for their ar« 
xival. 

** At len|;tb lenient time began to adminifter 
its never*failing relief; and youth and health 
united their powers to diffipate a gloom fo con* 
trary to my natural difpofition; I graduaHjr 
jrecovered 'my fpirits, and felt again a pAim 
for the pleaiures of fociety. But thefe plea* 
fures were very different from tbofe which I 
had formerly delighted in. My mind bad learn* 
cd to think, and 1 had had time to view tbinga 
in another light from that in which they bad 
appeared before. My afFe£Uons, it is true, were 
fiill the fame, invariably fixed upon my friend, 
and all the wiihes of my heart centered in him; 
how juftly though I did not dare to confider, 
holding every thing that concerned him too fa^ 
cred to be even enquired into. 

<^ Thefe wiihes indeed were of a much more 
extenfive and exalted kind, than tbofe which 
had given rife to our connexion. You may 
have obferved that I called him my friend. 
From this time, I looked upoa him m ^3caSl 
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light; and if not entirely in that alone, the vc- 

2' uniting the idea of friendfliip.with lore was 
e higixeft improvement to the latter, dnd in a 
great meafure purified it from every grofs allay. 

** The effcA this had upon my mind is fcarce 
toi>cconcei¥ed. I was not incapable of thought-; 
but I bad never given myfelf time to think. The 
-moment therefore that I began, I found a plea- 
fiirc in it which ca>nnot be conceived ; every 
hour brought me knowledge that made me both 
iiirprifed at) and afliamed of, my former blinds- 
•nefs and ignorance ; I read in my own mind^ 
though unhappily too late, all the wifdom ne» 
'Ocffiuy for the coaduA of life. I thus literally 
became a new creature ; and on my emerfion 
^m «b« fotitudb in which I had btiried tnyfelf 
£iice my ftiefid^ departure, (ought the eoiln.paw 
mw (and flatter mjMf that I was aot trnwoitby 
ti it) of the moft vaiaable part of my iex. 

*^ But I foon had the mortiikration to find 
mfklf pnecliidtd from this pleafing^ hope. Ile»^ 
tired and unexeeptk)nably m we had Irved, the 
ckcumflamces of our elopement had fome how 
iieea difoovered ; fo that when I appeared in 
conjpany, inftead of meeting the reception I 
liad fondly expcAed, my advances toward inti- 
macy weie repulfed by my own fex, and I fbund 
myfelf expofed to the familiarity and libertine 
addrefies of the other, who always lay it down 
fl» a rule, that a woman who has. broken thro* 
the laws of virtue with one man, has entirely 
thrown off all farther regard to them, and is a 
£iir quarry f^ general purfurt. 

•« You ntij eafily judge what a (hock this 

wia to tnck I now began to fed the ineiHma- 

Wt'Mii'ol rqpmatkm, and irturned- to my 

. ' « foroxer 
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fbcmei' i:etire<ment yfirh an heart buribng with 
difappointment, fbaoie, a»d;reino£fo. But I was 
Shot fuflwied long to enjoy, the peace I fo«ght 
evens tiiAr«, My new admirers fuurfiied me:^ aa4 
in <^e o( all I could fay periifted in their gal- 
lantry ; and. that often in a manner too grofs to 
liave beNi ccffered to any but a profefled proftir 
tute. 

*' Had this baippened fie>Bie doae fooner, I 
Aiould have iamndy written to my fuend, lm 
Qooie to my reiii/ from fuch iniblent abuie ; hut 
my thoughts had xww taken a new turn, and^ 
dreaded nothing more than its coming to bis 
jknawlfldge,, for fear of any ill oonfe^veoces m 
^imkU (torn Aa warmth of his temper, whidi 
i^kiiwif woUkt be piovok^d to the higheft >ra(ii 
4iC fuch an attempt* For this Kafiaa I r^iblv^ 
10 take no notice of it «o him^ but behave m 
iiich a manner to ivy adndrers as fliould make 
.4hei^. ndiculoui even in their own eyeaw 
. <* Habits long conficmed are not jeaiily hcokiJi 
' Jtbrough by the bell reiblutiOBS. I had a r»T 
Xurat leviqf of temper i . and the critical. natui!f 
of my intercourfe with ray friend befoveour 
«lopemefit, laid me under a kind of neceffity of 
ffMkStHmg coquetry in my general cohdu^ m 
kopes of covering my particular conpe^on with 
bim* I will therefore take ihame to myfelf, 
«nd confefs that in my prefent iblitary condi<<- 
f ion, the profpe& of amufement, in playing off 
timt fooliih addrefles, had fome weight witli 
me in this defign; never confidering that fuch 
a condu<^ was inconfiftent with the principles 
in which I now prided myfelf, and muft inevir 
iably diiappoint* my bo|^es ot recolrerinR thf 
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efteem of the prudent and virtuous of mjr ownv 
and rational part of the other fex. 

^* I fee you are affeded with this melancbo*^ 
fy detail ; but m^r heart was fb full, that I Could 
not ftbp its- overflowing. I fhall now conclude 
Witb.on^ of the many adventures which this 
new fcheme of mine produced, the oddity of 
which will probably reftore you to fpirits. 
• " The perfbns who thought'proper to d6 me 
the honour of declaring themfelves- my admir*** 
era, were of every age and ranlc in the placcv 
As they haJdifcovered the nobility of my birthv 
they all thought it incumbent upon them to 
difplay their utmoft politenfefs in the manner of 
making their addrefles. Though e^try country 
hat peculiar cuftoms which conftitute the rulk 
of behaviour, true politenefs is eflentially the 
fame every-where, and differs only in the edc* 
ternal modes of expreffina; it* Themeebanical 
part, as I may juftly call it, which confsfts ia 
oringes and compliments, may be eafily lefa(rn« 
ed I but the unembarraffed eafe and proper free«- 
dom of addrefs and deportment, whicl> deno- 
minate the charaAer at firft fight, and that de* 
fire to give pleafure, which pleafes ill its ytrj 
appearance, muft have a foundation from na* 
ture, in a benevolent and generous difpofition, 
and be confirmed by early education and long 
pradife. The latter indeed may give an habit 
that (hall defceive a fuperficial view ; but where 
the former is wanting, the judicious obferver 
will foon difcover and defpife the impofture. 

** I had-abundant experience of the juftice of 
this- remark in the behaviour of my new adw 
mirers. Had I bad nothing more than mecr 
€ammon amufement iiv my thoughts, this would. 
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liave afforded me fufficient ; but refentment ^t 
their impudence made me determined to pufh 
their folly to its utmoft length, and then expofe 
it to public ridicule. 

** The few who really poffeffed that polite- 
nefs which all aped, foon perceived, by the man- 
ner of my receiving their advances, that they 
were difagreeable to me, and accordingly de- 
£fted from giving me any farther trouble. But 
their awkward imitators in the externals of good-, 
breeding, forming their judgment of me from 
themfelves, conftrued my complaifanceinto ap- 
probation^ and thought! was pleafed with what 
they faid, becaufe I did not dire£lly fly into an 
outrage; but when I had taken time to look 
into dbeir characters, and fee which was fitteft 
for my purpofe to work upon, I gave the reft 
their difmi^on, in the manner moft like to take 
cffea. 

•* Among the felefted few whom I permitted 
to flatter themfelves with hopes of fuccefs was 
an old burgher, who had made an immenfe for- 
tune by every iniquitous pradtice in the myfte- 
rious bufmefs of a corttraSlor^ for fupplying the 
armies of the powers at war with proviiions. 
Though he was fprung from the very dregs of 
mankind, and had pai^d his youth in the moft 
ibrdid and fervile employments, his heart was 
fo puffed. up by his riches, that he muil on all 
occafions afTume the man of birth and good 
breeding.' This his own bafe difpofition made 
it impoffible for him to do in any thing befide 
their follies and vices, in all of which he made 
a moft remarkable figure. He built fine houfes, 
be bought pi&ures, he gamed ; and, to compleat 
bis chftradter^ be m^ft now have a m\&Tt(s ^^ 

quality •> 
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** Though I had fludied my part very well, 
I was fome what difconcerted at fuch an ad- 
drefs. Recovering myfelf however in a few 
minuts, I was rather diverted than offended 
at the oddity of it, and refolved to drive the 
bargain^ as he juftly called it, in his own 
way. Accordingly I anfwered him with an 
affeded confufion, that I did not rightly un- 
deiftand what he meant. 

** Madam, (replied he)my meaning is to— 
** to— to- In fliort, madam, plain dealing 

** is Left. My meaning is, to purchafe fome 
«' certain favours from you, for which I ant 
** willing to pay you the higheft price of the 
•* market, I defpife making fine fpeeches j but 
** if you are inclined to deal, no one (hall out- 
** bid me. I never think good wares too dear. 
<« Come ! Don't fland fhilly {hally! Say! 1$ 
'* it a bargain, aye, or no ? " 

*« It was impoiSble for me to pretend igno- 
rance any longer ^ though I did not think pro- 
per to accept of bis propofals too readily, for 
fear it ihould make him think flighty of my 
ware y at the fame time that I faw it was ne- 
ceiTary to keep up his hopes, by feming to en- 
ter into treaty with him, as he was infenfibleof 
that expedlation and anxiety which to minds of 
more delicacy are the food of love. 

** You men of confequence (I anfwered) 
*' have a peculiar way of doing every thing* 
*' Your fortunes raife you above the formalities 
** neceflary to be obferved by other people. I 
** own I do not difapprove of your propofal | 
'« but as it is a thing which I have never yet 
'< thought about, I muft take fome time to 
^< confidci what terms are proper for me to 

*< make 
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^f <nake. In the mean while I Ihall be glad t<» 
**' fee you as often as it is convenient for yoq ta 
•i do me that honour." 

*' Odfo, madam, (returned he, oveijoyed at 
*« his fuccefs) you are a fenfible woman, and 
^* fpeak like one that has been ufed to buiinefs, 
** I like you the better for your franknefs. It is 
•* my own way. And when you have fixed 
** yoar price, we ihall not differ. There (hall 
•* be no delay ^n my part. Ready money I 
.*< Ready money is always my word," — Say- 
ing this, my lover took his leave, and left me 
not a little at a lofs how to manage with 
lym. 

*^ As I was no ftrangcr to the circumftances 
of his family, the firft thought that occurred 
tp me was, to reveal tjie whole to his wife, and 
concert meafures with her for punifliing his infi; 
delity and prefumption. But, upon reflexion', 
I enlarged nriy fcheme, and refolved to try if I 
could not turn his ridiculous paAion to fome ad- 
vantage for his deferted daughter, before I gave*' 
him up to her chaftifement. 

" Accordingly I went dire<£lly to a lady witl|. 
frhom I knew £he was acquainted, and eoqui^ 
ring, as if from common curiofity, into her cir- 
cumftances and charader, had the pleafure to 
find her every way worthy of my regard and af- 
fiftance. I therefore fent for her very priv^itely 
that evening, as if to give her fome nee<lle- 
^ork to do for me, her father's allowance be-j 
ifig fo fmall that fhe was obliged to b^ve.r^-? 
courfe to indufti»y, to enable h<r to liv^witU 
any degree of comfort, though (hame maflelicr 
do it with as much privacy as poflible ; and 
giving my coaverfation that tutiv v?Vv\0^ \ 
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thought moft likely to win her confidence> 
ptefTed her to let me know her defigns and pro* 
fpe6ts for life, for making which enquiry I aP- 
fnred her I had other motives than meer cu- 
riofity. 

** Moved by the manner in which I fpoke, 
fhe burft into a flood of tears ; and, as foon as 
iht was able to fpeak, told me modeftly, that 
fllie had no projpe^ls, and was incapabhe of 
f6rmin^. any defigns ; that indeed the height of 
her wi&es would be to be married to a young 
man whohad been bred to bufinefs under her fa- 
. ther^ bnt was turned off as well as herfelf on the 
new-ordering of his family; that they had loved 
each other from their infancy ; but he having 
no fortune to enter into trade with, his family, 
which was very reputable, having been ruined 
by the calamities of war ; and her father aban- 
doning her in the ntanner he did, they coul^ 
Dot think of tranfmitting their misfortunes to 
their innocent pofterity by marrying ; and there- 
fere had vowed to each other to live fingle, as 
the only proof they could give of the fincerity 
(if their mutual attachment. 

•• I w'as not proof to fuch a flfory. I embraced 
her tenderly ; and afluring her of my friend- 
ftip, bade her hope fdr an happy change in her 
fortune very fpecdily, I then enquired how 
much would be fufHcient to fettle her hufband 
in bufineft with a profpc<£l of fuccefs, and en- 
courage them to marry? and on her anfwering, 
tbatif they had about a thou(and crowns to aoa 
to feme little matter they had already made a 
ftiift to lay up by their frugality, they would 
venture, and triift the event to the blefling of 
providence on their honeft iuduftry. I told her» 

ihat 
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that if I was not difappointed much beyond my 
expe6lation, {he ihould not long want a greater 
fum than that ; but that all depended on her 
not taking the leaft notkre of her having beei\ 
with me, or even mentioning my name to any. 
one living, till I {houTd give her permiifion* 
This caution fhc promifed to obferve moft care-> 
fully, and then took her leave with a lighter, 
heart than fhe had felt for fome time. 

** My defign upon my ready^mmey lover was 
now urged by a better motive than either amufe-« 
ment or revenge, which had firft fet me upon 
it. The money, which I doubted not to ex- 
tort from liis abfurd paffion, I refolved to give 
to his daughter ; and then to make ufe of the 
affiftance of his wife, to avoid performing my 
part of the bargain, and compleat my original 
fcheme, who, 1 was fenfibie, would not only 
punifh him fuiEciently for his vicious folly, but 
alfo expofe him to the higheft and mo& pubiiQ 
ridicule. 



CHAP. IX. 

Contlnuid. Many buyers raife the market. Or$ 
ballancing avarke and vanity^ the former kicki 
the beam. 

**" A CcoRDiNGLY, when he came to paj 
•^ me a v^ifit next morning, I gave him iSi 
opportunity of renewing his treaty, which hd 
prefled fo warmly to be brought to 2l coucW- 
fion, that, after a little afFcded hetvuuow,! cow- 
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defcended to capitulate ; and at length aflented 
to his propofat for the confidcration of two 
thoufand crowns. 

** At the mention of fuch a fum he looked 
aghaft. " Two thoufand crowns ! (fnid he, as 
** foon as he could fliuthis mouth to articulate 
** a word) Why, fure your lady(hip can't be fe- 
•* rious ! I never heard of fuch a thing in my 
** life. Two thoufand crowns for a night's 
•* lodging ! I have lodged a whole ai my for lefs 
" before now. You furely can't be ferious, ia 
** making fuch a demand ! A prince is not able 
•* to purchafe your favours at fuch a price." 

** Then no prince fhall have them. Sir, (ari- 
*' fwered I, putting on a look of offended dig- 
" nity) and if you think my demand too high, 
** you are welcome to go where you may be 
«' ferved cheaper. I know where I can have 
** more from another perfon ; but as you fpoke 
•* fiift, I would not treat with any one elfe 
♦< till i had concluded with you." 

— ** More than two thoufand crowns ! 
«* Death, madam, it is impoffible. Who is able 
•f to offer more than two thoufand crowns ?" 

.— "Really Sir, I do not think myfelf 
**. obliged to anfwer fuch a queftion. However, 
•* to let you fee that I am above impofing on 
J* you. What do you think of the count ? 

** At that word his pride inflrntly took fire. 
He had been born a vaffal of the count*s fami- 
ly, to efface the remembrance of which he now 
took every opportunity of entering into compe- 
tition, and infulting him with the oflentatious 
difplay of his fuperior wealth. This I knew, 
and therefore made ufe of his name, though 
without any authority, as the fureft method of 
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working him up to my defign, being confident 
he would fcorn tp be outdone in any thing, 
much more a matter (o eflential to his charac- 
ter, by one whom he both hated and defpifed fo 
highly." 

** The event (hewed I had judged right." 
•* The count, madam ! (faid he with an air of 
** contempt) Why ! What of him f Is not my 
** money as good as his ?" 

— — " Yes, Sir, I believe it may ; but you 
** do not feem fo well inclined to part with it. 
** I thought, after what you faid laft night, that 
** we fliould not have a fecond word ; but I find 
• *. people can tal k of their ready money, without 
*' opening their purfes." 

** Madam I I'd have you to know, madam, 
^* that I fcorn fuch an imputation* It is well 
•* known that I never go back from my word, 
•* madam. When I fay it, I will d'o it. But 
•• really, don't you think you aflc too much ? 
•• 1$ thtrt no prevailing on you to abate? " 

• -:--^ «c Sir, you faid yefterday, that you did 
•* not like, to make many words ; no more do I, 
•* Sir. On the ftrength of your offering ready 
•• money I fct the very lowed terms j and I 
«• wonder how you can think them much to a 
•* woman of my quality. In my country, I 
•* have known an orange-girl get more, ^ut 
«• perhaps you would chufe fuch low-lived cre^- 
** tures; though I own I took you for a perfon 
•* of better fpirit, and above defcending to apy 
•' thing unworthy of your rank; and I am for- 
** Tj to find that I am miftaken. It is truq I 
*^ had fome hints of the kind given me, and 
*• therefore did not give the count a pofitive dc- 
*^ nizl ; fo that I can eafily come to tctat ^\iV\. 
D 3 ^^YCvcxv 
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** him again. He knows what is due to a ladf 
** of diftindion, and will not make words 
** about fuch a trifle. So, Sir, your humble 
•« fcrvant.'' 

** While I was making this notable and deli- 
.cate fpeecb, which I^could fcarce fupprefs my 
laughter to utter, he ftood in the mod whimfi* 
cal fituation, as if balancing the account be- 
tween avarice and vanity. At length the latter 
prevailing, ** Hold, madam, (faidhe, catching 
•* me by the fleeve, for fear I (hould leave him) 
'«< pray don't be in fuch a violent hurry. I know* 
** bow to behave to you as well as the count, 
<< and better too; aiui Til fee htm damn'd h^^ 
** fore he ihall touch the hem of your gar- 
" ** ment. TJI ^ake him know that he ihaU not 
** pretend to outbid me, for any thing I have a 
*« mind too! That! will! And fo, madaWf you 
*< fliall have your pnc^, without .any draw- 
*< back ; and in earneft of the bargain^ take 
' *< this purfe of an hundred ducats. C&^ BaoiC 
** the time and place; that's ^11. That's all s 
•* I won't ftand for a receipt." 

" Then, Sir, if you will pleafe to come 

** fecretly, at t^n to-morrow night, to my gar- 
•* den-door, I'lJ meet you there myjfelf, and 
** conduA you upJ' 

" V ery well ; 111 be fure to come, J am 

^< always pundual to a minute, in thofe ^Skirjs ; 
** but muft I brinjg the reft of the money wjlh 
** me, or will you make me your banker, and 
•* draw it out as you want it f 

— -— ** I fcould. Sir, with all my heart ; hut 

** it happens that I have occafion tor it to-ii¥)r- 

^* row morning, and therefore muft beg thjp £a- 

** vour of you to bring it to mc by nin^ o'clock," 

^ —"How 
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■i ■ ■ ** How, madam ! Nine o'clock in the 
*' morning ! I thought you (aid ten at night.** 

^-^•^ ** Yes, Sir, To I did, to perform mv part 
^^ of the bargain. I only mean that you mould 
** bring thejnoney focarJy, as I have aprefling 
** call for it in the forenoon. I prefume yoa 
** have no objedion to obliging me fo far ; and 
" don't doubt my honour to keep my promife." 

i« N— N— No, mad^m ! I — I— I 

*^ can't fay as how I do doubt your lady(hip's 
*^ honour in the lead, for the matter of that. 
«' But ftdi, I— I— I-r.. Will not the evening 
*^ do as well ? I fliould be glad to oblige you, 
** to be fure ; but advancing money before we 
*^ have even had a iample of the goods, is 
^^ quits out of the way .of buiinefs. It is what 
« I never do." 

— — ** Then, Sir, heicis yourpurfe again ; 
^\and I acn.forry to have thrown away fo much 
*< time. I muft and will have the money to* 
^ morrow mbrhing. I know the count will 
^ inake no diiEcuIty. Perfons of quality have 
** confideQce in each other.*' 

■ ^' Madam, I have as much confidence 
<' as he, or any man ; and as for -quality^ wii!h 
** the addition of my wife's arms, I have nine 
^' quarterings more than he. His rank indeed ! 
^^ And fo madam, I am ready to oblige ydiir 
** ladyflup with all my heart, if it was ten tim<s 
** more, t only feid it was out of the courfe of 
*' bufinefs. I did not refufe jom. No ! No !*E 
*^ know better what is due to a perfon of rank, 
*^ than to refufe fuch a trifle, .We always have 
** a regard for .one another.*' 

■ ** Then, Sir, I may depend upon jiou^ 
^ at nine in the morning, without fail." 

D4 -.«Y^M 
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** You may moft afluredly, madam ; 
** and fo take ihe earned again." 

*♦ All things being thus fettled, I permitted 
him the honour of a falute, as earneft of the 
bargain on my fide, and fent him away quite 
happy. 

'^ I fuppofe his impatience for the arrival of 
the next morning was not quite fo high as mine» 
\iolent as his paffion was. However, he was 
pundlual to his time : and being immediately 
admitted to my dreffing-room, as foon as the 
ferv^ints withdrew, " Here, madam, (faid he, 
^< with an emotion that ffaewed the ilruggle in 
*^ his breaft at what he was doing) here is the 
** money. You may tell it over. I have only 
^< deduaed the hundred ducats I gave you in 
** earneft, and the ufual difcount for advancing 
" money before-hand j only five per cent, no 
*^ more ; and we never do it for lefs. Bufmefs 
" will not afford it*" 

*♦ Well, Sir, (anfwcred I, fully fatisfied that I 
/* was fecure of fo much) I do not underftaitd 
** ihofe matters ; tut I leave it entirely to yoD. 
^< And to convince you that I am a perfon of 
^* honour, I will be as pundual to my appoint* 
** ment as you have been to your's. At tcli 
••* precifeiy, you fliall find me at the garden - 
^* door. But, for fear of being obferved, don't 
V you tbink it would be better if you were to 
•* difguifc yourfelf fome-way. A lady's rcpu- 
;** tation, you know is a very tender thing ; 
** neiiber would- it be fo proper, that a perfon 
•< of ycttr dignity Oiould be difcovered. It wouU 
«* Icffen your importance in the eyes of the 



T HE R E V ERI E. 5^ 

-■'■ ** Why, madam, to be fure, whatyoiir 
" ladylhip fays is very right; and therefore, 
** though I (hall fcarce know myfelf when I lay 
** by my robes^ I will ftrive to-do without them 
•* for once, and come difguifed in the drefs of 
*< any p^iv^te gentleman. I have heard that 
*5 the greateft pleafure of an intrigue is in the 
*^ ftratagems and tricks that are praClifed to hide 
« it. Hah ! hah f hah ! And fo I wife your 
*' ladyfeip a good morning. At ten 1 Rememr 
«« ber at ten."* 

** My fcheme having fucceeded thus far, I 
was impatient to communicate their good for* 
tune to thofe who were to reap the benefit of it. 
I therefore wrote to his daughter, to come to 
me that night about eleven o'clock, and bring 
her lover with her. The great difficulty now 
was how to open the affair to the wife, in fuch- 
a manner, that fee feould be ready to be pro* 
duced at a proper time, without danger of her 
letting her wrath break put too foon, fp as to 
prevent the accomplifement of my defign. 

** The only way I could think of was,. to go 
to the lady from whom I had the ftory of the 
family, and who, I had reafon to believe, would 
gladly give her affiftance to promote any fcheme 
for punifeing her hufeand, and expofmg him to 
ridicule. At the firft mention of the affair, fee 
entered moft heartily into it ; and, to make fure-' 
of the lady, went direSly and engaged her td 
l^end the evefting with he^: ; not chufing to let, 
her know a word of the matter till every thing: 
feould be ripe for execution, for fear of the 
violence of her temper. 
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Continued, Lijiemrs feldcm like what they la^^ 

"^ The danger of^n^eJktng high hhod'^ with /^ 

great merh jff feace^nyaking in the modern wayt 
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A \JL things^ betng thus prepared, the -ev 
•**• pcftcd hour at length arriycd whcB I at- 
tended to admit my gallant* who did not make 
me wait long. On my opening the garden- 
door^I wasforprrfed to fee the manner in which 
he liad difgmiied iiimfelf. He had put on an 
old fuit of cloaths all over dawb'd with lace^ 
which lia4 Velongeid hi^ a century before to a 
delation of his wife\^1ioin the tradition of her 
family recorded to have been a general officer; 
and whicii fbe prefcrved with the moft religioui 
care, as an inaifputable proof of iierilluftrious 
defcent) fupplying new lace or cloth oc-cafion- 
aHy, to repair the depredations of time. 
. «• The abliirdity of putting on for privacy 
a drefs wbofe glaringnefs and Angularity muft^ 
attra'A the notice of everyone who faw it, apd 
would probably draw the <nob after his heels, 
could not have efcaped any one but himfelf \ 
but hh head was too intent upon making a 
£gure in the eyes of his miftrefs, to mind any 
flung elfe ; ^ I was far fsom being difpleafed at 
it, my motive /or defiring him to difguife him- 
felf being olily to expofe him to ftronger ridi* 
cule on deteftion, which I did not de&gn he 
&oid<) efcape. 

*• As 
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** As foon as he entered the garden, his fil*ft' 
care was to make me obfervethebrilliancy of 
his appearance, hy telh'ng me that according td 
my defire he had come in di^uife, but could 
not pofEbly debafe himfelf, or difljonbtfr mefo 
much, as to put on any drefs unworthy of bis 
'rank, or improper to appear in before me, 1 
thanked him for xny (hare of his compliment ; 
and being apprehenfive that he might .be fot 
taking feme liberties which I did not Itkfe, ff 1 
made any delay there, led him dii^eflly up to my 
own chamber, where I left him in the dalle, 
telling him I would return asibdn as I faw my 
fervants properly xiifpoied of. 

" I then wentxiown into the parlour, 'Whei'e 
my confederate had juft brought his wlf^,' b^g 
with expectation of bearing fomethingfcoln-nie 
Aat nearly concerned her honour. T^^ Words 
wei-e requifite to introduce a fubjeft which all 
were equally impatient for. I dire3Iy unfdMed! 
to her the injuflice defigned to her bled ; (the 
afFair of the money I thought proper nbt t<i^ 
mention for obvious reafons) and telling ijerj^ 
that having in vain tried every argument toigtft! 
rid of his importunity, and convince him iJf the 
£agrancy of fuch a crime agamft a lady of iiet^ 
jank,I had at length pretended toconriply with 
his defires, on purpofe to give him up to her 
admonitions and authority, which I'hoped might 
be more efFedlual to reclaim him,; and there- 
fore made an appointment wkhliimji as If tp 
gratify his vile defires, incdnfei^uenfee'df^h&rb 
he was that very moment in jny chanAfer, yhi- 
' ther (he was at liberty to go to "Kim. * 

"It is impoffible to defcribe the efilA iftib 
ilory had on her. She ftood [ovfota^-toi>'cK&^^ 
D 6 X«ia* 
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convulfed with rage. At length recovering h^r* 
fclf a little, ihe was for going direSly and tramp- 
ling the wretch under her feet i but her friend 
interpofed, and infinuating, as we had concert- 
ed, that though what I faid might pof&bly be 
vtry true,, it would yet be a fatisfadion to the 
lady to be a witnefs to it herfelf; wherefore (he 
thought it would be the beft way^ if I pleafed,. 

- for me to- return to him, and enter into fome 
fiich difluafive difceurfe as I had before ufed,. 
his aniw^rs to which would confirm what I had 
faid, and be a tefiimony againft him, that he 
tould not attempt to deny or evade. To this I 
replied with an ofFended air, that I was not ac- 
cuflomed to have what I faid doubted , how- 
^ver^ on fuch an occaCon as this I (hould wave 
all pun£lilip, to give fatisfadlion to one for 
whom I had fo high a refpe£t as her ladyfhip ^ 
and therefore was ready to do that, or any thing 
e)fe (be (hould defire* 

"" Flattered by this compliment, (he nodded 
niajefiicaliv, and fuppreiling her wrath, as welF 
as (^e could, tet me know that (he would atb- 
tend. me to the difgraceful fcene. 

** My gallant ivas by this time beginning to 
he impatient. On my opening the door (which 
Heft open for his wife, though I (hot the lock 
to impofe uponhim) he advanced to me, and. 
taking me by the hand afk^d why I had not 
brought a light ? ** Deeds of darknefs (faid I„ 
•*.with.a loud figh) (hould avoid the light. 1 
•*.do>,nc8t believe t (hall c»er bear to fee the 
•*' light again after cpnfenting to give you thia 
^ meeting. But I hope you will refled on the 
^^ Uauclutefs of fuch a crime as this you have 
^ been fo loBg folliciting inc to, and deflft ber* 

f^/o»itU toa htt^ — ** Hey- 
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' " H^y-day ? What can be the meaning 
^* of all this ? What foors-play can you beat 
•* now ? Come ! Come ! For (hame, ftand to 
^ your word, I cannot flay long with you tOr 
** night. I muft be at home before my Jeza^ 
^^ bel of a wife> to pull off thefe cloaths. 4 If 
♦• fhe fhould fee them upon me, I {hould never 
^ hear the laft of it. I cannot ftay above an 
** hour ; and fo make hafle." 

■ " I am am^azed, Sir, that you can fpeak 
" of a lady of your wife's rank in fo difrefpecEl- 
*^ ful a manner ! It gives me a very bad opinion 
** of you. She merits better treatment j antf 
** after the honour fhe has done you in conde- 
-^^fccnding to be your wife,, it isthe higheft in- 
'< juftice and ingratitude ia you to wrong lier 
" bed with any body AhJ* 

■' ** Blood, madam, you are enough to 
^^ make a man mad, to ftand trifling fo at fuch 
^* a time as this ! As to what you fay about my 
^^ wife's bed, it is all nonfenfe. No man 
** can bear to bed with fuch an ugly, filthy 
** brute ; and for the honour (he did me, I am 
" fure I have paid dearly for it. I have raifed 
** her great family from beggary. They had 
" not a rag to cover their illu&rious nakednefs, 
** till I topk compaffion.'*— 

** At thefe words,, in burft his wife like a 
tygrefs robbed of her whelps. Villain ! flave ! 
" bafe mechanic ! (exclaimed fhe) You take 
** compaffion on my family L You raife them 
** from beggary! But TU not ftoop to talk to 
*<you. ril have fatisfaftion !' I will! The 
*^ blood cif your bafe heairfhall wafh away the 
^ afTront. I'll fummon . all my relations to- 
^ mouOYi^^oxoitiWigi. and lay )our villainy b^ 
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«' fore them. Thcy*H vindicate the honour of 
<* our houfe ; they'll do juftlcc to themfelves 
** and me, in a manner that fliall ftrike terror 
*« into all fuch ungrateful wretches/* 

*« While (he poured out thefc threats, fee 
^as feardiihe for him all round the room -, but 
he' fortunately efcaped her by creeping under 
the ted, the moment he heard her voice, where 
he lav in a fituation that may eaYifly be conceived* 
Not being able to find him, (he roared out for 
lights ; but I thought it would be too fevere to 
give him up, till her anger fhould be fomewhat 
cooled, and therefore countermaoded them j 
and as flie had by this time raved herfelf out of 
breath, I took her by the hand, and leading 
her to a chair, ^^ Pray, madam, (faid I, in a 
** foothing accent) fit down for a moment and 
•* ftrivc to compofe yourfelf. I own the pro- 
<* vocation you have received is very great, to 
** have your bed flighted, and your perfon fpokq 
«* fo ihjurioufly of." — 

** Mention not that ! (anfwered flie) men- 
«< tion not that ! I defpife him too much to re- 
♦* gard any thing he can fay of myfelf. But 
** my family ! The villain, to traduce my fa- 
^' mily, and talk of their being under obliga- 
** tion to him ! They who fufFered him to come 
«* into their pedigree, and quarter their arms ! 
•* I will have revenge. I will have his heart's 
*♦ blood." 

** The refentment you flbew, madam, (in- 
«* terpofed the other lady) is worthy of yoq, 
** and proves the nobility of your blood. No 
** perfon of family can bear fuch abufe. Bu^ 
•< ftill, madam, confider who it is that has of- 
5* fcrcd jt. A creature that is not worthy of 

** the 
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** the jofeuDtoiefit x)f your relations^ znd lias oot 
*♦ the fpirit to mefet them to be kiUed fiirly, 
*^ and as a nfan jq£ honour ibould kill him ; and 
** you would not have them turn afTaiSns and 
*^. murder him, and Co let all his fortune go to 
^ his daughter, as you could not inherit it after 
"** fich an adliojn. r or all thcfe rcafohs I would 
'^* recommend it to you to make \ip tbia ligly 
" affair. What has paffed is known only to 
** ourfelves, a rd need go no farther. Whcre- 
" fore, if he will a& your pardon for what he 
*^ intended to do, and adually faid to this la- 
^ dy, and wUl niake over half his fortune to 
>^ you, to (ettle upon your own family, in cafe 
.^*^.yoii(hould have no children yourfelf, I think 
*^ your ladyflx^ had hetter forgive l^im.'* 

** The other heard her out with great pa- 
tience ', and then paufing forfome time, as if to 
weigh matters, ^' Well, madam, (faid flie, figh- 
** mg) fince you advife it I fubmit« For this 
*' offence I will accept of the fatiaftu^ion you 
^< propofe ; but let him take care how :he le^ 
<< peats it." 

*< Matters being thus happily adjufted, I cal^- 
led for lights, and defired my gallaot to make 
bis appearance, who having overheard all that 
paffed, ventured to creep out of his bote, thougb 
without daring to fpeak a word. 
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CHAP. XL 

Conclude J, A relapfe is often worfe than the firfi 
difirder. By the help of good friends^ the grey 
mare proves the better horje* The whole conclu^ 
ded withfonie tntere/iing refle^ions^ which prove 
that people Jbould look before they leap. 

«« npHE candles difcovcred a groupc of ff- 
* gures not cafy to be defer ibcd. My un- 
fortunate gallant, all pale and trembling, his 
bufhy wig turned awry, and the powder of it 
fpread over his cloaths, which were all tum- 
bling and dropping wet from fomething he had 
fpilled in his creeping under the bed, fixed his 
haggard eyes upon his tender mate, who no 
fooner perceived the fplendid relics of her 
kinfman's rank abufed in fuch a manner, than 
forgetting her pacific refolution, (he rtlapfed in- 
to all her former fury. 

•* Audacious villain (exclaimed flie, her eyes 
glaring with rage, and her whole face diflorted 
lyith every diabolical paifion) '* to profane that 
** facred teftimony of the honour of my family 
^ on fuch a wicked, bafe occafion ! Were you ' 
** not afraid that the offended fpirit of it's illu*- 
<' ftrious owner would come and tear it from 
^ your vicious carcafc ? But he has left the tafk 
<«^ to me." 

" Saying this, (he flew at the trembling 
wretch with an impetuofity not to beprevented^ 
and, driving her fangs into his cheeks, in an in- 
::ftant bathed his face in blood. Cowards when^ 

arouKed 
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arbuzed are always moft defparate. Thougli 
nothing could have made him face her fury de- 
liberately, the moment he felt her claws in his 
fle(h he forgot his fears, and giving and hideous 
roar returned her affault with equal violencfe, 
faflening one hand in her hatrj andftriking hfer 
on the face and breaft with all his might with 
the other. 

*' The combat now was really terrible, and 
the victory for fome time doubtful. But at 
length with our affiftance, who, when we 
thought (he had fufFered enough, under the ap- 
pearance of partirrg them, overpowered him, 
the amaa^n got the better, and kneeling on his 
breaft as he lay on the ground, vented her rage 
u^on him while (he was able to flrike a blow. 
When (he could beat him no more, we made 
a (hift to feparate ^nd raife them from the 
ground," and having with fome difixculty reftor- 
ed them both to their (enfes, refumed our me- 
diation, in which we were fo fucefsfiil, both 
parties being fuiliciently Ttck of the quarrel, 
that-a reconciliation was agreed to, which We 
took care fhould be on the nioft mortifying 
terns to the old letcher. 

** During all thefc tranfaftions, my poor 
gallant ufed frequently to look at me fo fignifi- 

t cantly, that I was afraid his wife would have 
obferved it, and extorted an explanation. But 
it efcaped her notice, and he thought proper not 
to mention any thing of the matter; whe- 
ther that he judged fuch an inftance of extra- 

"vagance would only provoke her more ; for^ 
lavi(h as (he was of his money upon her rela- 

'ticfns, (he grudged him every penny he fpent; 
^r concluded from my conduct, that I (hould 



«6 THE REVERIE. 

dexiy the charge, which in that caie would only 
aggravate his fhame, as he had no proof of it. 
** To confirm him in this opunion, which I 

{{ueffed to be the caufe of his filence when his ' 
ady and he were firft ready to depart> I muf- 
tered up all the aiTurance I could 5 and addref- 
itng myfelf to her, ^' I hope, madam (faid I) 
** that if this odd aiFair (hould ever happen to 
** be known, you will bear witnefs to the pu- 
** rity and virtue of my conduft : And you. Sir, 
^* I muA caution againft taking any liberties 
'* with my character, with a view of extenua- 
** ting your own crime, or laying any thing to 
'^ my charge which you cannot^plainly prove, 
*^ as VQU legard your life | which you are fen- 
** i^le, would be ma4e anfwerable for any ui- 
«« £uk ofFer^d to me." 

^< Tp this ^eech (he replied in the affirms* 
live, while faex hulband returned only one of his 
.iixpreffiv« looks, and then they lovingly de- 
parted together. 

^< When my confederate and I ha,d indulged 
our tnirih far feme time, we went to ray gaj« 
lant's dajugbter, who, with her lover, wasjuft 
then come. On my entering the room where 
they were, the ftrongeft anxiety appeared in 
both tbcirfciGcs, though modefty prevented rtieir 
giving it utterance. Not to keep them in paio, 
•*^You told me yefterday, madam, (faid I, tak- 
^* ing her by the hand) that a thouiand crowns 
^^. would giv^ you a profpeA of happinefs, with 
** this dcferving gentleman. I now have the 
*' pljeafure to inform you, that I have applied 
•* to your father, with whom I hAve pleaded 
** fo fuccelifully, that I have got you two 
^ iCboufaiid hgm bimf which i Savi^ ready to 

** giv0 
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** give you, and hope heaven will blefs i^tln 
** your hands.'* 

<< What this happy pair felt on this occafion^ 
may be eafier conceived than defcribed. They 
fell together on their knees before I could po$- 
bly prevent thenii and VMng my hands, bathed 
them with tears of extafy. . My heart melted jn 
fympathy with them. I raifed them from tbe 
ground, and embracing them both, led theip, 
unable to fpeak, into the' next room, where I 
put the money into the lady's hands, who di« 
redly gave it to him. We than (at down to 
fftpper, during which, tc^ relieve t]»eir fpixits 
that were finking under the prefiure of joy and 

fratitude, J gave a loofe to the fk^ure n;>y 
eart was overflowing with, apd entertained 
them in the mojft obliging and famil^iar manner ; 
and when the fervants mired gratified daeir^u- 
rioCty, which I faw railed to a torUine, with an 
Zccouxii of the whole affaix;, but in the Jigbt 
moft favourable to my ojd gallant^ |x>AvoUi giv- 
ing his daughter paia,who,notwitbftandifl£his 
unnatural treatment of her, never fnet^tioned 
him but in terms«of duty and w^e^^ 

*' Though the burgoer and bia lady fafid - 
promi&d, as really they ought for their «wn 
Jakes, to keep this curious afiair (ecret, it /oan 
t took wind. Theladyvwhofe natural iwy^Ui^fs 
of temper was not mAich encreafed by this af- 
fair, never faw the livid mark$ pf her hv^nd's 
prowefs upon her face, or thought of the .pro* 
^nation of her kinfman's cloaths, that Sks dfd 
not read him a comfortable ledure on his bafe* 
nefs.and debauchery before all companies.; by 
which means all me knew of the. iMttf^.hf^ 
came public B^t this wa$ not alh Mf gal- 
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lant had boafled among his intimates of (up* 
planting the count in my favour ; and when he 
was fo far recovered from the efFefts of hyt 
wife's refentmcnt as to be able to fliew his face, 
fcrupled not to fay that he had carried his fuc- 
cefs to the height of his wiflies, though he tit^ 
ver took courage to renew his applications to 
me, nor even, which I' wondered at, to de- 
mand rcftitution of his money, 

** This laid me under a neceffity of telling 
the whoJe affair, in my own vindication, both 
his giving me the money and the ufe I had made 
of it, which gave the ftory another turn ; thofe 
who were moft unfavourable in their opinions 
of me before now changing their note, and ex- 
tolling my juflice and generofity to the (kies. 
Nor was this the only advantage I received 
from it. The reft of my admirers, terrified by 
the burgher's fate, thought proper to draw off 
in time, and give up a purfuit that might be at- 

' tended with danger ; fo that I was delivered 
from the pfcrfecution of their impertinence. 

** By this time the campaign was ended, and 
my friend returned to me, who enjoyed the 
whole ftory with the higheft plcafure; but as 
my gallant might fome way have it in his power 
to make my abode in that place difagreeable, 
for be was more vexed at the ufe I had applied 
his^ nioney to, than at his own lofmg it, before 
he took the field next feafon, he removed me 
hither where I haved lived ever fincc, if 
not in the credit I could wifli, yet without aiiy 
new reproach, and where I want nothing fa 

-much as the approbation of my own mind to 

make me happy.' 

"You 
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V You may probably wonder why I do. not 
feek this bappinefs, by breaking off my preient 
connexion with my friend, and returning to 
my family ! But, alas, the things which v^t 
ought to do are not always in our power. I 
fee what is beft, but I follow that which is 
worft. My heart is now fo wedded to him, 
(if I may ufe the expreffion) that death only 
can part me from him ; and though the plea* 
jfure I enjoy in his company is never without 
allay, even for the poor pittance of his time 
which it is in his power to fpend with me, from 
the refledlion of it's being criminal both in the 
commencement and continuation of it, I have 
not refolution, I canaot even fay I have a wi(h 
to be feparated from him, 

"Befide, whom flbould I return to? What 
happinefs could I expe£i: at home ? My family 
indeed have let me know that they would re- 
ceive me ; but how ? Not to their efteem ! 
That is impoffible* As a reprobate whom they 
have admited out of charity, to give her an op- 
portunity of repentance, and fave her from ruin 
in another life as well as this ; as a reproach to 
them, which ihey would keep among thcm- 
felves to hide it from the world. Every look 
would upbraid me, every word infult my folly. 
At lead confcioufnefs would take it in that 
fenfe, which were equally intolerable. 

*' I have thus, my dear friend, given you a 
view of my unhappy life, both to entertain you 
and eafe my own heart, by pouring out it's griefs 
into your oofom. If you think me worthy of 
t^e like confidence, or that my advice can be 
of any advantage to you, I fhall give it with as 
much iinceriiy a$ I fbail receive yout^ ^\^^ ^\^* 
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tituie' upon all occafions ; and I promife you 
the* moft MT^iolatble fecrcfy." 



O H A P. XII. 

One ^Qry generally introduces another. The true 
objeSf of female attention to drefs. Common con- 
fequences of fajhionable intimacy^ and female 
friendjhip^ with a fecret of making a right ufi 
of a /hoeing'horn, 

THE othet lady, who had liftened to her 
friend's ftory with the ffrongeft attefttion, 
wis fome tirhc before (he made any anfwcr. , 
At length with a down cnft look and heivy 
figh, *' I fhould make a bad return, dear ma- 
dam, (faid (be) for the good opinion you have 
(hewn of me, could I harbour any doubt, 
of you, or refufc to comply with any thing 
you defire. My unhappy ftory has few cir- 
cumftances ; and O that the fcquel of it may 
have fewer yet ! Thofe in which it differs 
from your's are all to my difadvantage. The 
princrples of virtue were inculcated in my 
opening mind with the tendereft care, and 
enforced to my imitation by the moft lively 
example. I paffed the moft dangerous feafon 
of life, when ripening youth too often makes 
ffaffion an over match for reafon, without re- 
proach ; and at laft ran head-long into ruin, 
with my eyes open. 

** You muft wonder at a conduft fo contrary 
to every mtxtive that (hoxddinffucnce a creature 
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endowed with the faintcft glimmering of rea« 
fon« But the caitfe of it may be eafily traced. 
Public fame had flattered me into an opinion of 
my own beauty, and many examples juftified ' 
my ambition of rifmg ta the moft exalted for- 
tune on the merit of that alone. Yielding there- 
fore to the impulfe of vanity, I thought of no- 
thing but improving that advantage^; and, un- 
der the appearance of Audying my own plea- 
iure, laid fnares, with the moft anxious and mer- 
<:cnary aiSduity, for every man whom I thought 
proper for my purpoTe : the wretched toil to 
-^which the greateft part of our fex devote the 
prime of life. 

**I proceeded for fonte time on this plan, 
"When the gentleman with whom I am at pre- 
fent conneded took it into his head to Angle' 
me out for the objeft of his gallantry. Though * 
his being a married man cut oiF all hopes of* 
fuccefs in my favourite Icheme, there was fome-* 
thing fo flattering to my vanity in being ad- 
mired by a perfon of his rank, that I could not 
rtfift the pleafure of it, efpecially as I meant' 
nothing criminal, and this kind of gallantry 
bad the fanftion of faihion. 

** As the general intercourfe kept up among' 
people of diftinc^ion had been improved into' 
fome degree of intimacy between this gentle- 
man's wife and me, the affiduity with which he' 
paid attention to me upon all occafions for fom^ 
time paffed for the efFeft of familiarity and , 
friendfeip. But whether (he fufpefted thef 
truth, and therefore thought proper to (hew d 
coolnefs to me, or that confcioufnefs of de- 
fervii>g it made me think fo, I at length begaii 
to fancy that (he Sighted nw ^ and \>e\t\^ cow- 
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firmed in that opinion, by finding myfelf omit- 
ted in a general invitation of her acquaintances, 
I conceived the moft violent refentment 
againft her; to wreak which in the feverefl 
manner I aifeded to liflen to her hufband's ad* 
drefl'es with pleafurc, and gave reafon for fufpi- 
cion5 which were foreign to my heart, though 
at the fame time I was not infenfible that by 
fuch a condudl I ran the hazard of defeasing 
my original defign ; but this I vainly thought 
1 could remedy when I pleaftd, by breaking off 
all connexion with him as fpon as I had gra- 
tified my pique againft her. 

"There is nothing more dangerous than 
liftening to the allurements of vjce though with 
the moi\ innocent intention. It is like playing 
on the brink of a precepice. By making the 
idea familiar, it takes oft* its terrors, and hrings 
on a falfe fecurity that Generally betrays into a 
fall. ^ , ' 

*' I expe«9ed that my admirer's wife woul^ 
foon perceive this change in my Qondu<^, and 
by breaking with me entirely give me an oppof; 
tunity of triumphing over her in the moft mor- 
tifying manner, by (hewing the moft fovereign 
contempt for what made her fo unhappy. But 
inftead of this (he continued to treat me with 
the fame if not greater intimacy than ever, and 
convinced me that the oftence I had taken bad 
been all groundlefs. 

** Whether (he did this to retort my fchemrs, 
and make me look defpicable even in my 
own eyes, or in hopes of (haming me into 
a proper fcnfe of my behaviour by the contraft 
between it and hers, I cannot fay 3 but this I 
know that it had the former eftc6t moft fully, 

and 
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imd would certainly- hsTe-fuceeeded in the lat* 
ter alfo, kad it not^ been for one of tbofeocci- 
•dcnts which, as yoa jiiftl5robfervcd, ^(hcw the 
insignificancy of human wifdom, and rule otir 
iivey. 

' ^^ A gentleman ofdiftinguifhed rank and for- 
tune, but who- was far sldvanced in years^ and 
in every refpedl an objedl of arerfion and con- 
tempt, unhappily took a liking tome. Tne 
advantagesof fuch a match daszkd tbe eye&^Ff 
fllll my friends, who exerted their utm^ft itlflu- 
ence to induce tne to coiifent to 'it. iButf :tho^ it 
was the very olajeil I had^U along'had in view, 
and exceeded tnemoft feiiguin^ hopemy vani- 
tjr had eves formed, when 'it' came to the U% 
-my heart rebelled, and I coUld not bring my- 
fe] f to barter happin^fd for • grandeur. 

Though I g^ve this- ahfwer in die^moft 
•^ermincd manner,- •and- fupported it with rea* 
fons Tmp<5JEble to be refuted,- my lover would 
not defift, Onthe contrftry^ he ieemed deter<* 
mined to weary me out byiiis importunity, ancf^ 
tofecond'it, engaged the authority Of my fami- 
ly, on the ftrength of which* he- always urg^ 
'his odious fuit with the mdft iRfulting' confix 
dence. 

" The contfift between -this oond*i<a, aftd 
^he refpedful ihfinuating addrtfsof •myformeir 
admirer was too'ftriking. £ began to hearken 
to him with more pleafure than ever t -ai^i fro^ 
ft confirmed perfuafiontliat lixmldnotbc happy 
with the Other, rafhiy concluded that I muft 
be fo with htm, as if the alternative was una- 
Voidabfe. 

'« As my ancient fuitor had ifettied his bar- 
^in with my friends, he looked ujottm^'aL^ 
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ficurf , and therefore made no fecret of the af- 
fair. . The nK)ment it came to my lover's ears, 
he expoflulated with me upon it in the mod; 
paflionate and tender terms -, and though I had 
yet formed norefolutions which made it neccf- 
iary for me to account for my conduit to him, 
I held the other in fuch aveifion, that in the 
weaknefs of my heart I could not conceal it ; 
nor my unhappinefs and apprehenAons from the 
authority, and importunities of my friends. 

*' He was too well verfed in the fcicnce of 
intrigue not to take immediate advantage of 
this. He condoled with me on the cruelty of 
fuch a perfecution, enumerated the many in- 
ftances in which it had been unhappily fuccefs- 
ful $ and heightened my diflike of the other into 
abhorrence, by fever^l anecdotes of his charaSer 
ivhich I was V^fore a ftranger to. Nor did he 
iiop hei:e. As he was intimate with his rival, 
he inilantly exerted all his art to urge him to 
. prefs his fuit with me more earneftly, imputing 
.my refufal to coynefs which wanted only to be 
woed, and tucnijig his bafbfulnefs, as he cal- 
led it, into ridicule. 

."While he ftimulated him in this manner, 
he made me believe that he ufed every argu- 
ment which generofity and honour could fug- 
geft, to difluade him from a purfuit that he 
jaw was fo difagreeable, but all in vain ; the 
oiherdeclaring,that, if I perfifted much longer, 
be wouldhayerecourfe to the the authority of my 
friends, which they had promifed to exert at a 
. proper time, when rcfiftance (bould be out of 
my power. This fcheme was too fuccefsful. 
Urged on by him, my fuitor preffed his addref- 
it> with redoubled warmth, and enforced them 

wit 
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with new ofFers, which' engaged my friends ftill 
irtore fanguinely in his behalf; and by that 
means confirmed all my lover had faid to me, 
who aggravated my apprehenfions of compul- 
fion to luch a height, fixing the very hour when 
I was to be facrificed to a particular day on 
which I had been obliged to accept of an invi- 
tation to his country-feat, in company with 
fome of my ncareft relations, that in the mad- 
nefs of affright I liftened to the propofals he 
made me, and cortfented to come away with 
him, perfuaded that, however blameable fuch a 
ftep might be in other cafes, felf-prcfervatio.i 
juftified it in me ; fo that I really ran away 
from my fuitor, rather than with my lover. 

** The myftery of this management I was 
not long unacquainted with. He was fo proud 
of the addrefs he had (hewn in it, that the mo- 
ment he had me in his power, he cQuld npt 
avoid boafting of it in the vanity of his heart. 
This was the firft thing that awoke me to re- 
flexion, though I have fince had abundant rea- 
fons befide. The mortification of finding my- 
felf duped in fuch a manner, by one whofe un- 
derftanding I had ever held in too low efteem, 
to have any apprehenfions of the kind, with 
the ridiculoufly vexatious circumftances which 
attended my elopement, had fuch an efFedl up- 
on me, that I wrote to my friends in the an- 
guifli of my foul, to beg I migitt be permitted 
to return, and throw myfelf abfolutely upon 
their mercy in every refpedt but that of being 
facrificed to that odious old creature ; but a 
falfe pride prevented their complying wirh my 
requeft. They concluded ihou^h vno^t \v\- 
jurioullj, that my ruin was con\p\^atei^^ -slw^^ 
E 2 xc^^SLvt^ 
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' rejeded me with difdaiii) as a reproach^ to 
them. 

*' I then had no choice left, and was obliged 
to perfift from neceffity in the crime of folly> 
as, I am perfuaded, is the cafe of many of thofe 
who appear mod culpable. What will be the 
confequence I dare not even divine. This 
I am determined on : I will not be the fport of 
his caprice, carried about tike an tinneceilary 
part of his baggage, only for (hew, to gratify 
his vanity at the expence of my fhame. He 
(hall either quit his military life at the end of 
this campaign, and retire, according to his re- 
peated promifes and oaths, to fome place where 
we (hall not be known; or I will quit him» 
and return home at every event, I am entitled 
to a fortune that will afford me a morfel of 
bread in fome country village, where I may 
haveleifure enough to repent of my folly; and 
even that is better than the life I lead now." 



CHAP. XIII. 

More military matters* Politics on omfide of the 
quejlion^ 

JUST as the lady had concluded her flory^ 
my fellow-traveller continued his journey. 
i therefore left the fair friends together, to com- 
pare the errors of their paft conduct, and con- 
firm each other in iheir refolutions of amend- 
ment. 

The 
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The futtler, having taken tl;ic circuit he in- 
tended, arrived at thief camp to which he wai 
Imping without any accident, and delivered his 
packet into the geiiefars own hand, who run- 
ning his eye over the contents, •* This will do ! 
** (faid he) This will do ! I,navc long waited 
** for an . opportunity to give them a decifive 
<* ftroke, and now I h^ve got it ; thanks to my 
** faithful and vigilant agents ! Sure no other 
•* people ever wer^ fo infatuated as to harbc^' « 
** thefubjeflsof their enemies thus in their v 
** bofom, in a time of open war ! They do 1 
" preconcert a motion that 1 have, not not 
** of. Indeed if it were not for the intelliger, 
** which I receive in this manner, I (hould c 
** ten be at a lofs." 

The purport of the intelligence which h 
had received was, that the adverfe army woul 
be fo confiderably. weakened, as the next day, 
by feveral detachment^, that a general attack 
might be made almoft with a certainty of fuc- 
cefs. Such an o(5pQrtunity was not to be mlf- 
fed« He inftantly fet about making all the ne* 
ceffary preparations, and fent orders to an- 
other general, who commanded a feparate body 
of forces, but fubordinate to him, to fecond his 
defign, hy a vigorous attack at the fame time 
on the fide next him. The difpofitions he made 
wore the moft promifing afpe^ ; but, according 
to the ufual uncertainty of military operations, 
his whole, fcheme mifcarried. He met with fo 
Varm a reception from the enemy, who had an 
opportiifiity of oppofing .their whole force to 
hiin^ the other general not attacking at the 
fame time, that he was forced to retreat with 
*^epipitaticin and conftderable lofs^ atvd \^vi^ 
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the other, who was juft then coming up, cx- 
pofcd to the vicaorious army, which might have 
giiren him a total defeat, had not that been con- 
trary to the general's fcheme of protradling the 
war 5 who therefore, content with repulfing 
one part of the enemy's forces, permitted the 
other to retreat without a ftroke. 

This difappointment inflamed the difcord 
which already fubfifted between the two gene- 
rals; the chief alledging, that he (hould have 
fucceeded in his attempt, had his orders been 
properly obeyed by the other, who retorted the 
accufation, and faid he was abandoned on pur- 
pofc that he might be cut off, which muft have 
been the confequence had not the enemy mif- 
talcen a retreat, for which he faw no neceflity, 
-for a ftratagem to draw him in between the two 
corps, each of which was almoft equal to his 
whole army. 

The confequence of this difagreement is ob- 
vious. Each general had his own creatures 
among the officers, who, openly efpoufing the 
caufe of their patrons, began a kind of civil 
war among themfelvcs, which threatened the 
moft dingcrous effcfls, bad the enemy ^ beep 
inttnt upon taking the advantage of them. 

On my proceeding to take a view of this ^r- 
wiy, I was f( nfibly itruck at the difference be- 
tween it and that which I had feen before. In 
the other, though a variety of interefts pre- 
vented the varicus corps of which it was com- 
pofcd from holding that friendly in tercourfe 
with each other, that ought to. fubfift. be- 
tween men engaged in the fame; caufe, yet 
fiill that jealoufy went no farther than an un« 
Yociable diftance, and never interfered with 

duty« 
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duty. The men befide were well provide" 
with the neceflary appointments of every kind, 
which preferved them in that health and vigor 
indifpenfably effential to fuccefsU; , 

But here every thing wore a different afped. 
Though all the fubje<Ss of the fame -fdvereign, 
and therefore united in every vre^ of infereft, 
the officers, as I have obferved, were divided 
into faftions, and embroiled in conffant quar- 
rels } and the private men ficicly, half-ftarved, 
and half-naked ; yet, under all thcCt diftrac- 
tions and diftreffes, the levity of temper which 
charafterifes their nation difplayed itfelf in it's 
greateft force; the officers forgetting their ani- 
mofity the moment they had put up their fwords, 
and chatting together on matters of mirth and 
amufement with all the familiarity of friends, 
till fome accident revived their difputes ; arid the 
men dancing to divert hunger, and keep them 
warm, and all venting their refentment againft 
the authors of their feveral grievances in a fcur- 
rilous fong or lampoon. 

While 1 was making thefe obfervations the 
night after this mifcarriage, my attention was 
ftruck by a converfation which pafled between 
two officer? on guard, who, having drawn ofF 
to fome diftance from their men, thought them- 
fclves in no danger of being over-heard, and 
therefore opened their hearts without referve. 

*' I think, (faid one of them, whofe accent 
** fhewed him to be a foreigner) that confider- 
** in^ all things, we got very well over this 
** affair. Had the enemy purfued his advan- 
** tage, I do not know what might have been 
^* the confequence." . ^ • 

E 4. < STVx. 
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•• That is very true, (anfwercd the other) 
^^U might have been fomewbat difagreeable ;, . 
^^ but'this wilJ always be the cafe where court- 
^* favour is put in competition with merit, and 
^^ rivals joined in command whofe emulation 
^ 18 to fupplant each other, though at the ruin 
*' of the public caufe ; and this ia the very 
^^ thing that has drawn this war out to fuch a 
•* tedious length. TTie general who began it 
V glorioufly was immediately removed, to make 
•• way for one whofe folc aim was to make a^ 
** fortune by every iniquitous and inhuman me- 
" thod of ruining the unhappy countries which. 
** were the feat of war, and defrauding the 
*^ very army he commanded of their necefikry 
*• appointments. When bis avarice was fa- 
'* tiated, and the public clamour grown too 
<^ loud, he was fucceeded by another favourite^ 
^^ though of an oppofite party, who was ho- 
^^ nefter, it is true, but had lefs military knowi 
*f ledge, which' brought a difgrace upon the: 
^* glory of his country, not paralleled ia it*$i 
^ annals. 

" To retrieve that, neceffity. pointed out the 
^ prefent general, bn whofe a&vity and va- 
^ lour great expe^ations were founded. Nor^ 
'< did he difappoint them* His entrance oa 
^f the command was fignalized by the fe veral iiic^ 
^< cefsful and glorious exploits, which were to. 
^ prepaf tnthe way for more important events ; 
<^ but bttofo' he had time to put his great de-^ 
*^ figns in execution, the fame prevailing in- 
** fluence wiiich had fo unhappily removed the 
^^firft. general, and taken offence at the pre-^ 
<* fent alfo, found means to incumber him 
*/ with bisprcfent colleague, ^nd by that meana 

<* fto^ljcd 
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*^ ftoppcdhi^.progrefs, as you have feen this day 5 
** aad whexe it yet may end, I tremble to think/' 
'^ Faith, (leplied the former) this is but an 
.«« uncomfortable account^ I own ; but I never 
•' troiibte my head with looking forward* My 
:*^ builneffi is ta fight when I am in the field^ 
** and live as well as I can upon my pay when 
*^ I am not ;. and I mind nothing elfe. Not but I 
•• ihouldlike to knowfomething of thefe matters 
^' too; butlcan'ttelthowitis^I have abad he&d 
** for polktcs myfelf, and I never converfe with 
^^ any one who is able and wiUtng to infl;ru6t 
** me. If it be not too much trouble', I fhould 
^* be obliged to you for fowie information. It 
■^ will fepve to pafs away the time, as we have 
" nothing to do. Pray what was the caufe of 
*^ this war that has coft U3 fo many fine ar- 
'* mies ? And what are we fent here for ? For 
*^ my part, I cannot comprehend it for my life ! 
" We arc matched all this way, I know not 
^' for what ; and lofe our lives I know not 
** how., dying like rotten flie^p without any 
*• credit to ourfelves, or advantage to our 
•* fovereign." 

♦' You aik a queftion, my friend, (returned 
^' the other) not eafy to be anfwered, nor faf« 
f < to be difcufied, were it poiHble for us to be 
•* overheard ; but as I think there is no dan- 
^* gcr in that, I will ftrivc to give you the beft 
** account I can of the matter. 

" The Englifh and we, you know^ are ne- 
*' ceffarily enemies, becaufe we obffruil each 
*' other^s views. If it was not for thpfe hpad- 
V ftrong Iflanders, we ihould long fince have 
•• raiCsd the glory of our fovereign to the higheft 
** pitch, by the conqueft of all Europe \ ^^^oxi 
£5 V vV^ 
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•'.the other hand, they would engrofs the com- 
•* mercc of the whole world, and of courfe be- 
** come maftcrs of all the wealth in it, did we 
** not CFofs their avaricious views by every pof- 
•' fible means. In negotiating, we always have 
•* the advantage of them ; but when we come 
•* to war, I do not know how it is, but ihey 
** fometimes are hard enough for us* 

''As for the prefent waf in particular, it 
•' took it*s rife folety from their prefumption and 
*• injuftice. Under pretence of our having 
** forcibly poflefled ourfelves of fomc fpots of 
*' land which belonged to them in the bound- 
♦* lefs deferts of America, they fell upon our de- 
*' fcncelefs merchants without any previous de- 
" claration of war, and took numbers of them 
•' in a cowardly pyratical manner. 

*' Provoked at this^ infolence,* our monarch 
*' in bis wrath fentone of his armies, and con- 
«< quered an important part of their dominions: 
•* Aftoniflied at this ftroke, they flood looking 
*' at each other in the moft defpicable afFright, 
*' while he proceeded glorioufly in his con- 
*• quefts in every part of the globe. 

*' Their* tenor was for fome time fo great, 
•' that they called in a parcel of their mercena- 
•*' ry allien, to protedl them from his vengeance^ 
•' which they apprehended would purfue them j 
•* even in their own country ; not giving them- 
^' felves time to confider, that there was a fea: 
" between them which it was impoffible for 
*f his troops to pafe. 

*« At length they were roHzcd from this 
*' fiate of fear and flupefa6lion into a kind of 
•* phrenzy, in which, by fome ftrange mifma- 
^^ nagement in oux affairs^ they not only recou 
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** vered aloioft all the conquefts we had made 
** from them, but alfp puflied their fuccefs 
** to a length which a Frenchman cannot 
*' think of without blufliing. 

** To ballance thefe advantages, and bring 
•* them to a proper way of thinking, we arq 
** fent here, where our alliances and the num-. 
*' ber of our forces encouraged us Jio hope, 
** that we might make fuch acquifitions as on 
'* a treaty of peace fhould be deemed equiva- 
'* lent to theirs, and exchanged for them. Hi-i 
** therto matters have not fucceeded quite foi 
*^ well as we expefted ; but ftill we have gain- 
*^ ed one great point, in making them diffipatQ 
*^ that wealth, which is the foundation of theit 
** power, in a fruitlefs oppofition to us ; a fol-v 
** ly that will certainly reduce them to beggary, 
** if they perfift in it mucH longer, which our 
♦^ monarch knows, and for that reafon conti- 
^' nueSf to carry on the war, even under fucb 
•* apparent difadvantages." 



CHAP, XIV. 

Anewfcheme of carrying on a war. An Ul^timed 
doubt often difconcerts a goodjlory. Anecdotes ef 
a loyal family. Tloe Uftory of Sir Archibald 
tf«i ZELiDE^m^^ ^Armeniar 

*« I A M very much obliged to you for tjils 
** -'• information, (replied the foreigner) I 
** own I •have never viewed things in this, lights 
** before. I have indeed felt fome of the bad 
£ 6 ^ Q^Mv. 
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•* confequences of our want of fucccfs in the 
" fioppage of my pay ; but I never dreamed of 
•* the advantages which might attend the profc- 
^* cution of an unfuccefsfuTwar. 

** But in the mean time, is there no danger 
** that we may be out in our calculation, and 
** ruined firft t By all appearances, the fi^ 
** nances of the enemy are in a much more 
•* fiouriihing.way than ours. They pay every 
•« body pundually, and even enlarge their 
•* cxpcnces every day, inpufliing their good 
^< fortune^ and fupporting the conquefts they 
<• make/* , 

•* And fo much the worfe for them, (re- 
•* torted the Frenchman) their punflual pay- 
*^ ments will foon leave them pennylefs. Our 
** government afted more prudently. By re- 
•• fuiing to pay their debts, they kept money in 
^ their hands to carry on their defigns, which 
^^ the others will foon find themfelves un- 
^ able to do. 

** As to their enlarging their expence in fup* 
** porting their conquefts, that is the Very 
**. thing wc defire. We let them conquer on- 
•• ly to draw them into more expence. You 
^^ cannot think that our mighty monarch would 
*^ have permitted their infolence to have gone 
^'tmpuniihed folong» if he had not fome great 
•* end in view. No ! No ! Their conqueils 
•< will be their ruin, take my word for it. As 
•* foon as they have exhaufted themfelves by 
*^ conquering, they will be glad to give all up 
** for a peace. It has ever been (b. It is but 
** fending an able negotiator to treat with them, 
^* and the work is done ; their heads are too 
^ heavy for politics. No ! No ! their mak- 
^j'/jg conquie&s figaifica nothing* «* Ai 
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*' As tp what you fay of our being ruined 
'^ firfty that 19 all a. miftake. Our king cant 
•* never be ruined while there is ixioiiey, or mo* 
^^ ney's worthy in his dominions. It is all his 
*' own* He need not ftoop to flatter his fub- 
^ je£t6 tbtlend ; he has power to take. They, 
<^ it is true, may poffibly fuiFer for a time ! but 
** what does diat fignify where the glpry ol 
<* their foyereign is concerned ? No true 
*' Frenchman ever thinks of that* He leaver 
*^ fucb felHih cDnfiderations to Englifli raer«^ 
** chants and mechanics. He is abov? theim. 
** I fay, for a time ; becaufe our refouree^ 
** are all within ourfelves. Let us be never fo 
•* exhaufted by war, a few years of peace never 
•* fail to reftore us ; and we have th3 pleafure 
^ to refle£l, that the. attention paid to our in'*> 
*' terefts then always makes amends for what 
*^ we fufFered before ; whereas our enemies 
M think of no fuch thing. The moment they 
•* get a peace, which their eagernefs for itfeK 
•* dom lets them have patience to wait for oa 
•* good terms, they fall to wrangling among^ 
^^ themfelves, and never trouble their head» 
*< about the good of the public, till they hav» 
*' occ^iioa to call for affiftance again ; fo thiit 
^< their aiFairs are always better maioaged in 
^^ war than in peace, even in refped to the 
** matters moft foreign to war. 

*< The reafon of this is, that their gover- 
<< nors not having any dire£b property in the 
<< goods of their fubjefts, they think it not 
<< worth their while to take ^ny care about 
^^ them-; whereas with us, all being in our 
<* ibvereign's power, he looks upon them as 
^* his own, and ftudics their improvemecvt^K.^ 
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•* cordingly. Of this there might innumera- 
«' ble inftanccs be given in all the articles of 
«« commerce, the balance of which we ccn- 
•• ftantly continue to bring intp our favour, in 
•* peace, by fome means or other, in lefs time 
** than they wreft it from us in war." 

*« All this may be very true, for ought I 
«• know, (faid the foreigner) but one thing I 
** am convinced of, which is, that however 
«' conducive this power may be to the monarch'^ 
«« glory, it were better for his fubjefts that he 
" mould be without it. I have experienced 
•* both cafes, and therefore am the better able 
« to judge.'' 

** If fo, (anfwered the Frenchman with fomc 
" tartnefs) I wonder why your countrymen 
♦* chufe to come and fix themfclves among us f 
«« Few people leave a place they like for one 
" they do not." 

*' V'ery true, (replied the foreigner gravely) 
** they feldom do. But there may be circum- 
*• ftances to influence fuch a choice. I have 
•^ heard this glanced at more than once ; and 
*< in fuch a manner, that I had difficulty to 
" refrain from taking notice of it. I am 'not 
*' captious in my temper 5 but {till I cannot bear 
« infinuations injurious to my country. For 
** this reafon as 1 eftcem you, and confequcnt- 
«' ly defire your good opinion, give me leave 
<♦ to relate a few of the particulars of my own 
" cafe, which, I imagine, will make you view 
** the matter in a different light, from what' 
«* you feemtohave done hitherto; and convince 
«< you of the injuftice o fuch reflexions for the 
^ future s nor iball I trefpafs on your patience 
^ long. 

^•Yoi» 
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** You are hot a ftranger to the revolutions 
which have happened in the BritHh govern'-' 
ment, I will not enter into a difcuffion of 
the power which the people of England have 
' on many occafiohs exercifed over their fove- 
" reigns. That part of the Britifli dominiorrs 
in which I was born has ever been remark- 
able for the contrary principles ; our un- 
' ihaken loyalty having always been proof to 
temptation^ and even to tyranny, 
*' In this antient monarchy my anceftors en^ 

* joyed diftinguHhed honours, before the fa- 

* milies of many of the. prefent fovereigns of 

* Europe had emerged from barbarifm and ob*- 
' fcurity. Our pofleffions were extenfive j and 

* if nature had denied the enervating delicacies 
of luxury. Heaven made ample amends by 
the number and virtue of our vaffals, whofe 
valour, girided by the Icryalty of their lords, 

* often fupported their fovereign's throne in 

* the dire conflidJs of abition, the ftrugglcs 

* which the untamed fons of favage liberty 

* made againft law and rule. 

*' The virtuous aftidns of our anceffors are 

* handed down for imitation ; nor is the facred 

* record difcontinued,- till aferies of unworthy 
** deeds makes the degenerate pofterity blufb 

at the upbraiding comparifon. Doubt not 
therefore the tale which I am going to re- 
late ; nor think it to be the fiQion 6f vanity 
or imagination-. The reverend fire has ftill 
delivered it invariably to his- attentive fons^ 
nor has a fyllable been altered in the courfe 

•* of fo many generations. 

** Our fame was not unknown in foreign 

hnds. Wherever thei Ihf ill trumpet called the 
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warriors forth to arms, our banners wave(}>the 
foremoft in the field ; and trophies, won by 
feats of hardieft prowefs^ graped our focial 
halls. 

€( We h^d proceeded in thjs honpurablepath 
for many ages, when holy Lewis, glowing with 
pious zeal, undertook to deliver the facrqd; r«- 
pofitories of the bUfTed faints, the places haW 
]i9wed by the footfteps of our Lord, frona the 
profanation of infidels. Fired at the news of 
iuch a glorious defign, the heir of our illuftri* 
ous houfe led forth the chofen youths of all our 
hilis, to fight the battles of the faith. The 
name of their chief prepared a welcome for 
them, and juflified the choice which Lewis made 
of youthful Archibald, to lead the van in all his 
armies, after he had dub'd him his- own knight« 

<* The unhappy event of this great defign is 
too well known. I (hall therefore con^^c oiy- 
felf to what immediate concerns this n)y raoft 
honoured progenitor. During the flruggl^ 
which Lewis made with the maUvoIeiice of 
fortune, the actions of fir Achibald made him 
the terror of the hoftt of the in$4els ; at the 
fame time that his exemplary virtues were a 
reproach to the loofer manners of his fellow* 
foldiers. In an excurfion which h^ nyz^e one 
day, in quefl of intelligence, fate directed hit 
ileps to the banks of a rivulet in the neigh«- 
bourhood of the Saracen c^mp, the b^aMty of 
which tempted him to trace it'^ courfe along 
the woody vale. 

' <' He had not proceeded far, when the found 
of female voices ftruck his ear. Th^ fpngs with 
which they filled the winding valley,^eclared the 
innocence an4 happin^fp of their hearts* He lifr 

tened 
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tened for a while ; and theiif as hewas a.tnily'. 
chafte and courteoua knight, wa& turning about 
to retire^ for fear of intruding ontheic privacy, 
when a fhriek of afirigtu told him, hie affiftancc; 
wasneceflai;y.totbem« Hebeiifatcd not a mo- 
ment ; but ru0iiag forward^ faw that a troop of 
the nurauders whofwatmed arou«dtb«(Camp o£ 
Lewia^.and diihonoured the chriftmnHiaine.withT 
their attroctous crimed, had furprteed a band of 
helplefs females, and haying difperfed their 
feeble guard of eunuchs, were. carrying them 
forcibly away. He. knew tbeir danger in the. 
lianda of fuch worfe than brutal ruffians ; and 
proclaiming his own name in a voice that 
ibook the hills, ran forward to their refcue. 

*' Awed at the well-known name* they 

feemed to paufe ; but their leader feeing tb^tfir 

Archibald was ak>ne andon foot^ for when he 

$rft heard the voices, hjeihad Jeft .hi) horfe with 

his men, that he might not difturb them as he 

advanced to. Hft6n more djftindly« waved- his 

hand to his aflbciates to. foUowv^and clappbg 

fpura to his horfe'« fides waa out of fight in si 

moment. But all did not efcape (<> eafily ; th<v 

well> aimed javelin of fir Ansbihald pierced the 

hindermoft as he had turned himfelf for flights 

and brought him liforlcfs toitheground. The 

adive knight, inftantlyfeised the fteed of the 

fallen caitif, . and vaulting nimbly on him rode 

after the ravifliers, whom' he. foon- over-took, 

the ftruggles of/ the: females .impeding, their 

flight, and their cries directing bia^ purfuit. 

The^ villains: at.firft; taking him for their cpm*- 

paniont avoided him not, nor floodion their, db*- 

fence; but the- deaths of the two firibof their 

number^, who fell within the csaati ^ ^^^ 
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flie lay a defencclefs prey to the fpoiler. With 
one ftroke he fevered the wretches head from 
bis body ; when, raiiing the aftoniflied maiden 
from the ground, he ftrove to reftore her fpi- 
fits by the moil tender and encouraging afliir* 
iances of fafety and protection. 

*• At firft fhe threw her eyes wildly round 
the dreary cave, and, filled with the horror of 
the fcenes (he had juft gone through, could 
fcarcely believe her fenfes that (he was delivered. 
At length recovering power to fpeak, ** What 
^* man, or rather what aneel art thou" (faid (he 
in the Saracen tongue, nxing her eyes upon 
him as he ftood without his helmet, which he 
had pulled ofFwhen he had firft raifed her from 
the ground) *' whom Heaven has thus miracu«^ 
*• loufly fent to fave me from ruin ? The be* 
^< nefit is fo great, that I had rather think the 
** -latter, as the oblation is too much to owe 
" to man." 

•' Lady, (anfwered he in the fame language, 
** which he had. learned in the war) I am a 
^* man ! a finful man, who knows it is his da- 
^••ty to fuccour virtue in diftrefs." 

** A man ! (replied ihc earneftly) Say then 
^' of what lineage and country art thou come, 
*** that I may ftudy the moft acceptable reward 
^* for thy courtefy and valour!" 

•* Thou feeft before thee, (returned he) lady, 
^' a chriftian kpight, whofe faith makes virtue 
*^ a duty, and look not for reward." 

** A Chriftian ! Gtacious Heaven ! (exclaiin- 
^^ ed the hdy, as recovering herfelf after a long 
*V pauf?) Pardon courteous ftranger t^e ravings 
•' of a dtftra£ted brain ! No reward can return 
M ^bc obligation I am under to you, and yet I 

•< muft 
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•* muft fue for more; I miift intr^at you^ to 
** condudt me diredHy to the Saracen camp^ 
"•' and rcftore me to my diftrefle'd parent, wba 
** now laments the lofs of his only child.** 

*' Talk not of rewards, moft beauteous lady, 
**< (faid the knight, gazing in rapture on her) 
^* the pleafure of doing you a fervice is it*s own 
** reward. All I require is to know your name | 
•*« andO ! tell me, 1 conjure you, (continued 
*' he, falling on his knees before her) if it be 
^* poffible for a foldier of no jgnoble birth or 
*^ fame, to make the oi^r of his honeft heart 
•* acceptable to you.** 

^ Brave knight, (angered (he) an heart 
^* like thine is worthy of the moft exalted maid*s 
*• acceptance ; but there are infuperable obfta- 
^ des to thy defire. As for myname, it Would 
** avail you naught to know it. Let me adjure 
■** you therefore by that virtue which your foul 
** reveres, to defift from any farther enquiries 
^* about me ; and conveying me to the camp 
<* of your enemies, there to leave me to my 
^* fate.'* 

*« Thy will, O beauteous arbitrtfs of my 
" deftiny, (replied he) is a law to thy devoted 
"^* fervant* I obey thee ; but firft permit me 
<* to pour out the fulnefs of my foul.**— Then 
taking her fair hand as he kneeled before her, 
' 4nd holding it between his, " Accept my ho- 
*' mage, fovereign lady of my heart! (faid he) 
*^ and receive me from this hour for thy true 
*< and conftant knight; and by this facred 
•* pledge I fwcar, (touching her hand devout- 
** ly with his lips) no other dame fhall ever 
^^ raife a wi(h in my foreaft contrary to the faith 
** I here plight unto thcc."--— . 
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' ** And in return I promife thee, moft valiant 
<^ and fight gentle knight, (faid fhe^ that the 
^^ remembrance of thy courtcfy fhall never be 
« crazed from my grateful heart ; nor any other 
'* man fupplant thee in that regard which it is 
** lawful for a virgin to feel for her deliverer," 

•* Comforted by this kind promife, fir Ar- 
chibald took her by the hand, and, leading her 
to the mouth of the cavern, mounted her be- 
hind him on his able ft'eed, and bore her with- 
out accident to the Saracen camp. 

** As foon as they came to the moft advanced 
guard fhe difmounted, and pulling a coftly 
jewel from her breaft, " Wear this (faid Ihe 
♦' tenderly) in remembrance of one who will 
** never forget her generous deliverer." 

" I accept, deareft lady, (anfwered he bcnd- 
** ing his knee to the earth) a gift made pre- 
•* cious by thy hand, and promife to wear it ai 
** a badge of thy authority over my heart ; as 
** thou, if I have found favour in thy fighti 
" wilt alfo condefcend to take this ring from 
•* thy fervant. My honoured mother beftowcd it 
** with her dying benediftion, and enjoined me 
** never to give it till I could truly give my heart 
** along with it." — She kindly took the pledge 
of his love, and put it on her hand direflly j i 

then, bidding him adieu, advanced alone to tne ' 

guard, who inftantly conduced her where fhe ^ 

commanded them. 

" Sir Archibald flood for fomc time, unable 
to ftir J his eyes followed her as far as he codd 
fee through the fhades of nrghr, and he liftened 
to her fteps till the founds infenfibly died away 
fromhisear, Awakingatlength as from a trance, i 

^^ Unhappy Archibald (faid be, ftriking bis 
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*^ hand upon his grief-fwollen breaft) to what 
** misfortunes has ithy wayward fate referved 
** thee ? Never till this day did my heart feel 
*' the power of beauty. I laughed at love, and 
*' called his bondage folly ; but amply has the 
•* tyrant now avenged his caufe, and pierced 
*' me with his {harpeft, moft invenomed lance. 
** Ye maids of Caledonia, who oft have wept 
*' your flighted charms, and called the heart of 
** Archibald infenfible, now triumph in his 
** fall. He loves without a ray of hope topro- 
*« mife him fuccefs. 

** Thus did he confume the remaining part of 
the night in fruitlefs lamentation, till his fol- 
lowers at the approach of morning reminded 
him, that it was neceflary for him to return to 
the chriftian camp. 

*• From this hour his heart was a ftranger to 
happinefs. Did he know even who the objeft 
of his wiftes was, he might at leaft have pleafed , 
bimfelf with forming imaginary fchemes for ob- 
taining her love ; but her command, which he 
moft religioufly obferved, precluded him from 
making any enquiries about her, as his mens' 
ignoranoe of the Saracen language had alfo 
prevented their learning any thing from the 
clamfels whom they had conducted to the camp. 
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CHAP. XV. 

The Ht/iory ^ Sir Archibald, andZiLLii^t 
princffs ^Armenia, continued. 

<*• pf U T though his private peace was thus 
^ pbifoned, it flackc ned not his attention 
to the duties of war. On the contrary, the 
troubles of his mind making him weary of life, 
he eagerly fought every occafion of iofing it 
^with honour. In the laft unfortunate ad^on 
between Lewis and the Saracens, Sir Archi- 
bald, at the head of his bonn^ lads, charged the 
infidels with fuch impetuofity; that he broke in- 
to the main body of their army ; and had he 
been followed with equal fpirit by the other 
-fquadrons under bis command, might pofibly 
have altered the fate of that unhappy day. But 
envy,- which always follows fuperior merit, bad 
inflamed the hearts of certain French lords, who 
thought themfelves eclipfed by his fame, to fuch 
a degree againft him, that when they faw him 
•break like a torrent into the battle of the cne^ 
my, inftead of following his fteps with emula- 
tive virtue, they bafely * drew back, and gave 
the infidels an opportunity of furrounding him, 
and his few brave men. 

*' Thrice did he penetrate fo far through 

their numbers, as to feize the imperial ftandard ; 

but the multitude, whom dread of fuch 4 dif- 

. grace made throw themfelves defperately be- 

twcen him and it, as often bore him back. At 

lengtli 
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Ictigdi, collecting all his force for one laft ef- 
fort, he burft in irrefiftibly among them, and 
feizifig it with one hand had raifed the other to 
finite the chief, whofe vigorous gripe with -held 
it from him, when a ftone, hurled by a daflard 
flave-who dared not approach within the reach 
of bis fword, felled him to the ground. The 
bafe herd inftantly rufhed in, and were ready to 
wreak their cowardly revenge upon his defence* 
lefs body, when the chief, who refpeded valour, 
though in an enemy, and judged by the rich*^ 
nefs of his armour that he mufl be fome perfon 
of note, whofe ranfom would well reward his 
humanity, interpofed ; and, difcovering that he 
ftill breathed, ordered him to be removed to his 
own tent, and there taken proper care of. With 
fir Archibald fell the fpirit of the chriftian ar- 
my, and left the infidels an eafy and compleat 
vi^ory, 

" He had not been long in the tent of the 
chief, when, by the afliftance of thofe inta 
whofe care he had been given, he began to re-- 
cover his fenfes. Opening his eyes he looked 
around in filent aAonifhment for fome time ; 
then turning to the attendants who were bufied 
about him, beafked them courteoufly where he 
was, and to whom indebted for fuch friendly 
treatment; but they laid their hand upon their 
mouths, to let him know that they muft not 
converfe with him. This increafed his per* 
plexity. The tent, and the habit of thofe who 
adminiftered fuch kind affiftance to him, fliew- 
ed him that he was in the hands of the enemy ; 
but that very affiftance, fo contrary to their 
ufual praflice, heightened his aftonifhment ftill 
more and more. 
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•^ The next morning he found himfelf fo well 
recovered, that he defired permiflion to wait upon 
his benefadlor to return him thanks, and learn 
what ranfom he demanded, whic h he doubted not 
but Lewis would readily pay. The chief received 
him courteoufly, and informing him cf the total 
defeat of the chriflian army, gave him to un- 
derfland that his hopes of liberty were at an end. 

*' The efFedt which this account had on him 
was eafily perceived. The manly fortitude that 
fat upon his brow before gave place to liftlefs 
dejedion. " Thy will be done, O God ! " (ex- 
claimed he with a loud figh) then fixed his eyes 
upon the ground. 

" The chief, who imagined that his grief 
arofe from the thought of his captivity, encou- 
raged him with aflurances that he fhould not 
receive unworthy treatment. But fir Archi- 
bald foon {hewed him that his diftrefs arofe 
from a more exalted motive. " Think not, 
*' moft courteous and noble lord" (faid he, raifing 
his eyes flowly from the ground and fixing them 
on the chief, with a look that (hewed a foul 
overburthened but not broken by woe) ** think 
*' not that my grief is for myfelf. Liberty is 
•' the jewel of every virtuous foul ; without it 
5' the fentiments of honour, generofity, and cou- 
** rage, arc a torture. But ftill I mourn from 
** a more extenfive caufe. I mourn the mif- 
** fortunes of my royal matter, the princely and 
^' pious Lewis. I mourn the defeat of the ar- 
*< mies of the Lord. I am but a worm, an 
** atom in the creation, unworthy of a thought 
•^ in fuch a fcecc of ruin." 

*« The chief was ftruck with fuch greatnefs 
of {only and, repeating his kind confolation, 

demanded 



THE R E V L R IE. 99 

demanded who fir Archibald was, and what 
rank he held in the army of Lewis. But the 
high-minded knight had formed the rcfolLtion 
of concealing his name and quality, to hide the 
difgrace which he thought his captivity would 
refleft upon his noble houfe and country. 
*' No! (faid he to himfelf) never (hall it be 
^ faid that fir Archibald is a flave ! that a no- 
** ble Scot "WSLS forced to bend the knee to bar- 
** barous infidels. Let me perifh unknown, 
** and let my reproach die with me." — -Then, 
as if recolleiling himfelf, *^ I am no more than 
** a private knight, O n:3ble lord, (anfwered 
^' he) whom a defire of fame brought to thfs 
*' fatal war. I was not born in the ligiance of 
•* royal Lewis,, nor bore any high rank in his 
^' armies. I led a few brave youths, the fol- 
** lowers of my way-ward fortune, to the field, 
•* ivho all, as I fuppofe, have fallen with ho- 
** nour ; and O ! that t had fliared' their glo- 
** rious fate; but I was unworthy, and am re«^ ' 
** ferved for flavery." 

'* There is a fympathy between noble fouls, 
which foon unites them. The chief, who be- 
fore admired the valour, now loved the virtue 
of his captive. He directly received him into his 
intimacy, and was fo ftruck with the charms of 
his converfation, that he opened to him all the 
fecrets of his foul. As they fat together one 
day, beguiling the heat of the noon-tide hours, 
in pleafing difcourfe, the chief paufed for fome 
time as if loft in thought ; then ftarting in a 
kind of tranfport, " It {hall be fo ; (faid he) 

'* 'tis Heaven infpires the thought. *'-. l*hea 

addreijng himfelf to fir Archibald, «^ S(^/im^ 
F 2 ^^ ^^vV^x 



^«>^^o«{^^ 
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•' (that was the name he had given him) thou 
** muft go and plead the caufe of thy friend, 
*• That eloquence which can charm the fierceft 
*' paflions of the foul to peace, can furely kindle 
•* the more gentle ones of pity and defire. I 
*' love, moft warmly love; but the objeft of 
** mv wilhes is infenfible to my pain, nor will 
** liuen to my intreaiies. Go then and foften 
** her heart, paint my pailion in pioper co- 
** lours, and teach her to make a juft return 
** to it. Attempt not to diflwade me from the 
^^ thought. It is Heaven that infpires 3 and I 
*' will purfue it." 

** Sir Archibald, who knew by fad experience 
that love is an over- match for reafon, anfwered, 
that, far from contradicting his will, he was 
ready to obey him in any thmg he (hould com- 
mand ; and only defired to know how his weak 
endeavours were to be applied. The chief em- 
bracing him tenderly, " I will inform you of 
•* eveiy thing, (faid he) and will not doubt of 
•* your fuccefs. You muft know that, about 
** three moons fmce, the guard of one of the 
*' 'advanced pofls brought to my tent a damfel 
*^ moft richly attired, who they faid had come 
^* to them juft before the morning-watch, and 
^^ required to be condu<Sed to the commander 
•' of the night. The moment fhe entered and 
•' caft her eyes upon me, ** Achmet, (faid fliej 
** with an air of dignity that awed my foul) 
<^ lead me to the pavilion of thy mafter. I am 
** Zelide, his daughter, who was this day fur- 
" prized by the enemy, as I walked along the 
** banks of the rivulet j and have now recover- 
*^ ed my libei ty in a manner net neceftary to 
^' be told. 
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*^ I was fo dazzled at the fight of her beauty ,- 
^' for (he had no veil on, that 1 was feme time 
*' before I had power to make her any anfwer. 
** At length, proftrating myfeif at her feet, 
*' Forgive, O beauteous princefs, (faid I) the 
•* ignorance of thy flaves, who have not paid 
•* the refpedi due to thy fublime ftate." — - 
'* Rife, (anfwered (he) and lead me to my fa- 
*' ther ; I forgive every thing." 

*' Encouraged by this condefcenfion, I vcn- 
'* tured to rife, and taking her hand, which (he 
** gracioufly held to me, condu£led her to the 
♦* pavilion of the Armenian monarch. The joy 
*' that her return raifcd can no more he defcri- 
*< bed than the fituation of my heart. All was 
** tumult, extacy, and madnefs. 

** As foon as I had delivered her into her fa* 
** thcr's hands, I prepared to retire, when cal- 
•* ling (o me, " Stay Achmet, (faid the inrap- 
•' tured monarch) and receive the reward of thy 
** fervice. I have fworn to give Zelide to the 
** man who fliould refcue her out of the hands 
*• of the ravifliers, and reftore her to me. Her 
** maidens have told me what noble fpirit you 
•' exerted for her. Here ZeKde, take an huf- 
** band who has deferved you." 

** I proftrated myfeif at his feet in tranfport, 
<^ and embraced his knees, unable to exprefs 
*' the joy of my full heart ; when the princefs 
** replied to her father, " The merits of Ach- 
*• met are fufficiently great, without aiTuming 
** thofe of another. I owe my liberty to aa 
** unknown hand." 

** It is impoffible to exprefs what I felt at 
«• hearing her fay this. The manner in which 
• (he fpokc convinced me xhatYiw \v^?cix. nutc^ 
F 2 ^ xw^ 
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•* not inclined in my favour ; and I knew th^ 
*' fondnefs of her father too well, to think tha* 
•' he would put any conftraint upon, her incli- 
" nations. However, I yielded to tbeiropulfe 
*^ of my paifion, and throwing myfelf at her 
•< feet " Revoke not, O beauteous princefs, 
•* (faid I) the gracious words of my lord ; nor 
•* rejeft an heart that is devoted to th^e," — 

" Defifl^, Achmet, (faid the monarch ftern- 
** ly) my hafty vow is faved ; and the hand of 
•* Zelide to be obtained only on the terms pro- 
•* pofed before/'— Awed at thefe words, I re- 
•* tired in dejeftion equal to the hight of my 
<* late Ihort-lived hopes ; and from that day ha» 
'• my heart been a prey to defpair. 

** The affiftance which I now require from 
*< you is this : In pious gratitude to Heaven, 
*' forj her efcape from bondage, Zelide has ob- 
•' tained pcrmiffion from her father to relieve 
•* the captives of the war. For this purpqfe 
*< they are ordered to repair to a certain place 
•< before her pavilion, where flie fees them 
** through the filken curtains of her tent, and 
•' frequently converfes with fuch as have any 
*' thing particular in their appearance to ex- 
** cite her curiofity. Thither you ihall go ; 
•* and I promife myfelf that you will plead my 
*' caufe with fuccefs, if it fo happens that ihc 
•* enters into converfation with you." 

*' Had the chief attended to theeffeft which 
•his (lory had upon fir Archibald, he would not 
jiave been fo ready to fend him as his advocate. 
Every circumftance convinced him that the 
princefs was the objefl: of his own love, whom 
he had defpaired of difcovering, and filled him 
wJth emotions which he could not fupprefs. 

Re- 
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Recovering himfelf, however, time enough to 
efcape the obfervation of Achmet, whofe mind 
was too intent upon his own ftory to give 
much heed to any thing elfe. " It is my duty, 
** (faid he) to obey thy commands; and diffi- 
*« dent though I am of the abilities which your 
'^ partiality bellows upon me, I am yet ready 
** to undertake any thing which you think can 
** conduce to your happinefs." 

" Achmct again embraced him, and inform- 
ing him at what time and where hefhould wait 
upon Zelide nex* morning, left him, while he 
went himfelf to attend his fovereign, in the 
courfe of his duty. 

** No fooner was fir Archibald alone than he 
began to refleft on the commiflion which he 
had undertaken, and the diflreffing fituatlon he 
was in. In the firfl: emotions of his high fpirit 
he blamed himfelf for not having avowed his 
paiBon, and aflerted his prior claim ; but a con- 
fideration of his unhappy ftate immediately 
checked this rafli thought, and the defire of 
meeting the dear obje<5l of his love at any rate 
determined him to go, and truft the event to 
fate. « What fhall I do? (faid he) Shall I 
** plead for the love of Achmet and deftroy my 
** own hopes ? Or (hall I betray his confidence, 
•* and fpeak only for myfelf? Then paufmg 
a while, " I will do neither 5 (he continued) 
** if nature forbids the former, honour equally 
'" oppofes the latter. Never fliall it be faid 
** that fir Archibald broke faith with man. I 
** will reprefent his love with fidelity 5 I will 
•* declare my own with honeft truth, and leave 
" the decifion to herfelf." — ^Pleafed with this 
determinatioo> his heart grew lighut •, ^vvd vV\^ 
F 4» ^q>:l^x 
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thought of meeting Zelide filled him with joy^ 
to which he had been long a ftranger. 



CHAP. XVI. 

Continuation of the hiftory ^SirARCHiBALJ^ 
and Zelide, princefs £/* Armenia. 

" TJAVING received his laft inftruflions 
*^ from Achmet, fir Archibald went at 
the appointed hour next morning to the royal 
pavilion. Though he was habited in the hum- 
ble weeds of a Have, there was fomething in 
his appearance that fpoke his noble birth, and 
prejudiced every heart in his favour. His ftature 
was above the common fize of men, his limbs 
turned in the exadeft fymmetry of firength and 
beauty. His auborn locks flowed in ringlets to 
the middle of his back, and his dark-blue eyes 
fparkled with fenfibility and manly fpirit \ while 
a gloom of melancholy, fuited to his prefent fta* 
tion, foftcned their fire, and threw a pallid veil 
over the ruddy bloom which youth had painted 
on his checks. 

'' He had not ftood long, with his eyes fixed 
on the ground, and his heart throbbing with 
the moft anxious emotions, when an eunuch 
came to diftribute the relief which the princefs 
fent to the captives, ordering fuch of them as 
(he had pointed out to him to advance to the 
fide of her tent, that fhe might enquire into 
the nature of their particular diftrefTes. 

« The 
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" The ftate of fir Archibald's heart, when 
the eunuch pafled by him unnoticed, may be 
eafily conceived. All his high hopes funk at 
once. *' She knows me not ! (faid he to him- 
" felf ) or (he fcorns to know me ! Miftaken 
" Achmet ! to think that I could have any in- 
** fluence upon her." 

'* He continued thefe melancholy reflexions 
while the princefs was examining fome of the 
other captives, and was departing with thern^ 
when the eunuch beckoned to him to advance 
to the tent. His emotions now were flronger 
than he could bear. He fcarce had power to 
obey the fummons. As fcqn as he approached 
the curtain, " f Chriftian, faid a voice from be- 
*' hind it) how long haft thou been a captive^ 
** and to whom ?" 

*' Moft gracious princefs, (anfwered he trem^ 
•* Wing and in agitation, that almoft deprived 
*' him of utterance) for fo I am inftruc^cd to 
** addrefs you, I loft my liberty in the late bat- 
<* tie that proved fo fatal to the unhappy Lewis ; 
** and my poorfervices belong to the illuftrious 
" Achmet." 

" To Achmet! (replied flie) Great honour 
*' muft he have acquired by the conquefi 5 and 
** fhould treat fuch a captive as thou appeareft 
•^ to be with uncommon courtefy !" 

*' The honour of Achmet (returned he) wanti' 
•* not fo mean an addition. Thy flave was the 
** captive of an hoft. As for my treatment, it 
" is that of a man. An heart that is foftencd 
** with love, lik Achmet'o, cannot want ^e 
•* gentleft virtues of humanity." 

" Thou fpeakeft of that pafEon ffaid- the 
♦* princefs) with a vorce of fym^^LvVv^', \ W^- 
F 5 ^^ ^^^^ 
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<« pofe thy own heart is not free from it, and 
^' that the lofs of thy liherty is imbittered by 
** that of a wife, or miftrefs in thy native land."^ 

** Thy flave is not married, moft gracious 
** princefs, (anfwered he) nor had my heart 
•• felt the power of l9ve before I faw thefe fatal 
« plains." 

'' Then it (hould feem (continued fhe) that 
** fome of our beauties have fubduedyou to him* 
"** How long have you born his yoke, and who 
•* has bent your ftubborn neck to it ? 

** The captivity of my heart, O fovereign la- 
•* dy, (anfwered he) is fcarce three moons old ; 
" but the particular feverity of it has made that 
•• time an age. To cutoff every hope, the very 
•' name of the perfon whofe chains I wear is 
•* hidden from me in impenetrable darknefs.'* 

*' That's hard, indeed ; (faid fhe) but true 
•' fortitude is above defpair. Perhaps you may 
** find her yet. Come juft at theclofc of evc- 
•' ning to this place, and you will meet a per- 
•* fon who will inform you of ftrange things j 
** but mention not a word of this to Achmet. 
** Adieu ! Be difcreet, be rcfolute, and be hap- 

** The furprize with which this converfatio^ 
ftruck fir Archibald was fo great, that he more 
than once queftioned himfelf whether it muft 
not be only an illufive dream. Satisfied, how- 
ever, at length, that it was real, he retired to 
his own quarter, among the attendants of Ach- 
met, till his emotions fhould fubfide, and he 
could recollcft himfelf fuflSiciently to appear be- 
fore him without danger of difcovering what 
had happened. Hi threw himfelf in a corner 
of the tent^ and covering himfelf with a carpet 

that 
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tliat he might not be difturbed, lay motionlefs 
and loft in thought. He had not lain long when 
two of the domeftic flaves of Achmet, natives 
of Greece, came into the tent, and not perceiv- 
ing that any perfon was prefent, entered into a 
converfation upon murdering their lord, and 
flying into their own country wi(h the booty 
which they fhould be able to plunder in the 
confufion caufed by his death. After confider- 
ing upon feveral methods, they at length agree- 
ed to poifon him in a bowl of fherbet, which 
one of them, who was his cup-bearer, undertook 
to give him that very evening, while the other 
ihould pack up all his gold and rich jewels 
which were in his care, ready for them to carry 
off. Having thus concerted the fcheme, they 
immediately went to prepare for the execution 
of it. 

** The firft mention of this horrid defign 
awoke all the attention of fir Archibald. He 
liftened to their difcourfe, without giving them 
any alarm ; and as foon as they departed gave 
thanks to Heaven for direfting him to that 
place fo opportunely, to fave the life of his 
prefcrver, and fo return the obligation he owed 
him; arifmg, therefore, he went to the tent of 
Achmet, who entered juft at the fame time. 

*' The moment the chief caft his eyes upon 
fir Archibald he called him to him, and waving 
his hand to his attendants to withdraw, " Se- 
*' lim, (faid he, his eyes gliftening with rap- 
** ture) congratulate your happy lord. My 
•* gracious fovereign has -this day blefled my 
*•* hopes with a promife of ♦'he hand of Zelide; 
** and, as if Heaven meant to endear you ftill 
♦• farther to mc, has made the rtfcu\v\^ o^ ^^^^ 
F 6 . ''^ ^o-jTii 
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** royal flandard from your hand the glorkniS 
*' caufc of giving me the preference to all my 
** competitors. Have you been with the prin- 
** cefs ? Have you mentioned my love to her ? 
*' The only delay to my happinefs now is, to 
" obtain her confent. O blefs me therefore by 
** faying that fhe liftens to my love." 

** I have mentioned to her, (anfwered fir 
*' Archibald, who had need for all his prefence 
*' of mind on fuch a trying occafion) in the 
** moft afFedling manner ; but it is too foon to 
•« expecl the fatisfaftion you defire. Much 
** time and many words are requifite to warn 
** a virgin's heart." 

** For this you fliall have ample opportunity, 
•^ (replied Achmet) to-morrow I will fend you 
** with a prefent to her j and every morning it 
" {hall be your pleafing tajfk to carry her the 
•* tribute of my love." 

** The confidence with which Achmet faid 
this was a pain to the honcft heart of fir Archi- 
bald, as he knew he muft neceffarily difappoint 
it. To change therefore to a topic more plea^ 
fing to him, ** You favcd my life (faid he) and 
** now Heaven fliews it's approbation of that 
*^ generous a£lion, by making me the means of 
** (aving yours."—" He then in/ormcd him 
of the confpiracy he had juft difcovered in fo 
providential a manner, and gave him advice 
how to deteft it in the very moment of execu- 
tion, to make the punifliment of the wretches 
more fignal. 

*^ The foul of Achmet was ftruck with ter- 
ror at this account. The near hopes of happi- 
nefs which poflefled him at this time armed 
every thing that might defeat them with double 

te rro£S«. 
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terrors. He embraced fir Archibald in a tranf- 
port, and refigned himfelf entirely to his di- 
redtion, his own mind being in too great agi- 
tation to attend to any thing. 

" As the time for executing their flagitious 
defign was juft arrived, Achmet went to take 
his evening's rcpaft, and fcating himfelf on the 
carpet, without any appearance of fafpicion, 
called for fome cooling beverage, to flack his 
thirft. The cup-bearer, who had every thing 
prepared, prefented him the bowl, when fir 
Archibald, who watched his looks, nnd plainly 
perceived the anxiety of guilt in his face, made 
a fignal agreed upon to Achmet, and then went 
into the inner tent, where he found the other 
loading himfelf with the'gold and jewels of his 
lord. Dragging him forth, therefore, with this 
indifputable evidence of his guilt upon him, as 
foon as he came into the prefence of Achmef, 
he feized the cup-bearer alfo, who flood pant- 
ing with impatience to fee his lord drink the 
fatal mixture, which he yet held untafted in his 
hand. 

**The accomplices no foonerfawcach other 
apprehended in this manner, than they funk 
into the defpondency of cot^fcious guilt, and 
waited, pale and trembling, for the fate which 
hung over them. " Mifcreants, (faid Achmet, 
** rifmg from his feat in a rage) what could 
*' prompt you to this wickednels ? Speak ! De- 
** clare this moment at whofe inftigation you 
«* made the bafe attempt j or torture (hall 
*' wring the fecret from your burfting hearts.' 

*' The wretches were unable to make any 
reply, when fir Archibald interfering, '* Migh- 
*« ty Lord, (faid he) the nature of their cuwve 
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^< (hews it was all their own ; and points out 
*' the punifliment proper for them. Let them 
*« drink the poifon they had prepared for you, 
** and penfh by their own device. Bafe as they 
^' are, remember they are men ; nor tempt them 
•* to aggravate the guilt with which their mi- 
** feiable louls are loaded by accufing the in- 
** hocent." 

*' Be it fo, (anfwered the chief) their fate 
^* is in your hands." 

^^ Sir Archibald upon this took the bowl, andi 
dividing the horrid contents, gave it to the 
trembhng wretches, whoft lives, torn from them 
by the moft dreadful torments, focn paid the 
price of their guilt. Achmet then, embracing 
his deliverer once more, retired to try if he 
could calm the agitations of his foul by reft.** 

CHAP. XVII. 

7he htftory of S\t Archibald and Zelide, 
princefs of Armenia, concluded, 

<' TP H E time when the princefs had order- 
'■' ed the attendance of fir Archibald was 
now arrived ; he therefore hafted to the ap- 
pointed place, v/here he had not waited long 
when an eunuch coming up and beckoning to 
him faid, *' Be difcreet, be refolute, and be 
♦' happy." 

" Sir Archibald, who well remembered thefe 
words, followed him, without hefiiation or re- 
ply, into the royal pavilion, where he was led 

through 
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through feveral fumptuous tents, one within an- 
other, till his guide flopping and making a fig- 
jial to him to wait there, left him. He- waited 
not long, when a female covered with a veil en- 
tered, and feating herfelf on a fofa. " Chrjftian, 
(faid {he, in a low voice, and beckoning to him 
to come near her) ** the damfel whom you re- 
*' fcued from the ravifher in the cave, delircs 
** you ftiould know that (he retains a grateful 
*' fenfe of your courtefy and virtue." 

*' Gentle lady, (faid he, in a voice of rapture) 
.*' accept the warmeft thanks of your fervant for 
** this benign condefcenfion ; and O ! compleat 
** the favour, by telling her that her devoted 
** flave lives only in the hope of f»:eing her 
** again, and pouring out the fullnefs of his 
" heart before her." 

•* Her heart (anfwered fhe) perhaps is not lefa 
*^ full than yours ; but before (he can comply 
•* with what you defire, it is proper fhe fhoulJ 
** know who you are, and what your rank was 
*' in your native land." 

" My rank, (replied he with a figh) mofl 
** courteous lady, was noble, fcarcely inferior 
*' to royalty ; the honour of my ancient houfc 
" unflained." 

*^ Say then, (returned fhe) if fhe whom you 
** profefs to love fhould (loop from royalty it- 
** felf to liflen to your fuit, what would you do 
^' to merit fuch a favour I Would you forego 
^' your country, renounce the worfhip of your 
** anceflors, and happy in the recompence of her 
** love, and of the flate to which fhe would raife 
** you, fwear you never would think of either ?** 

*' Sir Archibald was flruck with fuch horror 
at this propofal, that it was fome time before 
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he was able to make any reply. At length, as 
if awaking from a dream, " Support me, Hea- 
** ven ! (exclaimed he with a figh that feemed 
** to burft his heart) Support me ! and pro- 
** portion the trials of your creature to his 
" ftrength ! " 

** Then turning to the female, " There Is 
** nothing, lady, (faid he) within the power of 
•' man to do, or fufFer, which I fhould not at- 
** tempt with joy for fuch an ineftimable re- 
** compence ; nothing which did not clafli with 
** honour or virtue. But what you propofe 
*' would overturn both ; and fliould I be 
** tempted to comply, I were unworthy of a 
•' reward fo bafely earned." 

«* Is this your anfwcr ? (replied flie with a» 
** accent of indignation) Can you pretend to 
*< feel the power of love, and yet to flight it!s 
*• objedt for the idle fiflions of fuperftitious^ 
** priefts ? Can you mention honour, and prc- 
. ♦* fer fubjeftion to royalty ? Think better; nor 
*' blaft your ripening hopes with fuch a mean 
•* ungrateful choice. Search your heart well, 
** your fate depends upon the Word you fpeak^ 
** for, never more will you be aflced the q^uef- 
** tion." 

" Burft then, O wretched heart ! (fighed he| 
** and put a period to your torture. To live 
** without my love is impcflfible ; and Heaven 
•* itfclf forbids the terms on which alone I can 
•* obtain her. Tell her, kind lady, that, dear- 
** ly as my heart rdores her beauties, a prin- 
" ciple higher even than love, and ftronger than 
** ambition, places an infuperable bar between 
•* us. But O, fay at the fame time, that the 
** word which thus gives up my hopes, gives up 

** my 
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^* my hated life alfo. I muftnot have her, and 
♦* I Cannot live without her." 

*« Virtuous Chriftian, (faid (he, lifting up 
** her veil, and difcovering her beauties to his 
^* ravifhed fight) thou proved thyfelf worthy of 
** the beft bjeflings of Heaven by this thy no- 
*« ble attachmen|toit's laws. Behold theobje6t 
*' of thy love, who glories in an equal flame: yet 
** had thy heart wavered in the caufe of virtue, 
^^ I fhould have difdained the difhonourable (a- 
*' crifice, and quitted thee for ever. Reftrain 
" your raptures, and hear me for a moment. 
** You know not yet whom your virtues haye 
** fubdued, or what you muft attempt to obtain 
** her. I am Zelide, the only daughter of the 
** monarch of Armenia. My anceftors long 
** gloried in the name of Chriftians ; but un- 
** able to refift the barbarous Saracens, accord- 
'** ing to the policy of the world, they renoun- 
*•' ced their faith, to preferve their power. 

** My father, miftakenly attached to the rc- 
*• ligion of Mahomet, in which he was thus 
*• bred, led his forces againft the invafion of 
•* Lewis ; and, to excite the ardor of his gene- 
*' rals, declared, that he would beftow me the 
*• heirefs of his throne, in marriage upon him 
*' whoflioulddefervebeftinthewar. Theemu- 
** lation which this raifed was often fatally ex- 
*' perienced by their enemies ; but ftill their 
** merits were fo equal, that none could claim 
** his promife until the laft battle, when Ach- 
** met*s recovering the royal ftandard from the 
*• enemy unhappily decided in his favour. Too 
*' foon I learned the unwelcome news j but ftill 
** by my intreaties prevailed upon my father to 
^^ (ufpcnd or at leaft conceal hU dtiwnx\u^x\c>w^ 
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*' till this fatal day, when all his generals fol- 
'^ liciting him together to put art end to their 
*' importunities, he declared his choice. What 
^' canft thou do to avert this misfortune ? Canft 
*' thou by any means accomplifh our efcapeta 
** thy native land ? Gold and jewels in abun- 
*' dance I can bring, to procure the means for 
** our journey, and make our retirement happy. 
** To thy honour I am bold to truft myfelf, nor 
** afpire to a more exalted ftate than to be thy 
" wife J for though I have been obliged to 
** profefs the religion of Mahomet, in my heart 
•* I am a Chriftian. My mother, who was a 
*' native of Circaffia, believed and inftruded 
*• me in that holy faith ; to prefcrve which I 
^* promifed her, in her laft moments, to give 
•* up every thought of worldly grandeur. My 
•* foul is grieved to difobey, and leave my fa- 
•* thcr ; but a fuperior duty calls me." 

*' O beauteous princefs, (faid fir ArchibaU, 
** proftrating himfclf at her feet) how {hall the 
^^ labours of my life make a return for this hap- 
** pinefs, this honour ! '* 

." Rcftrain your raptures, (replied the p:In- 
^' cefs) our time is too precious for them 
** now. Three days refpite only have I been 
<' able to obtain from my father ; before they 
*• are expired we muft efcape from hence, or I 
** am for ever loft. I leave the manner of 
** our flight to you. In this cafket is fome 
** gold. More, with the richeft of my jewels, 
*^ will I bring with me to-morrow night, as 
** foon as darknefs (hall favour our defign, to 
*' the hermit*^ cell on the fide of the hill, weft- 
** ward of the camp. There let me meet thee 
^* with all the neceiTary means for our flight. 

« One 
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^^ One only companion (hall I bring with me. 
<* Adieu." — Saying this, the princcfs departed, 
-and the eunuch entered and conduded fir Ar« 
chibald back through the royal pavilion to the 
place where he had firft met him, who imme- 
diately returned to the quarters of Achmet. 

" He laid himfelf down, as if to reft ; but 
fpent the remainder of the. night in forming 
fchemes for his intended flight ; but the difE- 
culties which attended all he could devife drore 
him almoft to defpair. At length he refolved 
upon one that appeared leaft liable to difap* 
pointment. As foon as Achmet arofe he went 
to him, and accofting him with an air of per- 
plexity and diftrefs, •* I come (faid he) a fup- 
•* pliant to thy compaffion, Q generous and 
'•« princely Achmet. If ever thy fervant has 
•« found favour in thy fight, liften to the 
•< requeft of my heart. I was troubled on my 
^* bed this night, and my foul was terrified by 
*« vifions. The objeft of my love, whofe 
** image is never abfent from my mind, ap- 
** peared before me in agonies of grief. ** Fly 
** ('faid fhe) to my refcue ! My father, deaf to 
** my' tntreaties, and regardlefs of my diftrefs, 
*< prepares to give my hand to another. O fly 

* * and fave me ! Save us both from ruin and de- 
^« fpair." 1 awoke indifmay, and in the an- 

* * guifh of my foul am come to thee. Permit 
^* me, aiHft me to go to my native land ; 
^* and, on the faith of a true knight, I will fend 
^ ' you the ranfom which you fhall require.'* 

** I require not a ranfom from the liberty of 
^^ my preferver, (anfwered Achmet) and wil- 
*^* lingly confent to your return as foon as my 
^* nuptials with the princcfs £haU have cotAxm- 
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** ed my happinefs. You muft not leave mt tUI 
•* you have feen and fliared in my joys." 

** O name not happinefs or joy (replied fir 
*^ Archibald) before a wretch finking indefpair; 
** the fight of my mifery w^uld damp your joyst 
** By all your fondeft hopes I conjure you therc- 
*^ fore, not to delay me a moment. Let me 
•' be gone this very night ; for fomething warns 
** my foul never to clofe my eyes, till I hare 
•* fet out on this important journey." 

•' Far be it from me (faid Achmet, moved at 
•* the poignancy of his diftrefs) to oppofe the 
** intimations of thy better genius. Go in 
** peiace ; and may thy journey be fuccefsful. If 
** aught in my power can contribute to it, de- 
•* mand my help with freedom." 

*« O generous prince, (anfwered the knight) 
** thy goodnefs overwhelms my foul, and 
** makes my parting from thee, even on fo 
<< dear an occafion, painful. If thou wilt give 
" the impreffion of thy fignet, I will fet out 
,<* with two, the poor remains of all my faithful 
<* followers, whom I this day have found among 
** the captives, are fent by thee on fome impor- 
*' tant bufinefs ; and truft the conduft of my 
** fteps to Heaven." To this propofal Ach- 
met not only agreed, but alfo gave him fome 
gold, to make provifion for his journey, and 
then difmifled him with a tender embrace. 

" Sir Archibald fpent the reft of the day in 
procuring fwift and able horfes, with every 
other convenience requifite for his journey ; and 
at the appointed hour repaired to the hermit's 
cell, where the princefs foon after arrived, dif- 
guifed in the habit of a man, and attended by 
one of her moft favourite maidens in the fame 
Jrefs. The illuftrious fugiuvw fet wtdicecftly. 
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ptffing all the guards by virtue of the fignet of 
Achmet, and made fuch expedition, travelling 
through private and unfrequented ways, that 
by thexlawn of morning they thought them- 
felves fafe from danger of purfuit. As foon as 
it was light, they flopped by the fide of a flream 
that ran through a thick wood, where they re- 
frefhed themfeives, and their horfes, and refted 
till the clofe of the day, fir Archibald watching 
^hile his princefs flept. 

• '* In this manner they continued their jour- 
ney under the immediate prote£lion of Heaven, 
till they arrived at Conftantinople, chufing the 
road leaft liable to fufpicion, to baffle purfuit ; 
there they direftly embarked on board a French 
Ihip, whieh landed them at Marfeilles, from 
l^ence they journeyed by land to Rochelle, and 
there hired a ihip that carried them fafe to Scot- 
land. 

** The joy raifed by the arrival of fir Archi- 
bald was not confined to his father's houfc. 
*rhe whole kingdom, which had (hared in his 
glory, fhared in it. His aged father, who 
leemed to have Jived only to refign his honours 
to his worthy heir, was unable to fupport ihe 
emotions of his rapture, and expired in his em- 
braces, after having beftowed his benedi£lion 
on his fon, and the fair partner of his efcape, 
to whom earl Archibald was joined in the hely 
bonds of wedlock, as foon as he had performed 
the laft duties to the honoured remains of his 
father ; for her delicacy had not fufFered her to 
think of marriage, till ihe was arrived at the 
end of her travels. 

" Prudence and modefty fuggeiled it to this 
illuilricus pair to conceal the ct\xv\\.eK^ ^^^ 
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defcent, that they might avoid the vain parade 
of ceremony, and enjoy their lives in retire* 
ment, in which earl Archibald's high fenfe of 
honour, in concealing his name and coun« 
try, when a captive, fecured them from dif- 
covery. 

" The only cloud that feemcd to over-caft 
their joy, arofe from the pious concern of the 
countefs to hear fome account of her father. To 
procure this, the ear) fent one of his faithful men, 
who had accompanied him in his efcape, who 
undertook not only to gain his lady tidings of 
him, but alfo, by fome means or other, to 
lighten his forrow, by letting him know that 
fee was happy. He fet out in the drefs of a 
pilgrim, and performed his journey pith, fuc- 
cefs, bringing her word, that ftruck with her 
flight, which he looked upon as a punifement 
from heaven for his profeffing the religion of 
Mahomet, againft the admonitions of his con- 
fcience, which was fecretly inclined to the chrif- 
tian faith, he had refigned his crown to Ach- 
met, and devoted the remainder of his days to 
Heaven, in a monaftry. 

'* This account compleated the happinefs of 
the countefs, who bleflld the wife difpenfations 
of providence, which had thus made her the 
caufe of her father's converfion. The earl de- 
figned never to have quitted his fweet retire- 
ment ; but the ftronger attachment of loyalty 
once more called him forth into the bufy world. 
His fovereign dying fuddenly, and leaving an 
infant heir, feveral of the nobles, flirred up by 
impious ambition, flrove to get the royal infant 
into their hands that they might murder him, 
and fo ufurp iiis throne i but the vigilance of 

hi^ 
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rade I b>s mother prevented their defigns, and convey- 

tiie- I cd him fecretly into France. 

c of *' Arouzed by the diftrefs of his fovereign 

un« sind his country, which was now a prey to all 

diA the miferies of anarchy, earl Archibald arofe, 
and by his valour and prudent condud foon re- 

:aA ftored peace. The people, in gratitude for this 

the fervice, with one voice offered him the crown ; 

To f>ut he refufed it with noble difdain, and oblig- 

:n, ing them to fwear allegiance to their rightful 

'bo prince, recalled and placed him on the throne 

of of his anceftors. 
to 
lac 

la I CHAP. XVIII. 

lit 

of -Anecdotes of a loyal family concluded. Several h" 

7- ^ Jlances of uncommon loyalty rewarded in the com- 

f- mon manner^ with feme refleSiions inter ejling to 

I- thofe whom they may concern. 

o 

^ * np H E defcendants of earl Archibald fol- 
►f "■• lowed his fteps in the paths of ho- 

s ^our and virtue. In the days of the unfortunate 

^Iary, whofe fufferings ended not even with 
^cr life, her fame being ftill maligned to exte- 
nuate the injuftice of her fate, the noble earl, 
^ead of our houfe, flood firm in the caufe of 
injured majefty, facrificing the greater part of 
^is ample poiTeffions, to fupport his royal mif- 
trcfs. 

" When James fucceeded to the rights 
which had proved fo fatal to his mother, thofe 
fervices were all forgotten^ and his favours la- 
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viihed on a fet of upftart hungry parafltes: but 
not difcouraged by this ingratitude, when his 
ill-fated fon wanted the affiftance of his loyal 
fubjedts, in the impious conteft between the 
English and their fovereign, which cofl him 
his facred life, again our hcufe flood forth, a 
noble pattern of unfhaken loyalty, and were 
the greateft fufferers in his caufe. 

*^ At the reftoration of the monarchy, they 
met the fame reward as they had before from 
the grand-fire of Charles; nor reaped any 
other benefit from that happy event, than the 
graiificatios of the loyalty, which was the rul- 
ing principle of their lives. 

'' Gold is purified by fiery trials. This on- 
ly made their virtues fhine with brighter luftrc. 
They (hewed the fame attachment to the fon as 
they had to his father; anddifdaining tofubmit 
to power which they looked upon as unnatural- 
ly ufurped, followed mifguided James, when" 
he abandoned his throne, into a foreign land, 
exerting their loyalty in fervice to his perfon, 
till Heaven fhould point out a propitious mo- 
ment for accomplifhing their hopes of recover- 
ing for him at leaft the ancient crown of his 
aiiceftors ? a crown which they wore with dif- 
tinguifhed glory, till Heaven in it's wrath joined 
another to it, greater indeed in wealth and 
power, but not of greater honour. 

** Since that fatal period our glory has (hone 
with diminifhed fplendor ; and we have been 
looked down upon as dependants, by thofe who 
dreaded us before as rivals ; and at length, to 
compleat the ruin of our wretched country, 
fome of her degenerate fons, feduced by bii- 
bery and vain hopes of power, fealed their own 

infamy^ 
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infamy, and her difgrace, by formally renoun- 
cing every fhadow of royalty, and giving up 
the very ftyle raid title of a kingdom which had 
flouriflied, for a long fucceffion of ages, be- 
fore th. t to'which they bafdy thus betrayed i'ts 
rights had even gained a name. 

*' The venal and inconftant Englifli, a 
mingled race, made up of every people under 
heaven, and thofe whom their example had de - 
bauched, may pradife and applaud fuch cor- 
ruption; but Scotland's true-born honeft fons 
will ever watch occafion to fhalce ofFthe fhame- 
ful yoke, and reftorc the honour of their coun- 
try by reftoring to it's throne a race of kings 
defccnded from themfelves. 

*' Educated in thefe principles, though un- 
der the power which I abhorred, it was na- 
tural for me to feiise the firft opportunity of 
drawing my fword in the jcaufe of my rightful 
fovefeign. I joined in the attempt made by 
his fon, and was a fharer in his unparalleled 
fuffcrings. 

'* I had been too aQive in his intereft to efcape 
unnoticed. This precluded every thought 
of living in my own country, even if I could 
ftoop to diflemble my principles, and fubmit 
tcr the prevailing powers. The honour of my 
anceftors was now the only inheritance which 
I derived from them. In the difficulties there- 
fore which fuch a fituation was fubjeft to, my 
natural recourfe was to the profeffion of arms, 
the only profeffion which would not be a dif- 
grace to my blood, unftained from endlefs a^es 
by the mean arts of induftry : and whom 
mould I offer my fword but to the prince 

Vol. II. G v^ 
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to whom my royal matter had himfelf fled in 
bis diftrcfs , and who, 1 flatter my^tsf, has had 
no reafon to repent of the afylum he afforded 
me ; for thoujgh my adlions have not been yet 
rewarded by fortune, my name is not unknown 
to fame ? 

" This honeft reprefcntation will to every 
candid mind remove the prejudices fo injuriouf- 
]y entertained againft me, and all in my un- 
happy circumftances. We come not as pre- 
ferring another country to our own, or flrivijig 
to tuj plant the natives in the favours of for- 
tune. Neceifiiy, irrefiftable neceflity, urges our 
rclu<Stant fleps ; and we are received and re- 
garded accoidingly^ not with the refpeft of 
welcome guefis, the liberality and honours due 
to merit. '^I'he coldnefs of charity frowns up- 
on our approach, and all our fervices arc 
thought to be overpaid by a bare (ubfiflencc. 
Indeed, fuch are the fcntimcnts which this un- 
deferved treatment infpires, that did net the 
fhort-fj<;hted policy of our native country bar 
cur return by injunctions infignificant to them, 
and impofTible to be complied with by us, the 
ardour of our loyalty would-be damped, and 

^ many of us gladly go home and live in peace ; 
by which means, if we did not aflually become 
their bcft fubjcfts, we (hould at leaft rid them 
of their moll dangerous cne^mies.'* 

The appearance of the morning here put an 
end to his difcourfe, which his companion 
heard without interruption, though with vifi- 
bie iitdifFercncc, and aflented to in the politeft 
manner. When they were relieved they re- 
tued to their refpedive tents with equal expc- 

c.iic/}, though on dvfftx^wt Qccaiions ; the 
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former to rcplenifh his fnufF-box, which he 
had emptied in the earneffnefs of his converfa- 
tion, and the other to wafc his neck-cloth and 
ryffles, and powder his hair, that he might make 
a proper appearance when he waited up6n his 
general. 

CHAP. XIX. 

The difference between fighting battles in the fields 
and in ^he cabinet. 7 he happinefs of having 
good friends^ with further inflames of military 
equity. ' 

A S the late mifcarriage had made a confi- 
-** derable alteration in the fituation of af- 
' fairs, it was neceflary to fend notice of it to all 
the parties engaged in the fame caufe, that they 
might regulate their meafures accordingly. No^" 
thing could draw a ftronger pifture of human 
vanity, than the terms in which this account 
was given. Inftead of owning with candour 
that they had been feverely repulfed, and in 
danger of an abfolute defeat, they only faid, , 
'* that the enemy ^having efcaped by accident 
** from an attack by which they dcfigned to 
''have gained a decifive viftory, they had 
** thought proper to make fome alterations in 
** the plan of their operations for the reft of the 
** campaign.*' . 

But this vain evafion was inftantly fscn 
through ; the fteps they were obliged to take, 
jn confequence of a difappointment v/hichthey 
iffcftcd to treat fo lightly, (hewed iWx \x. vt?c^ ^ 
G 2 , m^xx^^ 
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iratter of the moft ferious nature, had fo efiec* 
tually broke through all their meatures for that 
campaign, on the fuccefs of which they had 
built fuch fanguine hopes, and exerted thtir ut« 
moft efforts to promote it. 

-As there was nothing more to be feen here, 
I took the opportunity of accompanying a cou- 
rier who was fent on this occafion to another 
of the armies, confederate in the fame caufe, 
the general of which had acquired fuch repu- 
tation by his condud^, that I expe£led to find 
the art of war reduced by him to a regular fci- 
ence, and carried on in a manner worthy of a 
rational being: how well my expedations were 
anfwered, the event will fhew. 

I found him in his tent, reading over fome 
ordcis which he had juft received from his 
court. When he had finiflied them, " What . 
*' trouble have I (faid he to himfelf ) to keep 
♦' thele people from ruining themfelves? A wo- 
' man has thie vapours,and therefore I mufl fight 
** a battle to raife her fpirits with the news of 
*' a viflory. A minifter wants to difplay his 
^^ talents, and I muft take a town, that he 
** may draw up the articles of capitulation j 
** and yet the leaft mifcarriage iix the execution 
<' of their orders, however ill-timed or abfurd, 
'< Will be laid entirely to my charge. This 
** is the happinefs of fcrving under people who 
" know nothing of the matter; who diredl the 
*• operations of a campaign in their clofets, 
*' draw up armies upon paper, niake marches, 
*' and form fieges with their fingers in the 
** wine fpilled on the table; and fight battles, 
»* ciu' beat their enemies as they get drunk. 
*' lui 1 am not to be moved by their humours. 
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*♦ I have prcfcrvcd them hitherto in fpight of 
^* themfelves, by adhering fleadily to my own 
^^ opinion; and I will continue to do To, or 
^^ refign the command, and leave them t& 
*• their fate."— —Saying, this^. lie gave or- 
ders to double all the fortifications of his camp, 
and then returned a fummary anfwer to the mt* 
nifter, that the fituation of affairs at that tim^ 
made it impoffible for him to obey his direc- 
tions. 

Such cautious condud in an army, whofe 
ftrength feemed almoft to make all caution un* 
neceffary, appeared very extraordinary; but a 
little obfervation explained the reafon of it. In 
the mean time other occurrences, new to me, 
and ftrange in fpeculation,, though common in 
tile military practice, attracted my attention. 

As the general went to take a view of hfs 
entrenchments, that he might fee where it was 
moft proper to add to their ftrength, according 
to his own fyftem, he was met by a deputa- 
tion from the inhabitants of the country, o^a 
moft interefting occafton. Though he wa4i de- 
termined not to take the leaft notice of any 
thing they could fay, he thought proper to give 
them an nearing, to fave appearances. 

The perfon who fpoke to him, in the name of 
the reft, addreiSng him with an air of refpeft, 
mixed with indignation, *' I am fent to your 
** excellency ('aid he) by thy few remaining 
•* inhabitants of this wretched country, to im- 
** plore your commiferation of their diftreffed 
^* ftate. The misfortunes, impoflihle to be 
♦* avoided in the feat of a war, have long fince 
♦* confumed their ftrength, and exhaufted aU 
*♦ their regular refources. TV\c coT\u\\iM<\^tv^ 

G 3 ^^ A^VCV2A\\^^ 
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•* demanded by )our cxctHency ycfterday, «jr- 
** ceed their utmcft power. The indif|^«Rfib)e 
^^ means of fubiiiience m all that is left tbem ;, 
** to take the fmallelt portion from which muft 
** Diake life a curie, and aggravate tfaeir mile- 
** lies to defpair. Your fovereign and our'^ 
** are confederates in this war^ the caofe of 
^^ which was originally your's ; and fo muft 
•* the advantage be in the end. We cxpeA 
•' nothing. . Why then muft the weight of it 
** he laid entirely upon tis ? If you come for 
•* our protefiion, Why do you not diivc our 
^* enemies away? If that is not to be done, 
•* Why not march into their territories, aiid 
** remove to them a burthen which we can no 
•* longer bear ! It were better for us to fup- 
*< port but one army, even though that were 
•• of enemies, than two. The number of our 
•* very friends has eaten us up. We throw 
•* ourfelves therefore upon your excellency's 
*^ jufiice and companion, and beg an allcvia- 
** tion of diilrei&s, which we are vnabk to 
** fiiftain. Reprefent our cafe in it's proper c^ 
^ lours to your fovereign ; and, in the n^n 
*^ time, fufpend the execution of orders which 
•' overwhelm us with defpair.'* 

•The general heard this pathetic fpeech with- 
out the leaft emotion ; and as foon as it was 
concluded, "lam forry for your fuffering* ; 
•* (anfwered he coldly) but the redrcfs of them 
•* iies not in my power. You muft apply to 
«< the miniflry. If they fupply me with other 
** means to fupport the war, I fhall be glad ; 
** till then I muft make ufe of thofe in my 
*' hands." Then turning direflly to an of- 
£c€r who ftood near him, he ordered the con- 
tributions 
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trtbutions to be levied, without favour oi 
delay. 

The .unfuccefsful advocates bad fcarce de- 
parted wlicn an exprefs arrived jfrom one of hia 
advanced pofts, to inform him tha^t the enemy 
had laid all that fide of the country in flames^ 
and were juft then making fome motions which 
appeared as^ if they intended to attack him in 
fais entrenchments. His officers heard this 
account with the higheft indignation ; and, 
confiding in their numbers, expreffed in their 
eagernefs to prevent fuch an infult, by march^ 
ing^out direSly to meet them. 

But the general difregarded their ardour, and: 
firmly refolved to purfuc his own fyftem ; 
^ The enemy fhould know me too well, (faid 
^ he) to imagine that I can be taken with > 
*^ fuch a bait ! When there is nothing more 
** to bum, the flames will go out of them- 
***^'felves. All their braving (hall not make mt 
<* quit the advantage of my fituation. The 
^* event of battles is uncertain, and often 
^ proves contrary to the. beft founded cxpec- 
** tation. Befide, their affairs and ours are in 
** a very difFerent ftate. A vidofy might ac- 
** complifh all their defigns, which are difap- 
**, pointed as efFeftually by delay as by a defeat'; 
** it is therefore right in them to rifk every 
^* thing. But the contrary is our cafe ; we 
** might lofe every thing by a defeat ; and do 
" gain as much by delay, as we could by vie*- 
** tory J fo that to put any thing to the hazard 
•* were madnefs. As to the difgrace to our 
** honour, in being braved thus, that is nothing. 
*' Sticcefs alone is honour in war. I am for- 

ry, it is true, for the ruin of the country ; 

O 4 ^''\>V3X- 
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^ but I have other bMiinefs here bcCde prefer* 
** viiig that, and which I muft firft attend to ^ 
** and I (hair thirk myielf happy if I can ac- 
^* comphfh it at fo eafy a rate as the ruin of a 
•« country that does not belong to us."— 
Saying this, he continued his ride, abfolutely 
unmoved at the fight of the flames which arofe 
from all the villages in that particular part of 
^e couTitry from whence he had drawn his Tub* 
itftence, while there was any remaining for 
him. 

There was fomethingfo deliberately cruel in 
protrading the miferies of the innocent in this 
manner, in order to wear out an enemy whom 
he was evidently afraid to face in thefield^that 
however confonant it might be tq the princir 
pies of military equity, and however juft hit 
maxim, that ** Succefs alone is honour in 
«« war,'* I turned away from, the figHt with, 
abhorrence. 

CHAP. XX. 

IFar! JFar in prectnif ! The comfirtt of CTt%U 
nefs. A nigbtfcenej with a continuation of if^ 
neither of the mojl agreeable nature. 

nr HOUGH my heart was by this time fick 
-■' of war, curiofity ftijl had forcc#to make 
me take a view of the army oppofed to this^ 
the charafter of whofe commander promifed 
feme variety, and more a<Sivc fcenes at leaff^ 
if not more rational and humane than thofe 

I had 
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I had hitherto feen. ** It isnotpoflible (thought 
** I) that the military fcience, which has been 
** fo highly extolled by men of the greateftge- 
*' nius in every age and country, and made the 
** feal of fame, the indifputed title to every ad- 
♦* vantage of this world, {hould be fuch a con- 
*' fufed medley of blunders and butchery, car- 
** ried on headlong, without regard to the moft 
**^ indifpenfible priticiples of juftice or humani- 
^*" ty, or attention to any rational or determin- 
•* ed point, befide avarice, or a favage pajflion 
*♦ for revenge. The generals who make fo 
•' grand a figure in the writings of poets, and 
**^ hiftorians, could hot have been like thefc j 
*^ nor the battles, by which they acquired their 
**• immortal glory, fuch fruitlefs random fcenes 
*' of blind, and worfe'than brutal carnage ! t 
**- have been often cautioned againft forming 
*' my judgment too haftily.** 

Hiving confirmed myfelf in my refolutioh by 
thefe refledlions, I was fo deiirous to put it ia 
execution, that I would not even ftay to travel 
with any other perfon, as I had done before ; 
but availing myfelf of the powers with which 
the fpirit 'had endowed me, I wijhed myfelf • 
direftly into theenemy's camp. 

'The firft things that ftruck me here were 
the cagernefs and affiduity of every individual^ 
fo different from. the. lifllefs ftupidity and care- 
leflhefs which had given me fuch difguft in the i- 
other armies. The foldiers feemed by their 
looks to underftatid the motives of the war in 
which they were engaged, and to think them- 
fclvcs* interefted in the event; Such a fights 
jgave me pleafure. *'This (thpughtl) is fome-^ 
. **^thing worth beholding! Theft' ^k&Vtotcv^^^ 
G s , ^" M 
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** by exerting that reafon which diftinguiflics 
** them from brutes ; and that caufe muft be 
*^ juft which (o many approve of, and fupport 
*• with their lives." 

As I was making thefc reCeflions, the com- 
mander (whom I found to be their foyereign) 
pafled me, and by his afFabihty and encourage- 
ing addrefs added wings to the diligence with 
which they all ftroveto exccute.his commands. 
I joined him dire<?ily, ftudious to obfcrve eve- 
ry look and a6lion of fo extraordinary a per- 
fon. 

He was that morning making a general re- 
view of his army, which was drawn out for 
that purpofe. Though every thing was ftriiSU 
ly regular, and bore the moft martial appear- 
ance, I remarked that.the monarch frequently 
fighed as he darted his experienced eye along 
the ranlcs. He feemed to look for fomethins; 
which he could not find, and melted almoft 
into tears at the tender youth of the greater 
part of his troops. 

But if the private men appeared young and 
unexperienced, the officers of every degree 
wore the cppofite charaflers in their counte- 
nances. Birth, riches, or favour, evidently 
had no place in their promotion. They rofe 
by merit alone, and the foldier who defcrved 
command was fure of obtaining it. This was 
the moft effeftual provifion which human pru- 
dence could make to enfure fuccefs j nor did 
the event di^rppoint it. If the inferiority of 
his numbers hindered his obtaining decifive 
viflories, the excellent difcipline of his forces 
^o Farballanced that advantage, that his enemies 
' could not prevail againft him. 

When 
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When he had finifhed the buiinefs of the 
morning, he retired to his tent, and throwing 
himfelf, with a fatigued look and difcontented 
air, into a chair, *' When will this horrid 
*' work be at an end ? (faid he) Wheh fhall 
** my wearied heart have reft ? O ambition, 
** thou madnefs of VnifguiSed man ! Thou 
*' fource of the Worft of evils which ^iflick his 
*' wretched race ! To thee are facrificed all 
*' th€ tenderneffes of humanity, all the moft 
*< facred principles of focial and moral virtue. 
*< And for what? To purfue an uneflential 
^* phantom, to grafp at a bubble that melts at 
** the touch, and illudes the empty hand ! For 
** fuch is the glory of this world, however 
•**^ highly blazoned by prejudice and vanity; the 
*' echo of a found that has paffed by, the (ha- 
** dow of a cloud that floats in the air." 

He was interrupted in thefe refledlions by 
the arrival of a courier, with difpatches from 
one of his minifters. The moment he ran his 
eye over them^ that gloom of laffitude and dif- 
content, which overcaft his brow, vanifhed, ^ 
"Ws ^ye flaflied with, refentment and martial ar- 
-dour, and his whole frame feemed to be on 
fire. He gave orders: for all his generals toat-» • 
tend him direttly, and then walking a turn or 
two about his tent, ** No ! J^faid he) rt is not 
**-*o!nc to that yet. Never will 1 fubmit to 
fuch ignominious terms, while I have one 
fubjeft able to draw a fword* Never will I 
^^-tarnifli the glory of fo many viSories by the 
' feaft conceffion. Is my fate to depend oi 
***'the caprice of a woman? Are my domini- 
•** ons to be parcelled out^by dreaming ftacei- 
**-!hen ?. Sooner fli^ll the r«tikg|^s <^ ^^x ^xsw- 
G 6 ^^Ivxxcw^ 
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*' fume them al)^ than I will yield to fuch dif- 
*^ honour. Til. fight it out to the lafl; man, fet 
** fire to the laft town with my own hand, and 
" perifli in the flames, before my foul {hall 
*' bend to- their defires, or comply with fudi. 
** difgraceful coaditions. 

The entrance of his officers broke ofF his me* 
ditations. He paufed a moment, to moderate 
the emotions of his foul, and then addreffing 
himfclf to them,. " My friends, (faid he) our 
** enemies infult us. They make propofalstoo 
** haughty and fevere to be received even from . 
*' vidlors. But we will bring them to a more 
** moderate way of thinking. I am refolved to 
*' make pne effort, to put an end to this de- 
** ftruclive war. We will, this night attack 
*' the enemy in fuch a quarter. Our weary ad- 
** verfary will not run th^ hazard of fuccour* 
*« ing his colleague in the dark, for fear an at- 
^^ tempt ihould, be made upon his own camp^ 
** in the mean while ;.fo that, for this time, the 
^^ advantage, of numbers will.not be. againft us. 
*' In other refpefls,.! know the difficulty of - 
*' the undertaking ; but difficulties never dif-. 
** courage a brave mind from great attempts* 
** I am fick of. the horjrors of war, and will , 
•* fee no more of them. We. will either coiv- 
•< quer or die." 

His generals hear^ thefe,. words with a me- 
lancholy,, fi^ce delight. They all wi)(hed to 
fee an end put to the calamities-whiplvlaid their 
country wafte } if that could not be accom- 
plifhed, death appeaced. a defirable releafe from 
the horrors with which they were furrouncjed* 
As foon as they, left their Sovereign's prefcnc©^. 
tbcrcfoxt tbcy embraced caidiocherj^a^ men 
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who expeded not to ^ meet: again, and then • 
went to prepare every thing for putting hi»* 
commands in execution. 

As for the monarch, the approach of fuch a 
fcene feemed a relief to his mind, by diverting 
his attention from the refle6tiox>s which tor» 
tured him before. Unentangled in the tender 
connexions of nature, which, .as it were, mul* 
tiply a man into many felfs for the fafety ot 
each dear particular of whom, his anxiety is 
greater than for his own, he looked forward 
te the dreadful hour unmoved ; and defpifing 
any danger which threatened himfelf, was no.t 
dinuzbed with fympathetic apprehenfionsJor 
others. 

At length the moment, loaded with the fate 
of fo many thoufands, arrived. The horrors 
of fuch a iight are beyond defcription ; my 
foul ftill fickens at the thought. I have faid 
that the attack was to be made in the night. 
-Nature, as if to hide the madnefs of mankind^ 
wrapped the guilty fcene in tenfold darknefs. 
This was favourable to the aiTailants. Infpired 
with the refolution of their foverbign, they 
knew that their road to viSory was right for- 
wards, andxtt(hed on with an impetuofity imii- 
peffible to be refilled ; while their oppo»- 
.nents, attacked on every fide, knew , not 
where to direft their force. But neither, did 
they know whither to retreat. If diftradlioni 
therefore made their, efforts Jefs efre6lua], de** 
fpatr fupporled their refolution. The^ fought , 
at random, and deftroyed their friends as well 
aa their enemies : but mil they fought with va- 
4aur, heightened bjF.defpaic At length their 
enuenqjunents were all forced^.aud v^^ ?i)«ts^ 
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driven, themfelves fcarcc knew whither. The 
darknefs, which before was againft them, prov-- 
ed now their fccurity. Purfuit was impoflible. 
The advantage alio had already coft the victors 
fo dear, that they were cautious,, as the leaft- 
mifcarriage might feverfe the fuccefs. 

The heart of man mud be feared againft 
every feeling of humanity, to ftipport fuch a 
fight as the morning- light difclofed. The vie* 
torious monarch,. animated with all his martial 
enthufiafm, was unable to bear it. He led his 
men, harrafled as they were,, in purfuit of 
the enemy, . though he exp.eded not to over* 
take them ; but then it removed him from this 
horrid fcene. 

As foon as his fpirits had cooled a little from 
the ardour, or rather madnefs, neceffary to- 
fnpport them through their late exertion, he 
fought to relieve nature by reft. But the la- 
bours of hrs mind were far from being at an 
^nd. Sleep had no fooner overpowered his wea«> 
/y fenfes, than his imagination was at work, . 
and placed him in the midft of the tumultsand 
confufion from which he was but juft delivered. . 
He gave aloud the feveral words of command, , 
and fought over again the whole battle of the 
night before, with as much eagernefs and. 
anxiety as if he was actually engaged, till at;, 
length the hurry of his fpirits and agitation 
of bis whole frame awoke him, Jittle refreibed • 
by fuch broken flambers. Such a life could' 
not afford pleafure in the contemplation. I. 
was juft turning from him, furfeited with h§^ 
r^ifni and gruttntfi^ when an affair that ikcwed 
bis chara^er in a new Ifght attrafled my at^ 
crufion. - ^" 
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Jrt approved tnedi cine for a Jifk mind, Acurioui 
converfation between two great perfons^ with a' 
compendious jnethod (ff acquiring fame » 

TIT' HEN he arofe from his thorny pillow^. 
^^ he went to a trunk,, and taking out a 
book, ^ Learning (fald he, fighing) has been 
*• called the medicine of the mind. Let me 
*' try if lean find it fo. No mind ever wanted' 
^^ a medicine to heal it^s ficknefs, more than 
** mine does at this moment." — Then reatiipg 
a page or two, ^'^ Aye, (continued he) thefe 
" are fine fchemes, if they could but be 
** brought to bear. Any of them would en- 
*^ furc the wiflied-for, envied epithet of greats . 
.** without the fatigue of this horrid trade of 
*. ^ war ; though I much fear this too will dif- 
*^ appoint ,me as that did, and that in the end 
^^ I fliall find I have confumed my life in build-^ 
>^ ing caflJea in the air.*' 

He then paufeda moment, in a difcontented 
mood, and, throwing by the book, took up»a 
. written paper, on which he had fcarce caft his- 
eye when he feemed to have found the remedy 
he wanted. A fmile of felf-complacency fof* 
tened his brow, his eyes fparkled with pleafure, 
and his heart throbbed with confcious pride, as 
he re^d it over moft emphfttically to himfelf. 
*' Why did I not fix my hppes of fame, my 
^* claim to immortBlity, on th^fei ^(^v&V^^ 
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«* fwelling into tenfold confcquence as he 
<^ fpoke) the mufes would not have difdained 
•* my addreflcs j they would have crowned tac 
*' with that glory which I fought for in vain in 
•* philofophy, and fear I purfue with no better 
«' profpcS of fuccefs in war. But foft ! Is not 
** this the day oin which that favourite of the 
**• mufes, Cramboy promifed to come and ihew 
•' me his laft work ? Who knows but I may 
** efFcS the fum of all my defigns by his aflift- 
*' ance ? Every other bufineft muft give plrfcc 
•* to this. I would not mifs the pleafurc of 
**<:onverfing withhim, or runihc hazard cf . 
** any other's feeing his works before me, for 
*♦ many rcafons/'— Saying this, he called, 
one of his attendants, and, fending fome gene<- 
ral direflions to his officers, gavcordprs that no 
one Should be admitted to him that morning, 
but^ particular perfon, whom he defcribed. 

He had not waited long, when the cxpeft'- 
cd vifitor arrived^ difguifed in fuch a manner 
as muft efFeSually conceal him. The mo- 
narch received him with the greateft familiari- 
ty, and pointing to a chairncar hrmfelf, •< Sit 
•« down, my friend, (faidhe) diftin<9ionis-un- 
*< neccflary among the mufes fons. You won* 
** der, I doubt not, at my defiring you to 
**-come in that difguife ; but the reafon was 
•* thi« : In my fituation every motion is cx- 
«* pofed to notice. When I have , a mind, 
• V therefore, to fteal an hour from care, I am 
«* obliged to ufe fome artifice of this kind, to 
•'conceal my defign. I am now thought to 
<« be engaged on the moft weighty affairs ;• 
cc^nd your drefs, with the myfterious manner 
<4 of your iAtrodudion,, favours the deceit, and 
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^' makes you pafs for tome fecret emiiTary who 
*' has brought me intelligence. Were it known 
^* that I enjoy one hour of focial converfe, 
^* ]ike another man, it would take oiF from my 
*^ importance, and weaken that implicit refpe^ 
*^ which the nature of my affairs makes indif- 
'•* penfible. This is the blefling of pre-emi- 
** nence : painful pre-eminence, eminent in 
•* woe. 

^< But let us quit fo difagreeable a fubje^l;. 
** Have you brought me the piece you rneur 
•* tioned in your letter ? I long to fee it ; and 
*< hope you have not taken the leaft notice of 
** it to any other perfbn living. Alexander 
^^ was not more jealous of his tutor's publiib- 
^' ing his knowledge for the inftrudion of the 
** world, than I am of your communicating 
*< your works, even by the bare mention of their 
^ names, before I have had the firft i^erufal of 
^ theffl« Like him, I would engrofs the fole 
•« cnjjoymcnt.** 

*< V our majefty does me the higheft honour 
^^ by this pealoufy ; (anfwered the other) but I 
** tm afraid the obje£i: will be found unworthy^ 
^ However, fuch as it is, I lay it at your 
•« fcct,>* 

— ^ ^' But has no living perfon fcen, nor 
«< even heard of it ? " 

■» " None, I can moft trucly affure your 
•* majefty, I obeyed your commands with the 
•* greateft care. Here it is.. The fubjeft, I 
♦* own, is triflng ; but I hope the execution 
<* will not difpleafe you. It is a fliort confu- 
** tatioft of all the prejudices which have fo. 
^^ long enflaved the human mind, under the 
** title of religion. I have proved, in an alU- 
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^^ gorical hiftory, by familiar inftances takcfit. 
^^ fro^tn real or at leaft poffible life, which i» 
"^^ the fame thing, that chance governs tbe- 
^^ world, and every occurrence in it ; and that 
^ to attribute them to any other caufe, fuch as 
^^ infinite power,, wifdom, gdodnefs, and fuch* 
^^ like, is moft abfurd,. as they are plainly con- 
** trary to the effcfls of fuch a cau'fe j and to- 
•* give a greater force to my rcafoning, I have 
•* all along afFefted to treat thefe very notions^ 
"^^ which I controvert, with the moft folema 
«« refpea.*' 

** Juft as I have written with the ^reatefr 
** acerbity againft maxims (interrupted the 
*• king) which I praflife every hour of my. 
** life. ■ Then running his eye haftilyover 
the firft page, which chance had opened ta^ 
him, ^^ This is the thing (continued he, in a- 
•* rapture) which has been ever wanted to clear 
•* the eyes of man, and enlighten his mind^ 
^ with the radiance of real knowledge.^ The 
•* voice of reafon here utters the facred words- 
'< of truth,, adorned with all the beauties o£ 
^* imagination. How exa<5Uv have you bit 
'«« upon my fentimcnts ! how forcibly expreflcd 
^< them ! Kdy ai£lions muft have long prorcd/ 
*< to all who are capable of lifting up the veil 
*< which necefficy obliges man to wear, that 
" this is my opinion. You muft leave the 
" manufcript with me, that I may perufe it at 
" my better leifure 5 and remember, I have 
" your promifc, that you will not mention a 
*^ word of it to any mortal. I have reafons for 
** this injuniftion,. which may not be difagrcea* 
•' bic to you." 

' ' ' ■ "Nothing 
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* ■ » " Nothing that your majcfty commanda 
•* caii be difagreeable to me ; nor need yoa 
*• doubt my fervice. Here is another little 
** jrt^»''^» a toock-heroic pobm^ in which the 

; " folly of all the philofophy^ and the falfc pre- 
** tenuons to knowledge, which have impoftfd 
** upon the world for So many generations, are 

, *• f rt)perly difplayed. It is fomething of the 
** fame nature with the other, thedefign.fef 
** which it compleats, by (hewing, that there 
** 18 nothing certain in this life j and, therc- 
** fore, that true wifdom confifts in doing that 
•* which is moft agreeable to ourfelves, with- 
**.out regard to any contrary opinions, hoW- 

i.** ever hallowed to foolifh veneratioirt>y the 

. *• ruft and cobwebs of antiquity^" 

—^ « My fyftcm ftill. Yes f let me have it- 
*< My head is flunned with the noife of war^ 
^< and wants the harmony of your numbers to 
•< compofe it. This is poetry. TWs is the 

. ** g«nOine efFufion of a mind infpired.^ Such. 

< '* writing difdains the critic's rage, and even 

.*** rifes above the wreck of time. What ele- 
•^ggnce! What fire! How bold, and yet how 
« dear.*' 

——"Your majefty's approbation is the 

, ^ higheft obje£t of my ambition. It is famt. 
^< Though till that fandion is made public, I 
^^ doubt not but I ihall have an outcry raifed 
<^ againft me, particularly on account of the - 
'^ firft work, for bringing ridicule to aid mjr 
^' arguments, againft opinions fo long confe- 

, ** crated, by ignorance, to blind refpeS. But 
** it was impc&ble to reftrain die fallies of wit 

• *' on fubjecls which lay open to it's lafli.'* 

~«Moft 
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— — ** Moft certainly ; nor are they in thr 
*' leaft reprchenfible. A poignant jeft often' 
** ihames a man out of an opinion which no 
^ argument could make him give up. You 
** tell me with the aflurance of facred truth, 
*^ that no man living knows any thuig of ei- 
^ ther of thefe works* In return for your 
^ complying with my defire in that, I will 
** now intruft you with the darling fecret of my 
^* foul. No man muft ever know any thing 
*' of them. I mean, a^ your*s« Shall I teU 
'* you all i You are fcnfible of the ardour with 
^^ which I pant for fame*. Though chance has 
^* thrown me into the mor« turbulent fcenes of 
^ life, my heart languiflia9>for thehappine&of 
*' retirement, for the glory that is acquired by 
^' the calmer works of learned eafe : nor were 
** my firft efTays to obtain it fo unfuccefsful as 
** todifcourage the purfuit, did the indiipeo- 
^* fible duties of my ftation permit it* 

*< Can you then, my friend, indulge this 
** ruling paffioA of my foul fo far, as t^ give up 
^* tbefo children of your brain to my adop- 
^* tion, and let me produce them to the world 
*^ as my own, without danser of paternal 
*< fondnefs's breaking out, and claiming them f 
*^ I know it is a delicate and difficult requeft | 
•* but I will amply recompenfe your com- 
** pliance, and then you will foon be able to 
♦* produce more. The fpring from whence 
•* thefe flowed is not cxhaufted. 

^^ Befide, I claim a kind of right to them. 
•• They are the very fentiments of my foul^ 
^^ which I deflgned to have publifhed as foon 
** as I could fpare time to difpofe. Acm into 
^ proper oider. In this you have prevented 

*'mci 
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•"-^me 5 may I not fay rather, faved me the trou- 
^* ble, and now prefent my own anticipated 
, ^ offspring to me, with the advantage of being 
** educated by, your hand. The matter is 
** literally mine, as much as it is your's : the 
*' form indeed is all your own. ^ What do 
** you fay ! Are you willing to gratify my 
«' defire ? " 

■ " Every command of your majefty*s is 
** entitled to immediate obedience j I moft 
*• willingly confign them into your hands, to 
** difpofe of them as youpleafe; either to publifli 
** or abfolutely fupprefs them for ever. Could I 
*< have thought of their having fuch a glorious 
*^ fate, I fliould have laboured to make them 
** ^ore worthy of it." * 

■ " They are very well. It is the fub- 
^* je£t that particularly ftrikes me.. If I find 
<^ any thing amifs in the manner of treating 
*' it, I will myfelf correal it. Here ! take this 
'* order to my treafurer : You fee it is expreffly 

- *' faid tob^fory^fr^/fcrvicc." 

** Your majcfly's munificence (anfwered the 
*^ lucky author, who was fo afloniflied at the 
^* greatnefs of the fum, (hat it was fome time 
<^ before he had power to fpeak) overwhelms 
♦• me with confufion* This is to much j too 
*« much for me to take ! ** 

— — " But not for me to give (replied the 
<« mooarch, fmiling.) Let me fee you again be- 
•* fore you go away* I muft now give fome 
** orders, which are this moment come into 
** my head j but I (hall be at leifure by the 
** time you return from the treafurer." 

The author bowed with the moft profound 
refpeft, and departed in evident happinefs oC 
heart. NSfV^^a 
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Wlicn he was gone, the king, looking at 
his new purchafc with the higheft delight, 
** Ai length (faid he) I have accompliflied niy 
** dcfign. Thefe will extend my fame through 
** the whole circle of the human powers. I 
*' (hine already as a Icgiflator and hiftorian ; 
*' thefc add the characters of a poet, and a 
** divine. Singularity is the firft ftep to emi- 
*' nence. A great man fhould do nothing ia 
** the common way. Now that I have un- 
** hinged the religion of the world, as foon as 
** I am at leifure I will devife a new one-of my 
" own, and ere£t it on the ruins of the old. 
*' This is all 1 want to confirm my be-ing the 
*' greateji man of this, or any age.** 

When he had pleafed himfelf with thefe re- 
flexions for feme time, he refumed his wonted 
thoughtful look, and went to meet his mini- 
fters, who, ftruck with, his appearance, liftcn- 
ed to his words with a kind of religious vene- 
ration, prepared to obey whatever he fhould 
command, without prefuming to difcufsiteven 
in their own minds, as if he had been a being 
of a fuperior nature. 

Having difpatchcd thefe affairs, he retired 
to meet the happy author, who. had received 
the money, and was returned according to his 
orders. " Well, (faid the king) I hope you * 
** don't regret the exchange you have made, 
** I have nothing more to fay to you at this 
** time, but to dcfire that I may hear conftant- 
** ly from you. Much as I am involved in 
*^ other affairs, I (hall always find time to 
** correfpond with you ; and obfcrve, that I 
<* infift on your laying afide all formality, and 
** wniYOg your thoughts freely as they rife 

"in 
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•< in your mind ; as I, and all lovers of phi- 
♦< lofophic truth do." 

** Your raajefty (anfwered the other) heaps 
*^ new honours on me, by every new com- 
** mand. I will obey you with the utmoft 
** punftuality, and think myfelf happy if my 
'*^ poor works can merit the approbation of fo 

*** confummate a judge." The fcene now 

grew fo fulfome, each flattering the other in 
the groffeft manner, that I was glad when it 
was ended. 

This contemptible inftance of vanity fullied 
the luftre of the monarch's other qualities, 
and made me fo lick of ambition in every 
fliape, that I could bear the fight of him no 
longer. I therefore took my leave of heroifm 
^nd grgatnefsy of which my heart was fick, and 
departed along wit»h the author, in whom I 
faw fomething that raifed my curiofity to be 
better acquainted with him. 

CHAP. XXII. 

j^ remarkable injiance of poetic gratitude and 
juftice^ with Jome anecdotes of a celebrated 
genius. 

Tp HE moment he left the monarch's pre- 
* fence, he made all poiSble hade to get 
out of his reach alfo, Cor fear of his changing 
his oiind, and refuming his moft profufe pre- 
fent . When bis heart was freed from this fear, 
on lua entering the territories of 21 w^u\.\'i\ 
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power, he flopped, to recover his fatigue, and 
confider how he fliould difpofe of his new for- 
tune in the moft proper manner. After a va- 
riety of fchemes, he at laft refolvcd to fix his 
abode in the territories of a certain free but 
poor ftate, where he (hould be at liberty to 
purfiie his own inclinations without interrup- 
tion, and gain refpeft by the magnificence 
which he was now able to difplay. 

This firft point being fettled, his thoughts 
naturally recurred to the means by which he 
had acquired his fortune. Amply as the mo* 
narch had paid him for the honour of fathering 
his works, his vanity took the alarm at the 
fame he (hould lofe, and envy determined him 
to break faith with his benefactor, and betray 
his weaknefs by publiihing the works in his 
own name, as foon as ever the kine {hould de- 
clare them to be his ; for he would not do it 
fooner to prevent him, that the detedlion might 
heighten the difgrace, the thoughts of his being 
under obligation, to which he meant to make 
fo bafe a return, inflaming his heart with the 
moft malignant hatred. " I will expofe him 
** to the contempt of mankind, (faid he) for his ^ 
•* meannefs and vanity. He never (hall have 
•• the honour of my works. When he has 
^< plumed himfelf in the merit of them for a 
" while, ril ftrip the gaudy daw of his flolen 
^^ feathers, and point him out to univerfal ri- 
*^ dicule. He make alterations too ! and cor* 
" reft my errors ! Let him, let him expofe 
** himfelf ! The coarfe patches will betray the 
** bungling hand that puts them on, and ferve ' 
** for a convenient foil to the reft. If he dc- • 
*' ii/es fame, let him earn it, and not ftfive 

" thus 
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*^ thus toftealitfrom another. He never (hall' 
•' have the honour of my works. Had he not 
*♦ been a fool, he might have forefeen this, and 
*f in the plenitude of his tyranny have put it 
•♦ out of my power to defeat his defign, by 
** taking away my h7e ; but I am now beyond 
** his . reach, and (hall take care to keep my- 
** felf fo."— — Then melting into rapture, at 
the thought of his wealth, ^' I will live (con* 
^* tinued he) like a prince among thofe repub- 
** licans, whofe parfimony will be a foil to 
** my munificence. Every thing about me, 
<« every thing I do (hall have an air of gran- 
•J dcur ; I'll build a theatre at my own houfe,. 
** where I will have my works reprefented ac- 
•* cording to my own tafte, to my chofen 
'^ friends." 

The deliberate bafcnefs of this refolution, fo 
contradictory to the proper ufe of the powers . 
which produced the occafion of it, tempted me. 
ta look back to the principal occurrences in the 
life of fo extraordinary a perfon. He was born 
in a neighbouring country, where genius is 
encouraged by approbation, and flarves in the 
midft of flattery^ Abilities, fuch as his, foon 
diftingui(hed themfelves. He became the fa- 
vourite of the public, and heard nothing but 
his own praifes. But his reign was not long. 
He thought with a freedem and fpirit which 
gave jealoufy to a government e(labli(hed on 
the principles of defpotifm, and was obliged to 
fly his native land, to avoid falling a facrifice 
to his fame. 

The'^country in which he took refuge was 
in every refpcft the reverfe of that he left. Ap- 
probation was given fparingly, andnevei fopvv\ 
.Vol. II. H s \i\3X 
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hut th€ more fubftantial reward of prcfent pro- 
ik feldotn difappointed merit ; and rational 11* 
berty gave genius it's full fcope. Here he firft' 
tftfled the fweet^of independency, and formed 
fehemes for eflabli(hing himfelf in the poiTef- 
fion of that ineftimable biefling. But his eager<>> 
jiefij difappointed him^ by betraying him mto* 
feme actions which obliged him te quit that 
country as precipitately as he had his oMsn, to 
avoid a more ignominious fate. 

After fome time fpent in difcontented ranr«- 
biing, this prince, whom his fame had reached, 
not only gave him an afylum in his dominions, 
but ahb heaped his favours on him fo lavifhly^ 
that he refumed his hopes of independency^ 
which ihisiaft affair enabled him to accompliih* 
in a manner he had never even raifed^ wi(hes 
to. Th^ return he meditated, and did afutr- 
wards partly make (for wiien he confidered ' 
xnore cooly, he droped that part of his fcheme 
of letting the king pubiifh. them firft, for fear' 
his credit fliould overbalance his own,, and make ' 
himfelf appear the plagiary, and therefore' 
printed them dire^^ly in his own name ; a perfi* 
dy which the difcontented monarch did not dare 
to impeach, and could not puniih) was agree-- 
able to the natural tendency of his difpofition, 
and of a piece with his behaviour to the peo* 
pie whofe beneficence had afforded him relief, 
and firft raifed his hopes, whom hecalum-* 
niated. with the moft malignant virulence, as 
foan as he was out of the reach of their of- 
fended laws. 

The abilities which enabled him to triumph 
over fo many difHculties as his folly drew hinii 
intOf were certainly very great, though vanity 

muih 
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thuch leffened their merit. An afFcdation of 
Angularity, of {hewing himfelf wifer than all 
the reft of the world, making him dtfpute tbo- 
truth of, and treat With contempt thele princi- 
ples which had ever been held in the highefl 
rcfptSty and eftablifhed as the rules of moral 
a£libn, the foundations of religious faith. 

Impious and abflird as fuch vanity Was, it 
found applaufe and imitation from the kindred 
vanity of the greater part of -mankind ; and the 
intereft they had in fupplanting an authority 
that contradt£led their pi^^Hce, and made it 
criminal in the eyes of others, and dangerous 
in their own. 

To this caufe chiefly* he Was indjebted for 
the rapidity of his rife to fame ; for literary 
merit, however great, is obliged to ftand the 
tcft of time before it meets general approba-* 
tion, where fome- luclcy circumftance does not 
concur thus to favour it. 

Shocked at fuch a proftitution, I left him to 
purfue his own machinations; and, having abun* 
dantly fatisfied my curiofity with military mat- 
ters, refolved to change the fcene of my obferva- 
tions, and go to the courts of the powers en- 
gaged in war, in hopes that, for the credit of 
human nature, I might And the meafures of 
their civil government deduced from more 
rational principles than thofe which appeared 
to influence the conduct of their armies. 



End of the FIRST BOOK. 
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THE 

REVERIE; 

OR, A 

Flight to the Paradife of Fools. 
BOOK II. 

CHAP. I. 

A council fane. . The mtldnefs of female govern^ 
ment ; with a remarkahle injlance of the hap^ 
py effeli of reproof upon great minds. 

THE firft court which I thought proper to 
takeaviewof, was that of the power moft 
immediately engaged in the war againft 
the prince whofe camp I had juft left. Ac- 
cordingly I wifhed myielf thither direftly, to 
avoid the pain of travelling through the fceiies 
of dcfolation and mifery exhibited by all the 
countries around. 

On my arrival I found the fovereign feated 
in council, in the midft of his minifters. 
There appeared in his looks a phlegm^ which 

in 
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in different countries is taken to denote thedifr 
ferent qualities of wifdom and ftupidity ; and 
which here Teemed to have extended it's foporir 
fie influence over all prefent, who fat with 
their eyes fixed upon the table, as if waiting in 
fufpenlion of thought for fomething to fet cheU 
faciil ties at work. - 

They had continued in this ftate for fomc 
time, when a female entered and placed her- 
felf at the right hand of the fovereign. H^r 

. features were ftrong, and mafculine ; (he w^s 
drefTed in the robes of independent royalty, 
and the • haughtinefs of her looks and deport- 
ment (hewed that (he elleemed herfelf fuperi^r 
to all the princes of the world. 

The moment {he entered, the whole council 
aflumed a new appearance* The fovereign 
looked abafliedt and the minlfters, roazed from 
their former ferenity, waited for her words 
with fear and trembling. •* I ordered yoMf 
^^ atti^ndance, (faidihe, looking fiercely round, 
•* the fire of her foul flalhing from her eyes as 
" ibcTpoke} to let you know what J will haY6 
^^ done in the prefent conjun6lure. I will no 
•* longer bear to be braved thus by my vafTals, 
•* who by the weaknefs of fome of my prede- 
•* cefTors have ^acquired this unnatural power 
•* of rebelling againfl their fovereign. They 
•* ihall be declared public enemies to the gene- 
•' ral flate, and the reft of the feudatories oblig- 
•* ed to join their forces, according to the 01- 

~ ** dinances of thofe who gave them the power 
** they now pofTefs, to reduce them to their proper 
** ftate of obedience. When thefc have done 
** that, the troops of my own dominions (hall 
*' humble them alfo. I will no loB^^x V^^ ^v 
H 3 ^'^ ^^^^^ 
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•* pofed by fuch ingratcful flgves ; for fuch they 
^^ were, apd fuch they fhall be again. And 
•• you fir, (addreffing hericlf to the fovcrcign) 
•• muft enforce this fentence with your autbo- 
•* rity. The rank to which you have been 
** raifed by your alliance with ine, enables 
^* you to do any thing, if jou l^id.but proper 
'•* fpirir. 

** Madam, (anCwered the foyercign) I— I—- 
^* I can do Dothin^. You have taken all tl^c 
<* power into your awp hanjds^ and leftpothioK 

•« for metodo> ^ 

^* Yes, (replied fhe, y^ith a look of the 
** higheft contefnpt) yqu ^an drink awayyoiir 
.^'fenfesi and that is all you mind. '^$^1 
** been bltttfid with an'¥ufband off jp^'ite^a^ 
^ to my pwn« we {h<iu\^* hz^c 4J^d^ ifyc 
f^ world. ' Alfmanlcma wbulf) bave^c^ Qiy 
•« flayes. Bi^ pow "tlje wiDrkJi att my w«l. I 
•* vou pnljr xontribtijc an irmpty 'naii)e/' ■ \ ^ ■ 
Then turning to her ii^Vetfiry, '•* lici tb^ ^c- 
** cree be notified to all the pthec va^s ^iti>* 
^* out lofs of, time, thtt i(bey o^y j^repafe .^ 
" obey it.*' ' - . i* • 

May it pleafe your moft auguft majefy, 
(faid the fecretary, making an qboiTance ^a 
low as adoration) is this fentence intended 
only againft the principle power with wbopi 
** you are at war ? Or are all his friends, thofe 
♦' I mean who have not dircflly declared a^inft 
•* you, to be included?" 

** All, all 5 (anfwercd fhe) their prefump- 

** tion is equal, and fo fliall be their pun>ih- 

•« ment. Thofe who even hefitate td obey my 

«^ commands I hold to be my enemies, and 

^' will treat them as fuch." 



«c 
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** Your moft facred majefty's commands (re- 
** plied the fecretary) (hould be a law to aTl 
** the world. Here is a memorial which I have 
** this day received from the minifter of hi;* 
** principal ally. It relates immediately to the 
•* purpofe of this your majefty's moft magna- 
.'* nimous and juft refolution, their confcio js 
*^ dread of which anticipates your tremendous 
•* declaration.*' 

** Let it be read 5 (faid fhe, impatiently) I 
*^ will hear what it contains, though all the 
** t world fiiall not make me alter my refolu« 
*«ition." 

•SFar tbe it'from your fervartt to fiippofe 
"-«ny fuch -thing ; (^aafwered the fecretary") 
♦•the will dffo' mighty ^princtfe'fliould be as 
-^ ' mavntAbie '«s fafe. ^Shall I mad the wliole, 
^*«or ofriy givca fumrnary ' of « the contents ? tt 
^* is ^iwiy 'longs mnd lust airways eoncetved with 
H!tl»t.fe^fi due to ymnrfablimhy, from the 
^••dderiJbrrrtigns.'cf nhe «a«h." 

^« The fubftanccof 'lt:(Fepliecl (he haughti- 
^ ly) will :be ;» much as I &all bear, and 
•• nnore than I pay regard to." 

-*• Hem ! ahem ! In the firft place, (faid he, 
^clearing his voice, and cafting his eye upon 
•* the'paper in his band) the memorialift pre- 
•' fumes to throw the blame of the prefent war 
*• entirely upon your majefty ; accufing you of 
•* a defign to overturn the juft rights and li-i 
•* berties of thofe whom he calls the'^fove reign 
*' princes and independent members of the 
*^*ftate i and in confequence of this accufation 
** juftiHes the o{)porition made by your enemy, 
** and the affiftance contributed by others* to 
*•* the fupport of a caufe common to them.allt* 
H 4 , ^^ VS.^ 
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«• He prefumes likewise to deny and prcrteft 
•* againft your irrefiftabic majcfty's undoubted 
•* right of employing the authority of his moft 
** ferene majefty, your royal confort, in a dif- 
** pute which interferes not with his ftate, but 
•^ belongs entirely to your own hereditary do* 
^^ minions, audacioufly and dire6Uy infiftingi 
*^ that, inflead of aiding yourmajedy's deftgns, 
** he ouglu to oppofe his whole force to defeat 
** them, agreeable to the true intent of the 
•* high truft repofcd in him when he was raifed 
*^ to his prefent exalted fiation. In quality 
•* then of fovereign of other dominions, he 
** takes the liberty to upbraid your incoropar- 
^* able majefty with ingratitude, aflcrting, that, 
*^ without mentioning the many obligations 
*^ conferred upon your royal anceflors, your 
*• majefty has yourfelf been fupported on your 
** throne by his afliftanccy againft the efforts 
*' of thofe very enemies of your auguft houfe, 
** whom you have now moft unnaturally joiaed 
^^ with againft him, yoUr only firm and eStc* 
** tual ally ; and, laftly, he has the aflurance 
«* to declare, that he will now employ the fame 
•* power in defence of what he calls his own 
*^ rights, and thofe of his allies ; with which 
** he moft infolently adds, that he fears not to 

«* humble that ingrateful ** 

While the fecretary was making this recital, 
every feature of his miftrcfs's face was diftorted 
with the different paftions of pride, rage, and 
revenge 5 but thefe laft words hurried her be- 
yond all patience. " Villain ! (faid flie, fnatch- 
*^ ing the memorial from his trembling hand, 
•• and throwing it in his face) How dareft thou 
^ repeat fuch infolence before me ? Obligations 

4« to 
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" to him ! he only did his duty ; and was over- 
*• paid by my acceptance of it. My houfc, 
*• the fiYft on earth, has a right to every ihitig 
** in the power of inferior princes, to contri- 
•* bute to it's exaltation ; norfliall any petty, 
•* limited fovereign prefume to call my com- 
*• mands in queftion, or cenfure my making 
*• alliances with whom I pleafe. Whatever I 
** will is right ', and this I will fupport againfl 
** all their oppofition, while I have a fubjedl 
** able to draw a (word." 

The vehemence with which (he /poke thefe 
words awoke her royal conferti who was fo 
. afFe£ted by the rebuke (he had given him juft 
before, that he fell afleep. Starting therefore, 
**Hah! What! What oppofition? (faid he, 
<• flaring about, and repeating her laft word) 
•♦ What oppofition ?** 

•'Peace, idiot f fot ! (anfwered his gentle 
••^ mate) the only oppofition I regard, is that 
•• of your indolence and ftupidity."— -Then ' 
turning again to the fecrctary, *•- Draw up the 
'* decree (continued (he) direftly, and enforce 
*• it with every expreffion of contempt for the 
*' wrrter of this infolent memorial. I'll (hew 
** him what regard I pay to his upbraidings ; ; 
«<- and that I hold the fervices he values himfelf 
♦* fo highly upon, to be all cancelled from the 
«* naoment he dared to difobey my fovereign 
•♦ will in any inftancc."— *-^ 

Saying this, (he arofe ; and, difmif&ng the 
council with a motion of her hand, retired, 
her royal confort not venturing to fpeak a 
w«rd. . 
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CHAP. II. 

A ready falve for a fore cmJAenci^ wttb a pros- 
per reward for piety. An unexpeHed difap^ 
pointment Jheios greatfiefi fif foul in a ^riking 
light. A day concluded confijlently. 

FROM council her majefty went into her 
own apartment, where ibe ipet hex confeT-^ 
for, who was waiting for her. " I fent ioj you, 
** father, ^faid fhe) xo unburthcn my confci- 
•* ence, which cannot bear the weight of any 
^' thing that even loofcs h)ce a crinie. The 
'^ event of this war not immediately apfwi^ing 
^^ my expectations, J have confented to 9^ pro* 
'^ pofal made to me, of having my enemy taken 
^^ off by poifon : I haye alfo given orders to 
^* one of my generals, to march into the terri« 
*^ tories of thofe ftates who refufed to joio with 
*' yne in the war, and to buri> and djeftroy all 

V before him, putting man, yom^n, and child, 
** to the fword, to revenge the difrefp^^ful 
^^ manner in which they refufed to pomply with 
^* my demands, and firike a terror into others 
** for the future. Now, as I <;on.c|uidc ihat 
** both thefe ordpr§ have been put in e^ecu- 

V tion this morning, I iipt for yoii tp r/e^eive 
** aJ)folutiQn." 

** The piety of your moft f^^red m;\jcfly 

*' (aniwered the ecclefiailic) is highly (;oii|- 

' <S mendable, and deferves the indulgence of the 

^* ho\y church in the moft unlimited degree. 

** Such 
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** Such things, to be fure, are in general crimw 
*^ nal 9 but particular circumftances may change 
*' their nature. Thcurgency of your majefty's 
^* aiFairs requires dlfpatch, and your honour 
** muft be vindicated. Thefe confiderations 
** are in themfelves of weight to authorize what ^ 
*^ c\k ought to be avoided. But there is ano- 
** ther reafon ftill ftronger, and which makes 
*^ the actions that hurt the tendernefs of your 
** confcience meritorious, inftead of rcprcheii- : 
** fible. Your enemy is an heretic, and thcre- 
** fore out of the protection of all laws human 
^^ and divine ; and thofe who refufed to affift f 
** you againft him, though not formally here- 
•* tics themfelves as yet-^ difcover by that re- 
^* fufal a kind of tendency that way, and 
** Ihould be prevented by wholefome chaftife* 
^* naent ; the firft duty of all true fons of the 
^* church being to extirpate herefy." 

Havini; quieted her majefty's confcience hy \* 
this pious diftinfliou, he proceeded to the c&- 
reimony of giving her abfolution, which he per- 
formed with a folemnity and parade equally' 
impious and ridiculous on fuch an occafion. ., ' 

When this important affair was finiihed, . 
addreffing his penitent with a look of joy, ** I 
«* have the happinefs (faid he) to congratulate 
•* your majcfty on the higheft honour which 
** can be obtained in this world. Our moft 
** holy father, in token of his approbation of 
*• your zeal for the glory of the church, has ■> 
** thought proper to grant yjou an addition to 
•* your titles, which gives you tfce pre-emi- 
" nence over all the potentates on earth j and 
♦' has bleffed me with the office of impofiog k t 
** in his name, whenever youim2L\^&^ ^^^^^^ , 
H 6 ^^A» 
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** to appoint a time for the glorious ceremonies 
'** which his wifdom has infticuted for ihatpur- 
**pofe." 

,** I have a Juft fenfe of his holinefs's favour, 
** (anfvvered (he) and {hall be glad to receive 
^* it in the proper manner as foon as poffible^ 
** as my whole foul is implicitly devoted to 
•** the ceremonies of our divine religion.** 

♦* To- morrow then (faidhe) will I perform the 
^' facrcd office of this fecond baptifm, and give 
** you a title thatihall be expreffiveof the regard 
•* you fo nobly fhew at this time for the ad- 
•• vanccment of the faith j for which purpofe I 
•* will go direflly and give orders for adorning 
** the great church with all the precious and 
*^ coflly images, and relics of the faints and 
** angels, who will look down with pleafure 
•* to behold your majefty raifed to a degree of 
•* honour fuperior even to their own. You 
^* will pleaf^ to command all the great officijprs 
•* of your court to attend, that nothing may 
** be wanting to make the ceremony truly 
•* grand." 

While her majefty was preparing for this 
great affair, my curiofity prompted me to fee 
now her royal confort difpofed of his time* 
As foon as the council was broken up, in 
which he made the important iigixre that 
has been related, hehaftenedto his own particular 
apartments, where, throwing ofF the mockery 
of royalty with which he was encumbered, be 
fat down with fome of his moft intimate ^fa- 
vourites, to drown the cares of ftate in wine. 

The converfation was fuited to the occa- 
fion. " For my part (faid the foverelgn, fiHing 
^* J>is rutnmerj I cannot conceive what plea- 

** fare 
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,** fure thofc people find in politics, and wars, 
^' and fuch like turbulent perplexing matters. 
** I never think of the former, that they do not 
^' make my head ake ; though the truth is, her 
** majefty, for the moft part, faves me that 
" trouble. And then, for fighting] I blefs 
** my ftars I am no hero; nor, while I havp a 
*Vbottle of fuch wine as this before me, envy 
'* any of them their laurels.'* , 

** It would be happy for the world, {faid 
.** one of the company, while the fovereign 
** quaffed off" his bumper) if all princes were 
** of your majefty's way of thinking. The 
^* pleafures of life might then be enjoyed in 
** peace and fatisfadion.*'— This turned the 
diibourfe naturally on thofe pleafures, which 
.they all talked over with the greateft kecnnefs, 
till it was time to go to the opera, where hia 
majefly fcldom faiied to fpend the evening. 

•Ilis royal confort, elated at the thought of 
the mighty things which had been done for her 
that morning, and of the facred honour ihe 
.was to receivje next day, went thither alfo, to 
.indulge the happinefs of her heart j but hap- 
. pening in the courfe of the. entertainment to 
obferve that her hufband looked^with more than 
common earhefinefs at one of the female per- 
formers, flie gave orders to one of her officers 
to remove her that v^ry night out of her do- 
minions, without, permitting her hufband -to 
fee her,> not bearing that any other (hould in- 
terfere with her in the only advantage (he 
reaped from her marriage. 

iThe ceremony of the next day exceeded all 
defcnption. Eyeryioftanceof pomp, both fe- 
cular and xeligiousj which fupecftiuoxv ^tA n^.- 
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rity could fuggeft, was difplayed to ^ake the 
farce complete, without any regard to the danger 
of ofFending the Deity by Aich an hypocritical 
ptoftitution of rites appropriated to his fervice^ 
and many of them appointed by himfelf. 

But the joy of her moft pious majefty was 
foon damped. She had flattered herfdf, that 
the fcheme for poifoning her enemy was laid fo 
well, and committed to fuch trufty hands as to 
fee fafe from difappointment or detedioH. On 
«this her confcfTor built fo ftrongly that he re- 
folved to promife fome fignal and fpcedy in- 
ftance of fuccefs, as a divine ratification cf her 
new title. According^ly, in the oration with 
which he concluded the ceremony, he worked 
fcimfelf up into the appearance of prophetic 
^cnthufiafm, and ventured even to point out the 
Jeath of her enemy, as if by iipmediattj infpi- 
ration, defcribing his agoniesT in a rhetorical 
flourilb, and attributing his fate to the hand of 
Heaven, as a puniflbme^t for his rebellion 
againft his fovereign. /' 

The efFcA which this had upon the multi- 
tude is not to be expreiled. Prepai:ed by their 
'natural fuperftition to believe every thing their 
•priefts pleafed to tell tbem^ they looked for the 
inilant accomplilhment of this prediflion with 
fuch ftrong faith, that, had the expeded news 
arrived at that time, they wonld have received 
it implicitly as a miracle ; and moft probably 
-have fallen down and wodhipped their fove- 
reign, in whofe favour it would have appeared 
to have been wrought. 

But, unluckily for the poor prophet, juft as 
be had fini/hed his declamation, an account was 
gtccmi that the attemft upon the; king's life 
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bad mifcarried, and her moft pious majedy's 
privity to it t)een detected in the plaineft man- 
ner, (o as to TcAcSt an indelible difgrace upon 
her in the eyes of the world ; and that her ar- 
my, which was to have ravaged the territories 
of his friends, had been repulfed with great 
la{s, ai^ by a body of fuch inferior force as ito 
loolc like the immediate interpofition of Provi- 
dence. The con/equence of this may be eafi- 
iy conceived. The preacher was afhamed co 
Aew his face : the glorious title was stunned ici- 
to ridicule ; and her majefty was overwhekaed . 
with vexation at her diiappointment. 

As ibon as (he had recovered herfelf a litde, 
Aie iumn^oned her council again on this im- 
portant occafion. After long deliberation, it 
was at laft concluded to give up a confklerable 
part of the territories of fome of her moft faith- 
ful friends, to on^ of the powers cpnfeder ate 
with her in the war, to induce it to exert all 
it's force to opprefs an enemy ffom whom they 
met fuch unexpefled refiftance ; for, fo ftroAg 
was the hatred of her foul ag^inft him, that 
file would ruin herfelf rather than he &ould 
efcape ruin. As to thp charge of being con« 
oerned in the infajnous and horrid fcheme of 
poifoning him, (be afFe£led to treat it with 
contempt, a^ a groundlefs dander, to which 
file difdaified to make any anfwer. 

But the fanguine hopes (he built upon this 
sbftird expedient, which brought into her 
neighbourhood a rival infinitely mere danger- 
ous than the one whom (he wanted to deftroy, 
were foon overthrown. Her exprefet wefe 
icarce difpatched, when flie received an ac- 
count of the death of her all^i ^^'Q^^ nj^^ 
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. affiftance (he depended j and from whofe fuc- 
ceflor ihe had juft reaion to apprehend even 
\¥or(e than thediiappoimment o^ her hopes, as 
his avowed attachment to her enemy had en- 
. gaged her in intrigues againil his life aJfo, . 
which he had difcovercd, and would now moft 
probably Ihew his refentment of,,by turning 
bis forces againfl her. 

This event difconccrted all her fchemes, 
. and (hewed her that the rwn of her enemy, . 
which (he had purfued with= fucb* inveteracy, 
and flattered herfelf with 4he thought of being 
fo near, was now removed farther oiF than 
, ever,, if not abfolutely out of her power to ac- 
€bmpli(hi. How«very the blind implacability, 
of her foul was not to be convinced. She re- 
folved to double all her eiForts ; (he ordered 
• every fubjed in her dominions to take arms ; . 
and laflly propofed to the prokSkd enemies -of 
her faith, to (bare with her the conqueft which 
they (hould aflift her to make in a war, alledg- 
ed to have been undertaken on a religious me- 
tive, facriftcing every obligation, human and 
divine> to an impotent defire of revenge ; and 
thus concluded a' day hallowed in the annals 
of her reign,- by the reception of her iacrod 
title.. 

Such fcenes were too (hocking to be dwelt 
on. I refojved to leave that court diredl}»; 
; and took the opportunity of travelling with a. 
courier whom her facreXmajefty fei)t to one of 
■ her allies, that I might take a view of that 
.part of his dominions in which he reiidcd at 
:that time,, and loarn fomething of the man- 
-ners^f the people with whom I was yet unac* 
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CHAP. in. 

More happy effeSfs of greatrufs j with a nfW way 
of punift>ing difobedience^ and making the moji 
of powtr^ 

r 

TH E courier bad fcarce entered the terri- 
tories of the prince to whom he was feat, 
when he was feized by a band of free-booter»9 
who> without any regard to his charaAer9 
dragged him away to their chief. It was kte 
when he fell i^to their hands ; and as they bad 
^prowled to a confiderable diftance from hooaiey 
they concluded to ftop at their own place of 
habitation till morning. r 

Nothing could equal the brutal bebaviote 
of thefe favages, but their worfe than brutsl 
infolence, and the mifery in which they livetf. 
They threw their, captive into the corner of a 
hovel, in which the leader of the gang dwek) 
among their fwine and cows ; the ^ft place in 
the hut^ if any could be called by that titkr, 
being referved for their horfes, who fared in 
every refpe<9: better than their mafters ; and 
then, devouring a mefs of food which any hu- 
man creatures, not Tmrnediatlely impelled by fa- 
mine, would have turned from with loathing, 
lay down to deep upon an heap of ftraw, all 
mixed together, without any regard to decen- 
cy or difference of fex, where they fnored till 
next morning ; when they arofe as foon as 'it 
was light, and licking up what their do%& K^^d. 
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left of their over-nighfs fare, hurried their cap* 
live away to their lord. 

Wherh they arrived at his caftle they met him 
going to his ftables, and, falling on their knees 
in the wet and mire with which the whole 
place was plentifully covered, informed him 
of their fwccefs. The courier, without waiting 
for his lordffaip's making them any reply, ad- 
drefled him boldly, and, telling what h^ was, 
complained heavily of the outrage he had fuf- 
fered, and demanikd to be fet immediately at 
.liberty, to puriiie hisjoumey^as he waftchacged 
vWitfadifpatchei Qf'tbe.utm<lft.importanscto.his 
dbveieigo. The ain of- freedom^ with whitfh'iie 
dj»6ke «offcnddd rthe tpriderof :ffae«Qigh«^ hirdbs 
ftiit jiiSddignitjr vas^finick:iatcbyithis bftriwaonl 
JnaiiniiMiecitfaat kcidki skatctiiiBk !ptapn .ip 
imstTf .% The WQuU not Amt btitiramia wmn 
fufped that he paid oMiesiCB tto Bxiytpaumt 
itpofiitticth. '^^ TAe rhttioe lAntiiblvsy i^aid 
f^'he, imtbout deigning .to ioaktt him);aiiri 
^'.tHuoiw J)im iiiitottbe dttnttoo* HlliahRftifis 
«*<'(bini ffor has inioleiice. My .{amoAgn I A 
^ n Mifnm iowtts no tfoycf eign»^ T«liQn turtiing 
jto fais,peo|ile9 iwho .fiill continued luseeltDg^ 
^ What mQre have you brought .me? (faid bet) 
f^^ I fent >you .word that I was going to at- 
'^^tend the great convention of tbc -ftates^ and 
•^ wanted money/* 

To this terrible fpeech the principal of the 
(gang anfwered, that they had no money them- 
tlelves, nor were able to get any, diough the^ 
had fcoured the whole country in fearch of it. 
^^ Villains ! dogs ! (exclaimed his lord, flying 
-^^ at the poor trembling wretch, and beating 
^' him unmercifully with his faorfc-whip) Tell 

" me 
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•* me not that you have no money. You anuft 
*^ find it for me, or Til fell yourfelvcs, your 
*^ wives and children, for flaves. Be gone ; 
** and either bring me money to-morrow morii- 
** ing, or every female in your faipiliea. V\l 
** nvake you know that I will be obeyed/' 

1'he wretches went away without daring to 
expoflulate, while their, potent lord flrutteld dflF» 
fwollen with the thought of having fo many of 
his feilowcreatjures fubje& to his pleaiure. . 

As foon ,^8 he entered his caftle> he orderjid 
the courier to be bro.ught.before.htm a^ain* ^pcl 
.having reprimanded htqi feyerely.for be}^ing 
with fuch iniblence to. a perfpii of bis iippprt* 
^n^y difmiiSbd him,,now.that.)ii.8 oyvn t^hr 
lintpVH^m he i^eant to ^ri}ffi a Urfpff W.^ 
4wtt^. iSyft^ thing tbojithim Vai >|i <il|j|i- 
r^^n- '^ii tqaftj^y V(t}|ch .his own f!^^ 
ttioiight one 0/ the £antl<ft palacy in toe 
wofln, wai aiflieaiii lncQmixu>4ipuf^ WMif- 
jK^ent^ ftrorig place ; tl\e iurriiture, foipepf it 
/iciu '^ut qlo^ aukward^ and ill-fuite^ s^d 
qioft qf the lefTer copven^nces pf life utteijy 
wanting; and (lere was this petty tyrant ferKcd 
with g. parade and oftentation^ which were a 
iev^re though juft ridicule ujpon the pomp %i>d 
vanity of ftate. 

There was fomething fo new to me in t})if 
fcene, that I refolved to purfue it farther, I 
therefore quitted the courier for the comp^gy 
of this nobleman^ with whom I faw I fhoviM 
have an opportunity of travelling to the court, 
when he Ihould go to the convention of the 
fiates, in equipping his horfes, for which grand 
dccafion he fpent the reft of the day *, for on 
them was all his pride difplayed* 
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The next morning produced a fcene that war 
a difgrace to the human name. His wretched 
vafTals, in obedience to his dread command«^ 
came with all their mothers, fifters, wives, and 
daughters, for he had made no exception of age 
or infirmity, driven before them like a herd of 
cattle to the market. They alfo brought all 
their worldly fubfiance, confiding of the 
wretched utenfils of their houfes, their imple- 
ments of husbandry, and their cattle, to give 
in the place of their women, if their lord would 
be gracioufiy pleafed to accept of the exchange, 
and let them ftarve together. 

The cries of the females^ and the diftrefs 
painted in the faces of the men,, for they did 
not dare to complain,^ are not to be expreiled % 
but neither made any impreffion on their lord^. 
whofe noble heart was above the vulgar weak^ 
nefles of humanity. *<So ! (faidhe fternly) tlien< 
^ you have dared todifobeymycomdiandst ^lid 
•* not brought me the money ?'* 

^^MigHty lord! (^wered an, ecclefiafticy 
*' who lud ventured 'to come as- their intxrcdf* 
** for) they have obeyed'your commands as far 
^* as was in their power, and brought all their 
*' women ; but money it was impoffible for 
•• them to bring. The armies, which have 
*' marched fo often through the country of 
** late, have plundered them of every thing 
** which they might fell to raife money for your 
** ufe 5 nor do travellers venture to carry any 
*^ thing valuable with them in fuch dangerous 
^^ i*. les ; fo that they cannot obtain any that 
** way neither. Have compaffion therefore on 
** their diflrefs, and tear not from them their 
^* families, the orJy comfort, which they enjoy 
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'•* in life. They have brought all their poor 
** fubftance." 

'While the prieft was making this pathetic 
addrefs, the lord was viewing his. property, and 
bargaining for them with Tome Jewilh flave- 
merchants, whom he had fummoned on the 
occafion, and who are always ready to purchafe 
fuch unhappy creatures, to fell again to the 
Turks. *' It is in vain for you to fpeak (faid 
" he, when he had concluded his bargain) 
** whatever I command (hall b^ done ; and 
** fince they have negleftcd to provide money, 
** their women fliall go. This will teach them 
** to be more diligent another time. They 
** mind nothing now but dallying with their 
** wives ; but they^ll do better when they are 

*f gone." Saying this, he made a fignal to 

the Jews, who drew out the number they had 
bought, and paying down their price, drove 
them away, without the leaft regard to their 
cries and diftrefs at this violation of all the 
tendereft ties of nature. 

The horror I felt at this abominable tyran- 
ny is not to be expreffed ; nor the gratitude 
with which I offered up my thanks to Heaven^ 
for the ineftimable happinefs of living in a coun- 
try where I was fecure from fuch outrages 
againft the common rights of mankind. ** Too 
•* happy Britons ! (faid I to myfelf, in the over- 
'* flowing of my heart) did you but know your 
** own happinefs! You live under the protec- 
*• tion of laws ena£ted by yourfelves; under the 
** governnient of a prince Who exerts his pdP/lr 
** only in a6is cf benevolence and virtue ! " 
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CHAP. IV. 

Account of an uncommon kind of council p with 
ifs natural conclufton. 

Vr7HEN this important affair was finiflied, 
^^' the nobleman fet out for the convention 
of the ftates, with a numerous and grand reti- 
nue. The country through which he travelled 
bore every- where the fame appearance with bis 
own territories ; the vafials in the.moft abje£l 
flivery and wrctchednefs, and their tyrants in 
floveniy profufion, and auk ward fplendor. 

The convention to which the nobles were all 
at this time going, was one of the moft glaring 
inftances of human abfurdity. It was held in 
a large plain, where all thefe petty tyrants met 
on horfe-back, armed, and at the head of their 
vaflkls, under the fpecious pretext of delibera- 
ting on the public welfare; but how likely they 
were to promote it is fufEciently ob.vious : for if 
the voice of reafon is feldom heard with refpe£l 
in the bed regulated aflemblies, and among the 
moft civilized people, where every precaution 
which human prudence can fuggeft is taken, to 
prevent the animoAty infeperable from dif- 
ference of fentiment, from breaking out ioto a£bi 
of violence, what muft be cxpetSedfrom a num- 
ber of men like thefe, bred up. in lawlefs iofo- 
lence and outrage, and gathering together with* 
out a rule to diredl, or power to controul them, 
/7fepai'eil'toi'upport their ovyn opinions by force 

"^ whcnr 
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when arguments (hould fail, let them never be 
fo extravagant and unjuft ; what, I fay, muft 
be expe£l6d from fuch a meeting but tumult, 
confufion, and flaughtdr ? 

This eonfcquence was fo well known to their 
fovereigns, that, although they could not ab- 
rogate a cuftom hallowed by it's antiquity," 
whofe fanftion too often makes abfurdity vene- 
rable, and which owed it's rife to the moft bar- 
barous ignorance, they never would confent ta 
fo dangerous and inefFedual an expedient, ex- 
cept in times of public calamity, when their 
licentious fubjeds extorted fuch a conceflion 
from them ; for the right of convening them 
was entirely in. the fovercignj from whom the* 
fupreme power in it's utmoft latitude was tranf- 
ferred to the coiledive body of the nobles thc^ 
moment they met^ and for the time of their 
continuing together; which, however, was aU 
ways limited to.one day, to obviate their abu« 
fing their truft. 

Thby aflembled accordingly at fun^-rife, and 
feparating from: their attendants, who ftood 
around them at fome little diftance, waited for 
the arrival of theirfovereign, to^xplain tothem in. 
form^ the caufe of his fummoning them to meet* 
The time of their waiting was^fpent informing 
cabals, fomenting their mutual difcontents, 
and ftimulating. each other to fedition, by ag- 
gravating every exertion of the royal authority 
into^a breach of their priviledges, and an en* 
croachment on the liberty of the public ; in 
behalf of which they declaimed with as much< 
vehemence r as if they wererefolved to banifh 
tyranny from-^the face of the earthy and reftore 
all mankiadao^their original«e<^u&Ut^. 



count •f'rthe event to tbeiBiiiificir. TJhf fie^ 
fiire.with. which tbe'Uitier j[e^iy%d the ihock* 
ing detail was painful to humanity to behold* 
He made it be repeated to him over and over, 
that he might not lofe the minuteft circum<« 
fiance, and then went with the pleaiing news 
IP his maficr. 

The moment he came, into bis prefence,'^^ t 
^ congratulate your majefly (faid he^ with an 
** air of exultation) oji the event of the Con- 
*< vention. It has concluded properly in a 
^^ general broil, in which the greateft part of 
«( your enemies have met the fate they dc- 
« fcrved/' 

High as the triumph of the minifler was, he 
could not communicate his joy to his mafter, 
*^ It. is a melancholy cafe (anfwered the kin^, 
<* with a deep-drawn figh) that a fovereign,wh<> 
^* ought to be the father of his people, and flu- 
*^ dy only their happinefs, (hould have reafon 
^^ to bear Aich an horrid account with plea* 

**5 1 have often told your majefty, (replied 
f^ the minifter) that this injudicious tendernefs 
*< was the ruin of your affairs^ Had you let 
<< your enemy been taken off in the manner I 
♦* propofcd before the war broke out, you 
^< would have avoided all the misfortunes 
** which you have experienced fince* There 
5' is no being any thing by halves. A gr^at 
** man is above the reftrainta whi^h bind the 
f* prejudices of weaker people/' 

** Would to Heaven (returned the king) 

•* that I had never afpired to that wretched cha* 

** rafter. All the true happinefs of life was in 

^' m/poflcilion) and I was bkfled with a tafte tQ 

^ . " enjoy 
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** enjoy it; but I unhappily miftook the part 
^' nature had dpfigned me, aad afpiring at wh^t 
^ I could not be, fell from that W^hich I was." 
** Why will your majefty (interupted the 
** miniftcr, with, an accent of the moft engag- 
** ing tendernefs and fubmiffive expoftulation) 
♦** torture yourfelf with thefe vain refledions / 
** Every thing you have done was with the 
<' bed and greatefl dedgns ; and if fortune has 
<< hitherto frowned upon your attepipts, the 
*' fault lies not in ypu ; nor ihould you be diC* 
*< couraged by the difappointment. Pcrfever- 
^* ance conquers the greateft difficulties ; and 
*« one lucky event may yet put you in poflcf • 
*' don of all your hopes. At any rate, it is 
^' beneath you to retreat now. It would argiie 
<* a dejedlion more difgraceful than a thoufand 
*^ defeats. Refume your fpirits therefore, and 
** hope for the beft. You have many refourcdfj 
*' yet, before it can -be necefiary for you to 
^< fubmit to the difhonour of receiving peace 
^' from your infulting foe ; a foe whofe affairs 
<« have been often jn a much more defpeiate 
<^ ficuation than your's, till his refolution re^ 
♦* trieved them." 

** My dear baron ! (anfwered the king, 
** fomewhat encouraged by this fpecch) I leave 
*« every thing to you. I know your attach- 
" ment to my Intereft ; "I know your abilities, 
'^ and confide in them. Do you what you 
<* think beft; and may Heaven grant you fuc- 
«' cefs." ^ 
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CHAP. V. 

Mjflery of favour liifm. A remarkable inftanee of 
the art of making the moji of a misfortune. 

nr HERE was fomcthing in the abfolute 
*- afccndancy which this minifter evident- 
ly poflclFed over his fovereign, fo contradidtory 
to the natural reafon, and fpirited fenfibility^ 
^hich marked the looks of the latter, that xny 
Curiofity led me to take a view of both their 
charadters, that I might fee by what means it 
had been obtained. 

The prince was defcending faft into the vald 
of years. He looked dejcded, and melancbo-> 
]y had thrown over his whole appearance a veit 
of liftlefsnefs and diffidence, .iMtKife gloom ob« 
fcured the luftre of hti$ virtues. , > 

^orn to the foveirignty of dominions on 
whkh nature had beftowed her bleffirigs with 
a bourteous hand, the firft caies oPbis life had 
been exerted to improve thtm by every affift- 
ance of induftry and art. The fuccefs exceeded 
his mod fanguine hopes ; encouraged by his 
fmilef, genius raifed it's head in his court, and 
every finer art flourifhed in the funfhine of his 
favour. 

So fair a mornirg promifed the brighteft 
day ; but ambition loon overcaft it's radiance, 
and he forfeited thofe folid advantages, to grafp 
at this crown, more dazzling than his own to 
a fupcrficial view, but far lefs rich in every real 
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good, without being warned by the fate of hia 
lither, who bad ihip- wrecked his happinefs oa ^ 
the fame rock. 

Adorned with every virtue that dignifies hu-' 
inanity, he feemed defigned by Heaven to 
make his people happy ; but the eitcefs even of 
thefe virtues produced ttte contrary effe6l. He 
liad contraded an intimacy in his earliefl youth, 
when the tender mind receives the ftrongeftim- 
preflions, with his prefent minifter, who was 
placed in an honourable em ploymennt about hts 
perfon by the king his father* 

The iuperiority which a few years- advance 
gives in the beginning of life, generally im« 
l^rints a refpe£l difficult to be got over ever if- 
ter. This perfbn was blei&d with everv quali* 
fication which nature could beftow, to improve 
the advantages of his fituation ; nor wanted smU 
drefs and care to exert them in their utmoft 
force. He foonaOacbedithe infant fondnefaof 
his younff matter by every pleafiiK art, znA% 
as- his re^£ln beg9a> tm'wp^A itfen, attra%d 
the refpt^'of that aBo^ By difplajfiag his own 
, fuperiority iu the moft finking, though delicate 
light./ 

Tnjs talents and difpofition of the prince were 
ftcn as, in the general fenfe of the world, de« 
nominated him rather g09d than great ;. whereas 
thofe of his favourite, on the contrary,, were all 
of the other kind, and calculated to make a 
noife and figure in the hiehejft fcenes oMifc, 

In a good mind friendmip often arifes from 
the fame caufe which would have produced en- 
vy in one of a different caft. The prince ad- 
mired the dualities which he was confcious-he 
wanted bimfelf j.and as they were never oftetv- 
1 ^ ' \»Xxw^\ 
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Itittoufly (hewn in oppofition tohim, foon coit- 
4twe6 the. flrongcft cfteem for their ovvnitp 
and refolved to reap the benefit of thefp, by al- 
tsching him to his tntereft. * Th« other, wha 
Jbon few |he fuccefs of his hopes, omitted no- 
thing that could ^(xfliblv improve the influence 
he had acquired. He fiudied every turn of hfr 
temper, and read his inclination? as foon as' 
they arofe ; fo that he was able to anticipate 
his veiy wiffiies. 

But the principal thing that eftablifted his 
^fcendancy beyond a poffibility of being fup- 
[planted, was the perfonal attachment, u^faich 
he ihewed upon every occafion for his maffier, 
whofe pleafare appeared to be the only oUeA off 
ht» attention and regard ; and to Which he was: 
*etidy to facrifice the ftrongeft tics of nature. 
Of this he had -had the gooJ fortune to ^ive an 
early indance x)f fucfa a mctcire, as maAe 'reafoti 
and paflion equally join to conHnniiis empire 
0ver the princess heart. 

He had fallen }ii fovfc witli a mbft.beantfful 
amd acdomplrfhed yoimg^lady, heirefs to one of 
♦he Hchcft nobles of the kingdom, and was^a 
happy as to have his 4)afiion. not only retUnwtf 
by her, but alfo approved of by her father* 

In the overflowing of his heart, on this joy- 
ful occafion, he defcribed his intended bride in 
fuch rapturous terms to the prince, that he rai- 
fed his curiofity to fee her, when her charms 
made fuch an impreffion upon his heart, natur* 
ally fufceptible of every warm fenfation, that 
he could not refrain from gazing at her with 
an earneftnefs too plain to be mifunderftood,^ 
though refpe£l reftrained them from feeming to 
UJcc notice of it* Isiatteutive to the confe^ 
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peated his vifits fo>freqtie*it)yy that the lowers 
took the alarm, end flle feigned ftcknefs, to 
waive an honour which began to give thena 
pain. 

The manner In whidi he informed the prince 
of her illnefi^ opened hi8^)ijp*e6f to -thojfi^re of 
it. He took Ihe hih( tin ^>prc»p^r light*; ind, s^ 
he had never had any particufar dcfigtiin mCtth 
ing her, fouild jno difficulty in refolvitig C^^ 
'lio more. But it was eafier to form than keep 

(fuch -tL refbiution. Her beauty had taken 
too ftrong poiTeffion of hta heart to .be fo eaii- 
ly expelled, and he w4s aAu^lly in 4ove,'2wlt}t* 
out having fuijpefled any fucJh tkiflg. -*^'' ' 
As refped had made the favour !te <HnicedI 
Jtrs fears, (6 delicacy kept the prince (n filencfe 

Uilfo. He fefcdved -to fubdue hi« paffion, hovv^- 
ever difficult the attempt; nor would feem to 

"imderftaiHi a itifprcion that implied, a doubt df 
his generorfky. But his bdiaviour foon be- 

•frayed the cenfliA in *«bis 4n'eaft« He grew me- 

lan^oly, fought fetiremont, and particularly 

'tvdi^d fbe company of iiis favourite, whcrfe 

'happinefs, thotigh he would not obftrud^ h% 
could not think of, without pain. 

The other immediately perceived the crifi- 
calnefs of his fituatton, ^nd was in the hightfft 
diftrefs how to aft between love and ambi- 
tion ; for he too plainly faw that one muft'be 

• Sacrificed j to.fecure the other. While he wis 
in this fufpence, an unexpefted event decided 
the difficulty. 

The king, whofe age had not cooled his pstf- 

T (fxon, happened one day to fpeak warmly in 
^aifc of the young lady's beauty ^ bee Iqv«c^ 

-^ 1 i^ h^^Ik^ 
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ibe nccedary to iUve mppevrances. Hie went ta 
*iier, therefore, dire£ily, when he left the prince, 
rand putting on an air of the deepeft diftrefs, on 
her inquiring tenderly what ailed him, burft in- 
:to a flood of tears, and turned from her y the 
regret which he really felt at the thought df 
ilofing her aififting hi8 delign. 

Struck with fuch ftrange behaviour^ (he ca- 
•gerly afked him what could be the matter t 
when, looking wifhfullv in her face for ibme 
moments, *^ O Louifa f (faid he) muft I lofe 
♦' you ? Why have I not power to fupport my 
^' rightagainftthe lawlefsinvafionsof tyranny ?*** 

*^ Good Heaven ! (exclaimed ihc, terrified 
*' and amazed) What can you mean ? What 
*^ tyrant invades your right? Or, whoihould 
**' take me from you-?** 

'* And have you not heard of it then ? (faid 
^' he) Has not the mandate yet arrived, that is 
** to tear you for ever from my arms ? Give 
' '* orders to be denied to every one, even to the 
^} king. Let tl>em fay you are fick^ confined 
** to your bed j or any thing, to prevent your 
" being fcen. I muft leave you now ; but I 
<' will return, privately, in half an hour, when 
^^ it will be dark, and unfold the whole of our 
^< misfortunes to you.''— ——Saying this, he left 
hef abruptly, with all the appearance of dif* 
iradion and defpair. 

The aftoniChment and terror with which this 
firuck .the lady, may be eafily conceived. 
She inflantly gave the orders he defircd, and 
withdrew to her chamber, where fiie waited 
for his return, with the moft anxious impa- 
tience. At length he came ; and, being admit- 
7i94 with every alarming circuraftance of cau« 
J , . tioa 
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*tion apd fear, aft^r fome moft paffionate exclsu- 
miation's at the fcvcfky of his fete, he acquaint- 
ed her of the king's having unhappily taken a 
'liking to her > the confequencc of which was^ 
that ne would certainly enjoy ber either by pcr- 
fuafion or force. 

The character of the king made fuch a ftory 
too .probable, efpeclally as a woman wants but 
little proof of the power of her beauty. She 
ieemed aftoriifhed at the news, and expr^iTed 
the ftrongeft concern^ but vanity gliiTeneil 
"through her grief, and the many and particu- 
lar queftions which flie afked betrayed a levi- 
ty at lead, which leiTened her in her lover'9 
eyes. 

As foon as Ihe had recovered herfelf, hbw- 
jEver, from the firft emotions of her furprizei, 
fhe afked if there was no way of efcaping fucb 
a misfortune .^ and even proppfed an immediate 
inairiage to prevent it; but he replied, tha.t 
fuch a ra(h expedient would only provoke ihp 
king's refentment to his ruin, without being 
any protection to her, as he had (hewed pa* 
many occafions, that he made light even of 
that facred tie, whea it ♦interfered with, his pleai* . 
fares. 

When he had let her dwell upon herfearj^^ 
for fome time, which he ftill heightened by» 
newcircumftances of danger, from the capri^ 
cious and cruel tepiper of the king, wboijpr 
fatal effeSs, the 6bj.e§fcs he was one moj- 
ment fondeft, of often feit the next, the lea^i 
violent of Whiiih Was- to' be immured for life iij. 
a convent, he at length anfwered to her re« 
jjeated intreaties of devifiag fome way for hef 
^to <s£:9pe f uch^ a misfortune; that he*knew but 
1 6l ^\ 
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of one which would prevent the king's deGgfi)!; 
but at the fame time would be equaliy dqltruc- 
tivc to his own hopes. / 

*^ O name it! (faid (he eagerly, terrified to 
*' death at the thought of a convent) Name any 
'•* thing that will favc mc from him; and Hea- 
y ven will inipire us with fome means for ac- 
** quiring every thing elfe afterwards." , 

** The prince (anfvvered he with a figh) the 
** prince alone can fave you from him." 

*• Why do you hefitate then to apply to hirti ? 
<* (interrupted (be eagerly} his frlenqfliip) his 
** goodiiefs will do any thing." 

" Say rather his love j (replied he) for that 
^ alone can do it." 

■ » . " His love ! I underftaad you not/*" ' 

— — *' Nothing but the Jove of the Ibh can 
•« fave you from that of the father.. You muft 
«* inftantly refolve, therefore, which you will 
•* accept of. The king wafles no time in 
*' courtfliip. He will apply direflly to youp 
** father, and tempt his ambition with- fome 
** gilded bait ; or, if that ihould not prevail,. 
«* what fubjeft can refift a monarch's power I 
*< The miniders of his pleafures may bt this 
** moment at the gate." 

^VDircfl me Heaven! Is there no other 
y way, no other method of avoiding this drea4r 
•* ful alternative ? Befide> the ppince^— he has 
•* never declared. What {hall I, can I do ? 
'«< No ! I will die firft. Let us this iaftant &y 
•^ this hated place. It were better to live in a 
^< defert, than under fubje^iion to fuch tyran- 
•* ny." 

-^— - ** O.my Louifa I it were happinefs to 
4* live any where with you i but, alas ! whither 

«♦ tbuld 
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, ^ could* wc fly to efcapehis power ? We fhould 
^ only heap tenfold ruin on our heads by fuch 
•* an attempt. No ! fince I cannot be bleflid 

. "'with-jfon royftlf, let meconfult your happi- 
^^nefe. The prince loves you, paiEonately 
'^ loves y.ou. f; His eyes, hisiwhole behaviour 
^ has long fince declared it. He is generous, 
^ tender, and conftant ; and vtrith him I ihM 
** at leaft have the confolation of feeing yoi* 
•' happy : cpnfider the difference between being 
^ dragged . away by violence to the loathfome 
^^ bed of an old imperious tyrant, the beft re- 
^' leafe to be expe(Eted from which is to be 
•* locked up for ever in a convent ; and yield- 
*^ ing to a young and amiable prince, whofe 
•' heart doats on you.*'—— -Then feeing that 
her refolution began to waver, *' I will go 
'^ (continued he) this inftant, and refign my 
*^ pretenfiona to him ; and make him believe 
•* that I facrifice to his favour what is the cf- 
'* feft of irrefiftible neceility ; for he kndws 
** not of his father's intentions. Do you, O 
<< liouifa ! imitate my example, and appearing 
^' ignorant of our misfortune, yield as if frqpi 
** inclination. It will enhance the favour, 
•* and eftablifli his love on the folid bafis of 
^* efteem. I'll go this inftant and fend him 
** to you. A moment's paufe for thought 
** would lead me into madnefs and defpair* 
*^ Take care to be denied by every-one but 
" him.*' 

The fituation in which he left her is hard 
to be defcribed. Her love for the baron, her 
principles of honour and virtue; all refifted the 
complying with the prince ; but, on the oppo- 

^ fitehondj there was no other way of efcaping 
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from h!s father ; and the baron's makiiig the 
propofal raifed a refeptonent that almoft bal- 
lanced her paffion for him ', for file would have 
had him meet ruin rather Chan thifik of partii^g 

. with her. 

In this diftrefs, Ihe formed a thouTand. dif- 
ferent refohitions -, but was ftill uiirerolved till 
the arrival of the prince decided the conflict;; 
when the relu6lance wit)i which fhe yielded 
confirmed him in the opinion of her love for 
the baron, and confcquently of the grcatnefs of 
the facrifice he had made to him, to prevent 
the leflening the merit of which, by a difco- 1 
very of the motive, the latter took cafe to niake 

. tl^p prince's amour inunediately public > ^b^^ 
prisvented the king's taking any farther notice 
of her. 

This affair, virhich in the beginning threat- 
ened to ruin the baron in the princess favour, 
by this prudent management fecured it to hipi 
for ever. He thought it impoi&ble that a man*, 
who had made fuch a facrifice to him, Oiould 
hot be as faithftil to his intereft in eVei^y in-^ 
ftance ; and the king, his father, 'ioon after 
dying, he refigned the reins of 'government 
abfolutely into his hands,. 
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CHAR vir. 

Myfiery of favkritifm conclttiei. The nectjpirf 

iffelfs of ridtcuU. Minijierial ufe of unlt^ 

mited power ; with the natutal confrquenci if 
ill-placed cBnfidence^ 

'T* H E firft ufe whkb thfe new minifbr 
^ made of his pawcr was, to traverfe the 
meafures, and remove all the minifters of the 
iate king* To reconcile his mafter to a ftep 
io contrary to the natural mildnefs ajadbene- 
volence of. bis temper,, he had long taken every 
occafion to decry the underftanding of the late 
king, and turn, all his ways into ridicule. 
£very man has peculiarities which will not be^r 
to be ihewn feparately, and in an unfavourable 
light. Not confidering that be was guilty of 
many, equally inconfiftent, and reprehenfible^ 
the young king bad tnfendbly accuftomed him- 
£elf to find fault with, and deride the oddities 
and foibles of his father,^ ^bich bis favourite 
was never w^ry of difplaying in the moft lu* 
dicrous light* 

The fting of ridicule is always poifoned* 
7'hough the wound it marks is at firft fo flight 
as even to be overlooked, the deadly venom 
foon fpreads through the whole body, and in- 
^&!i the moft dtflant parts. From laughing at 
the late king's foibles, the tranficion'was eafy 
to hold his moft ferious meafuresJn contempt* 
He that was a fool in one thing, could not 
be wife in any^ nor were the fcrv^ots, who 
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could proftitute themfelves fo far as to mU 
Xiifier his to folly, worthy of truft.from a wilCf 
ma/ler. 

The court immediately aiTumed a new ap- 
pearance. Every office of honour and profit was 
•fitted with the mihifter's creatures ;. while the 
.kir.g, who faw only with his favourite's eyes, 
looked fo coldly on all who difdained to eoter 
themftlves into that ignominious lifi, that they 
forebore coming into his prefence, where they 
"wer» fore of being ihfulted by thofe whom but 
a little before they wmild have fcorned cveirto 
fpeak to ; and left him invironed with a mer- 
cenary band, joined by their common intereft 
in a confederacy, to keep honour, truth, and 
juftice at a diftance from the throne.. 

In the mean time, the miniffer was not ata« 
lofo bow to maintain the influence he had ac- 
quired. He flattered the king's tafte for plea- 
Aire and magnificence^ and diverted his attcn^ 
tion from everything that looked likie bufinefs;^ 
einbarrafimg with innumerable difliculties every 
motion which he did not immediately fuggeft 
himfelf ; while he contrived fo, 'as that all his 
own fchemes met the readied fuccefs. 

The importance which this management gave 
bim, with a prince naturally indolent and vo- 
luptious, is obvioiis. Sure^ to be gratified in 
every thing he liked, he thought himfelf . happy 
in having one upon whom he couM fo entireiy 
depend, to eafe him of the cares and fatigues 
of government. Not that his minifler prefumed 
tD obtrude his opinions dire£lly, or fecm to 
diflate to- his matter ; on the contrary, he in- 
' finuated his fentimtnts with fuch delicacy-and 
:9ddrcf$y that the king mifiook them for bis 

own> 
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o^n, and imagined he governed the man who 
6iu&cd his very thoughts. 

But this happinefs was far from being folid* 
The aiFe£Uons of the nobles, who were the 
real ornaments aitd fupport of the throne, were 
alienated from ttieir fovereign, by a partiality 
equally injudicious, and difgraceful; and the 
people^ who faw the taxes under which they 
groaned, and which were more than they were 
able to bear, laVifhed upon an infolent favourite 
and his greedy f6llowers,' fwelled with difcoh- 
tent and indignation, which threatened to burft 
in a ftorm that ibould (hake the throne ; while 
the minifter, as if he waa impatient for his fate^ 
rlived in a magnificence that exceeded even that 
of his fovereign, and was an infult to their . 
jniftry. 

. Nor did he ftop here* Scorning to have the 

cflfeds of his power confined within his mafler'a 

/dominionst he madlv invbtved bimftlf in tbc 

(jntrfguf 8 of the heignbouring princes, and ej>» 

^red unprepared into a war m which he Jiad 

00 concern. ' The confequence was what Tea- 

•'ion might; have forefeen. * His fovereign was 

; driven from hts capital, his country was ki4 

wafte, his cities plundered; his palaces, on 

which he had expended fo much care and coft, 

Spoiled, of all their magnificence and riches, 

and his fubjedis compelled to ferve in the ar* 

.mies of his enemies ; and, to compleat his mif« 

fortunes, his reception from thofe to whom he 

'fled fair i^fuge, cold ai>d infolent to fuch a de* 

gree as gave him too juft reafon to apprehexid 

their proceeding to adual rebellion, and tear* 

in^ the crown from his hcad« Yet amid all 

this ruinV though evidently the confec^u^ctf:^ ^^• 
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4iis favourite's counfels, the latter Atll preferved 
his afcendancy by the fame flaftterv which firft 
acquired it, and made him perfin in hi^ wild 
fchemes, chuiing that he ihould plunge into 
the gulph to the brink of which hi! had brought 
him, rather than enter into meafures of aceom'* 
modation, in the courfe of which His eyes nftight 
be opened, and his indignation raifed to deliver 
himfelf from fuch a ftate of flavery, and take 
the reins of government out of fudh unworthy 
iiands. 

** Unhappy is the people f faid I to myfelf, 
*<( (hocked at fo grofs an infetaation) whofe 
<** king is governed by a favourite ! Unhappy 
•« is the king who lets another ftatiSlietwcen 
»* him and bis-people ; who'fes not^with hi*i 
** own eyes, nor is able to redrefs their. grie^ 
*< ances, and reward thehr merits froni his own 
^« experience 5 but, befieged by a fet-of fycd- 
^•ptmnts whofe aim ie to deceive' hiixi) fe ke^ 
^'in a fiateof darknefs and delulioi^, tillhe ji 
i*< ^#oke'froih his dream of happifieTs ^ ihm 
^ ftroke of rum.** 

I tiUM ^iveited froin ihde refleStioni Vy (Ik 
•entrance of the minifter tofcisfoVereign. " 'I 
••' congratulate your majefty (faid he, with ah 
«' 3ir of exukation^ on the moft fortunate event 
** that could have happened. The king t>f 
•* Spain has at length declared for oUr allies, 
•** The wealth and power of that mighty king* 
-** dom will overwhelm thofc haughty lilanders, 
*' and oblige them to withhold theaffiftance 
^* which has hitherto fupported the enemy ; fo 
** that you are now delivered from the dif- 
*« graceful neccffity of accepting tcrnis from 
^*/iim/' - 

*« la 
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** Is it poffible (anfwercd the king) that h^ 
^^ can have been preyatiled lipon to break ^ 
^* neutrality which has been To advantageous 
** to him/ Who has been able to nwke hin\ 
^' take fuch a ftep ? Or what mofeives can have 
<< urged him to intrude bim&If, as I may fay^ 
<^ into a war in which he.may lofe qiuch, ancj 
♦* cangain nothing ? '* ■ ..' 

, ** Tiic motives, replied the minifter, whlchr 
** (bould "influence every fovercign. A gene- 
*' rous indignation to fee the different branches 
^\ of his own family oppreiTed ; and a prudent 
«*^rare to ftep ^ progpefeof their enemies in 
** time, before, their power fliould become fo 
** great as to* be dangerous to all their neigh- 
*• bours. All will go no,w as we wi(h. Yojur 
•^ majefty's enemies will be ilumbkd m the 
♦* duft; and you will return to your capital in 
** triumph, ftrengthenedty your•viao^ious'al- 
<^ li^s, .tofubdue this rebellious kingdom alfo. 
'*"and make rt hereditary in ybirrfemily. Vim 
'** your nraj^fty hcmeor -me with y oar pre fenc^ 
?' this evening, at an entertainment whfcb I 
*' dcfign on^ this happy occafion. Ihave fomc- 
•** thing to ftew you that -will give you plea* 
V fure. The painter and ftatuary whom I fent 
** to Italy are returned, and have brought fome 
^* of the moft curious and valuable remains of 
** antiquity in their feveral arts. There is one 
** in particular moft remarkably fine. It is a 
^* 0:atue of good/brtkney dedicated by Mariuson 
*' his laft triumphant return to Rome, froni 
** whence he had been driven by his enemies. 
^* I wa« juft looking at it when this account 
^* from Spain arrived, and own that 1 was af- 
^< feSed with fo ftriking a cirwrnft^tvct *' 



i88 THE REVERIE. 

*^ I wUh it may prove anbappy omen ;. (an* 
^* fwered the king, fomewhat elated at thenewss 
'* and ftill more pleafed with the account of the 
'* arrival of the painter and fiatuary) but we muf£ 
•* hope the beft. What is it oVlock ? Til gp 
^* dire6llv. I have a mind to fee your new 
^ acqtiiution, and afk thofe people fpme quef- 
•* tions about Herculaneum.** 

Such an infatuation was too grofs. I couU 
bear it no longer ; but turned away, lick ajfc; 
heart, from the mortifying fight. 



CHAP. vm. 

Thi fam Aangid. A national charaitir. Jn$» 
ibir great man. Curious account of an inn^ 
with an entgrtainmint of poHticalpuffu 

nrHE motives which the minifler bad %U 
^^ ledged for the king of Spain't entering 
into the war^ wore fucb an appearance of pltu- 
fibility) that I refolved to vifit bis court, that I 
might fee if all his meafures were conduced 
with equal prudence and fpirit. 
. I had fecn enough of the country in which 
I was, to fatisfy my curiofity ; nor did I defire 
to travel again through the fcenes of military 
gloiy, exhibited by thofe around it. I there* 
fore wijhed myfelf direAly into Spain, but at 
more diftance from the court, that I might 
have an opportunity of obferving the manners 
of the people, which, I apprehended, feldom 
appear in their genuine colours there. 

Th© 
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^he firft thing that ftruck me, on my arri- 
val, was th6 poverty in which the middle and 
lower ranks of the people lived. The real 
wants of nature are very few ; but the conve- 
niencies which human ingenuity has difcovered 
to make life more agreeable, (I fpeak not of 
the vitiated cravings of luxury) and which 
cuftom has made almofl: indifpenilbie, compre- 
hend a wider circle. Of thefe they were in a 
manner as utterly defiitute, as if they were 
incapable of the "arts which could procure 
them. ^ 

The compaffion, which fuch a date of 
wretchednefs mud naturally raife, was foon 
turned into contempt, when it appeared to 
proceed wholly from themfelves. The face of 
the country mewed that nature had mbft am- 
ply done her piart to make the inhabitants hap* 
py; but every afliftance of their own was want- 
ing : and after a long and profound peace, the 
defeats of idlenefs equalled the ravages of war 
in other countries. The lands were unculti- 
vated, the cities in ruins, and the people 
wretched. Yet amid all this, a pride pecu- 
liar to themfelves appeared in every word and 
a£lion, that made their mifery ridiculous ; but 
then at the fame time it alfo enabled them to 
bear it, by diverting their attention from their 
diftreiTes to their imaginary importance. They 
looked upon themfelves as fuperior to the reft 
of mankind ; and in confequence of this opi- 
nion fubmitted without repining to the fevereft 
wants, rather than debafe their dignity by the 
excicife of any induftry or art. 
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'While I was making thefe remarks, I bap« 
pened to take notice of two men, from whofe 
converfation I learned that they were going to 
court. They were Frenchmen, and by their 
equipage and drcfs appeared to be perfons of 
diAin£lion ; but I direcSlIy faw through their 
difguife, that they were ecclefiaftics of the or- 
der of the Jefuits, who concealed their charac- 
ter for a fpecial purpofe. My opinion of thofe 
religious rnade me attach myfelf to them with- 
out hefitation, as the beft guides I could pof- 
fibly have. 

When I joined them, they were entering 
the yard of an inn to which they had been di- 
reded as the beft in the town. At the door 
of it fat a man who appeared to be in the vi- 
gour of life, healthy, ftrong, and formed for 
any kind of exercife or labour. Though the 
day was uncommonly hot, he was wrapped 
clofe in his cloak, with one leg thrown carc- 
leffly over the other knee, and his elbow reft- 
ed on a heap of ftones, which feemed to have 
been piled up as a buctrefs to fupport the wall 
of the houfe, while he lolled back, loft in the 
contemplation of his own confequence. 

As the travellers advanced to the door, one 
of their fervants called aloud. The Don, 
without deigning to move a limb, or difcom- 
pofe the gravity of a fingle feature, having eyed 
him for iome time, vouchfafed to a(k him what 
he wanted. '' We want (anfwered the elder 
*' of the two gentlemen) fome body to take 
«* our horfes, and (hew us into the houfe." 

"Yonder is the ftable (replied the Spaniard, 
*' pointing to an hovel half of which was tum- 

'' bled 
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^.Med down and the reft ready to follow,) you 
*^ ^lay put your horfeg there, and by that time 
*5 the people of the boure may be at leifure to 
•* come to you." 

** At leUurc ! ^returned the gentleman im* 
•* patiently) is not this an inn ? " Then calling 
** again, an 014 woman half naked came out, 
f< and going to take his hoffips ^'What, woman, 
** (continued he, vexed at being kept broiling 
^' fo long in the heat) is there no other fervant 
** befide you ? Where is the mafter of the 
"houfe?" 

" Here I am (anfwered the Don, rifing dc- 
** liberately and adjufting his whifkers) wha^ 
>( is your bufmefs with me ? t fuppofe you do 
** norexpe^i.that I ihould wait upon you ?" 

** By no means, fir, (faid the other, who 
f* did not delire any altercation with fuch aa 
V adverfary.;) I only want to have fome of 
*< your fervants called." 

*' It is very well -, (anfwered the Hoft) the 
<* 'Woman will putyourhorfesio theftables and 
** you may follow me into the houfe." 

The travellers, who dire<Sily faw into their 
hofi's character, thought proper to accept his 
polite invitation ; and attended him into a room, 
the furniture of which confided of two or three 
broken ftools and an old table ; but the very 
wretghednefs of it. proved at this time a cour 
v^nience ; the cracks in the walls drawing an 
air on every; fide, flhat was the bed refrefhment 
they feemed likely %<> find in fuch a place* 

When they were feated, th^ .gentlemen 
tii.r;ied to their boft, who had not waited fpr ai^ 
invitation to fit down with then>y and a(ked 
l^im w.hat they could have for dinner. ^^Sir^ 
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<^ anfwered the other) the houfe is plentifulh^ 
** provided with every thing, as my wife wiil 
*« inform you when (he comes; 1 mind n6t 
<« thefe matters." Then flroaking down hti 
whifkers, with great folemnity, " Pray, gen- 
" ilcmen (continued he) what news is there? I 
«« hear the wrath of the king is kindted againft 
<< the Englifii ; and that he is determined to 
*< extirpate their whole nation j It is a glori- 
<^ ous refolution, and worthy of his power and 
•* magnanimity. I only wonder why he has 
*' fuflcred them upon the earth fo long." 

As he faid this, the miftrefs of the houfe 
entered ; and after the cuftomafy cant of being 
exhaufted by an extraordinary run of company 
of late, confefled that all her houfe afiorded 
was fome bacon and eggs. ^^ For, (faid (he) 
** this unlucky war has ruined us all. Wc 
^* ufed to have fi(h fit to entertain an Abbot, 
*< and flour that made bread white enough for 
^< the king's table ; but now we have nothing 
«< at all. They pretend indeed to comfort us^ 
<< with leave from the pope to eat fle(b ; but 
" they do not tell us where we (hall get 
« it. I wi(h thofe who advifed his majefty 
<< to this war, may be the firft who perifli in 
« it." 

*< Silence, woman, and mind your own af- 
<^ fairs ! (interrupted the hufband, with a tone 
*< of authority) how ihould you know any 
<^ thing of peace or war ? Leave thofe matters 
^^ to us, who underftand them." 

His wife obeyed the fovercign mandate with- 
out reply, and retired ; when he^ fwellinjg wkh 
double importance from fuch a triumph, 
<< When we have fubdued thefe Englifli (con- 
tinued 
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^inued he, addrcffing himfclf to hisguefts) *' we 
*Nhall be better fupplied with tho!e thing*, 
«^ and many others than ever. They will be 
** obliged to bring them to us as tribute, ndt 
<' for lale ; and to perform lor us all the fervile 
•' diffices of trade, which it would be a dKhd* 
^*;iiour to a Spaniard to defile his hands with. 
** Oar flaves in America work better than 
'■** when they had their liberty. Befide, they 
^^ are heretics ; and it is a iirt, as well as adrf* 
** grace, to be at peace with fuch. Our cii- 
^* rate preached us an excellent fermon to this 
*' efFeft, laft Sunday j when, among other 
^* things, he told us, that all the catholic 
<^ powers had at length agreed to join and rodt 
^ them out. It ,is a -glorious and a pious 
^' undertakings Since the holy wars there has 
** been nothing like it." 

As their fumptuous fare required not much 
time fior preparatibn, the entrance of it inter- 
rupted this magnanimous politician here, tt 
^hkh he feemed not better pieafed than the 
tr^ellers were with their entertainment. 

While they were refrcftil^^g themfelves « 
well as they could, I took the opportunity of 
going to fee the town, the inaibitants of which 
'l found mod exac^iy charaftarized by the inn- 
keeper and his wife; all thofe who applied. t6 
any kind of indaftry repining, like her, at the 
war; and the drones of fociety, who ftarve in 
idlenefs, vapouring with him of conqueft and 
glory. 
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CHAP. IX, 

JVJ)eeh within wheels. Certain great tranfaSlions 
deduced Jrom unfufpeBcd caujes-^ with the ad-- 
vantage of having two firings to a how, 

A S foon as the heat of the day was abated, 
*^ the travellers continued their journey, 
when the elder addrcffed himfelf to his coiib- 
panion, *' You Teemed furprifed (faid he) at 
•* the odd compofition of our hoft ; but a little 
** acquaintance with thefe people will make it 
** familiar to you. Pride and poverty arc the 
** charafteriftics of this nation, not only in his 
*' low fphere, but alfo in the very policy and 
•' government of it, in which they maintain a 
^* Itruggle that makes them juftly held in con- 
« tempt by the reft of the world/* 

** If that is the cafe, (anfwered the other J I 
*' am the lefs (iirprifed at their entering thus 
*• madly into a war, for which tbey appear to 
♦* be fo ill-provided ; though, I own, the cau- 
** tion with which they avoided it fo long gave 
*' me a better opinion of them j and I fhould 
«* be glad to know what motives induced them 
^' to alter a conduft which they feemed to un- 
** derftand the advantages of fo well." 
• " The meafures by which moft of the na- 
<* tions in the world are governed (replied the 
'* former) are fo inconfiftent not only with rea* 
'* fbn and jufticc, but even with themfelves, 
** each day producing a new fyftem contradic- 
** tory to the laft, lV\at 'jovi muft not expedi a 
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*' fatisfadlory account of them. As an inftance 
** of this, the motives of the Spaniards f^r cii- 
** terin^ into this war are bidoen, even from 
^* the perfons who thinic they are the authoirs 
*•• of it ; and who, unknown to them lei ves, 
*' are ferving a caufc ^hich they had rather 
" ruin." 

*' It may be neceflary to explain this to you. 
** The jealbufy which the power of our ord^r 
*^ has for fome time raHed in the very courts, 
•* whofe favour principally exalted it to that 
^^ power, has at lerfgth burft upon us in a 
•' ftorm, not to be refilled in Portugal, and 
*• threatened not much lefs in France. To 
•* avert this misfortune required the utmoHrad- 
*' drefs. Our influence in Spain, though ra- * 
*' ther in decline, is ftill confideraWcw This 
** wc obliquely propofed to the French mini- 
•' ftry, to exert in their behalf, to bring the ' 
^* Spaniards to affift them in a war under which 
** they were ready to fink, on condition of their 
** protedling us from any farther difturbance iii 
*• France ; which they accordingly have- prd- 
** mi fed. 

** The lure, which we held up to the Spa- 
** niards, to draw them into a meafare fo con- 
" trary to their intercft, was the<:i6wn of Pcir- 
** tugal. We know, by experience, that it 
*' was not poffible to make the court of Lifbon 
<' break with the Englilh. We therefore firft 
** inflamed the ambition of the Spanrfli mini- 
'* flry, by blazoning their king's claim to the 
*^ Portuguele throne in the fir ongeft colours | . 
" and perfuad'ng them tliat this was the pro- 
** per Opportunity for aflcrting it, when the 
^* hearts of the people were alvtti^XxA ^\^tR x^^i 
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*' fovereign by the difafters of his reign, and 
•* the Englifti To taken up wiih the wars in 
** which they were already engaged, that they 
** could afford him no protedtion, though he 
** was fo bigotted to their alliance, th^ he 
** would certainly give ti colcurable |:>retence 
** (or attacking him, by refufmg to eiier into 
** the confedeiacy againft thim. Ci^i Ichtme 
'* was fuccelsrul. The Spaniards, withftut 
" coi i\d< ring f« rthtr, broke with the l^^l (b, 
*• and v<! obtained the proteition, tor a time 
*' at leiifl, which we defircd in France. 

^^ But this was not our only motive for urg- 
*< ing this court to take thefe meafures. 7 he 
^< (hound we have received from Portugal is 
•* not to be forgiven, nor to be healed but by 
**. the ruin of that monarchy. If the Spaniards 
*< fhould be able to eftablifli the claim which 
*y we have fpirited them up to affert, our re- 
*\ venge will be amply gratified ; though could 
*^ we even forefee the contrary, that would make 
^^ no alteration in our meafures. The war it* 
*' felf, be the event what it will, muft in fome- 
** degree wreak our vengeance, and be of far- 
*' ther fervice to us, by diverting to other, ob- 
*^ je£ls an attention that boded unfavourably 
** to our hopes. 

** Weighty as thefe reafons were, we had 
** others ftill of greater importance, which we 
** purfued with a policy fo deep as to defy de- 
** te£lion. You know that the great objeil of 
*^ our attention has long been to eftablifli an 
** independency in fome part of the world. 
** A thorough knowledge of the prefent cir- 
** curnfiances of Europe convinced us, that we 
^* muA not think of fuch ai thing there. We 
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**" therefore naturally turned our eyes to Ame- 
** rica, where the weaknefs of the pofleffing 
** powers was a temptation as ftrong as the 
** riches and fertility of their poffeilions. By 
** both thefe the dominioris cf Portugal wer>3 
** fiom the beginning marked out for our at- 
** tempt ; to give fuccefs to which we have, 
*• for near half a century, been labouring t> 
*' make that crown break with England. In 
•• th t cafe, we fhould have immediately join- 
** ed with the latter, and, by giving them a 
*^ fhare of the fpoil, gained the affiftance of 
** their naval force, to execute our defigns. 
'* But the Portuguefe were too wary, and for 
** once underftood their own interefts too well 
** to go fo far, though we abfolutely led them, 
•• in many inftances, to aft in fuch a manner 
•' to the Englifti, as would have drawn the 
•* refentment of a people lefs prudent upon 
«* them, 

** Being difappointed iti this our firft fcheme^ 
•* all that remained for us to do was, to make 
** the like attempt upon the Spaniards, againft 
•* whom wc intended to turn the fame w^a* 
** pons at a proper time ; and doubt not but-, 
•* the help of the Englifli, wc (hall be able 
•*^ to accomplilh our defign of erefting an cm- 
•*• pire in fome part of their American domi- 
**^ nions, while they are purfuing the chimeric 
** cal claim we have fet them upon here, ind 
^^ wreaking our revenge upon Portugal. As 
•* to the equity of thefe meafures, thait never 
" comes into queftion till after the event. If 
** they are fuccefsful, no one will deny it ; if 
'* not, they will be condemned, though dic- 
" tated by the voice of Heaven. Thus you fee 
K 3 '•^ -^^^v 
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** that, at any rate, the war muft anfwer fome% 
** of our purpofes, at the fame tiixie that w« 
** do not appear to be io the Icaft concerned 
"Jn.it.*' 

" 1 am much obliged to you for this ac- 
•* count, (faid the yoiing<»r) which TufficientJy. 
** explains the motives of your engaging u ^ 
*\ warmly in matters apparently fo little in(e-_ 
^* reding to you. I (houid be glad alfo to know 
*' by what arguments you can have perfuadid , 
*'.the court of Spain into meafures evidently . 
*' contrary to their intereft. Tfec voice of ih* 
•* people, who feldom judge wrong, is loud 
*^againft the war.'* ^ 

** Gold, my friend I (anfwere<i the other) 
*^ Gold, the great perfualive of the world, was 
•* the argunient we made ufe of. This was 
** the weight whichJet the main fpringof the . 
** machine in motion. The fpecious pretexts 
•V indeed that covered it were prudence and,, 
*^ honour, which a prdpei; application to -their [ 
^y natural vanity made the croud receive. with* 
^^^ out examination ; not to opiit .religious pre- 
^^ judice, that abfolute tyrant of wef|k minds. 

^' We perfuaded them, that it was acdoK)- 
« gation frorQ their honour to fee a princei^fo ^ 
^^ nearly allied to their mighty monarch as 'the 
«^^ king of France, diftfiefled in fuch.a manner ; 
*< that his conquerors, if not ftopped in time, ^ 
*' would fall upon them next ; and that it was 
** ferving the caufe of God, to attack heretics. 
** By thefe v;irious arguments we have gained 
**. our great point pf making them break with 
*' the Englilh i but our trouble ended not there. 
^^ It will require equal addrefs, and infinitely 
*• morie pains, to keep up their fpirits, and pre- 

*V.v.cnt 
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'* vent their quitting it as poorly, as they un- 
•* dertook it rafhly. This is the occafion of 
*' my coming here at this tim€ ; and as the 
*' bright abihties you are known to poffefs, and 
*' the firong attachment you have to our caufe, 
** haye made the whole order exptiSt the greateil 

.*r*' things from you, I chpfc you. for my com - 

** panion ^nd.aflbciate, and have given you 

*' this geiieral view of the prefcnt ftate of affairs 

it *' here, to dir^6t ypur own obfervatiotis in.thc 

ol *' courfe of our moft delicate and difficult ner 

f ^ gociations, and enable you tK>a& in cafe any. 

. *^ thing ihould happen to me/' 

Thi^ account, which I have here throwi> 

. together, was the Aibftance of f(?veral differ 
lent conve^c&tioass dicing tbcir jouriiey to 
Madcid. 

CHAP. X 

$»ttrfiMHirei with a new defmkitn rf4he htuit 

lion to vbedience* 

'T* H E morning after they arrived, the el- 
"■• dtr went to wait upon the firft minifter. 
The filence and folcmnity which reignefl 
through the whole court ftruck me with refpc<SF. 
•^ Certainly, (thought I) the Jefuit muft have 
** mifreprefented thefe people. Inftead of the 
**^ hurry, noife, and giddy buftle, fo offenfive 
** in. other courts, every thing here bears that 
K. 4 " appearance . 
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^ appearance of ferioufnefs, which is thefha-^, 

•* dow of wifdom." 

The firft fight of the miniftcr confirmed me 
in this opinion* He was drefled in blacky 
cloathS) whofe hue added a gloom of addit:o- 
nal gravity to his whole appeiarance. By his. 
looks and motions, his- foul feemed to be 
wrapped in- the moft intenfe thought* His ^ 
eyes were fixed ; his features all ftramed to the 
ftrongett attentic^, and his fteps flow and 
ftately. 

When the ceremonials of* addrefs y^erc per- 
formed with proper punftuality, and the atten- 
dants difmiflfed, the Jefuit entered dire£lly up- 
on bufmefs. *♦ I^ni ccme (faki he) accord- 
** ing ^» ypurcxceljency's defire, to fettle every 
*^ thing that may have been omitted, and con- 
** elude the treaty ; for which purpofe I have 
*^. b/ought^tbc proper p(iwer^ from hif majej^y 
^* my mafter'} who has alfo honoured me with/ 
*< the pleafing o^e of dgliy^nog to you fome 
** particular tokens of his eflcem.**- 

^K IvA") obliged to his spaj^iitx ; (.^nfwered th; 
*^.J)fktKf with an air of more than minifierial im- 
*^ pprtan(;ej .he does me juftice in believing 
^ that my inclinations aie to ferve himi though 
♦♦ what I have undertaken is really moft diffi- 
^.cult,if not <|angerpus. We have dtclaicd war 
*Sas yQu^defued j. but hpw are we to carry it 
•♦on is hard^^o fay. Qur magazines arc empty, 
•^* cur troops not half complete, and even ihefe 
♦< undifciplined and badly provided ; and our , 
*^ marine, far from being in a condition to ^ 
*^,cope with that of the enemy 5 fo that really 
*♦ 1 s.m almoft afraid to look ioi ward to the 
•Vcojalcquences.** 

*^^ -^ ^ •* Your 



T H E R E V E R I E. 201 

**' Your excellency will pardon me for Ciymg 
*' (replied the Jefuit) that yowr apprchenfions 
'* are too ready ; you have money, and that 
•*'will foon procure every neceffiry of war. 
**iThe wealth of our enemies alone overpowers 
•* us 5 but with the addition of yours we fhall 
•' be as much too powerful for them. You 
** will have the honour of ferving us in fo cri- . 
** tical a conjunfture j nor is there any danger 
•' in the attempt. They are* tired of the war> 
*^ and want a pretence for making peace, as 
** much as we want a peace itfelf. The in- 
** conftancy of their temper, never long plea- 
** fed with any thing, is furfeited with- fuccef- 
*' fes. To take the-ad vantage of thli^ humour, 
*' our emiffaries have fet their minifters togc- 
** ther by the ears in fuch a manner, that they 
** think of nothing but fupplanting each other; 
** to efFcft which they would willingly facrifice - 
«« every intereft of their country^ 

** Of this I can give you an inftance, that 
** will remove every doubt. Their king having 
** lately thought proper to change his m niftr3^ 
<*-thofe who were turned out, from a fpfrit of 
" refentment, move heaven and hell to blacken 
«• the characters and decry the abilities of their 
*^ fucceflbrs ; and, as difgrace wirh' the prince 
•* is the fure means of favour withr the people, 
^^-^exert their popularity with 'the' utmoft licisn- 
*'tious boldness to makeahehi diftrufted, and 
*< defeat their meafui«,tchufing to undo all 
** their own work,, and* lofe every advantage 
•* gained by the war, rather than their rivals • 
•*&ould have the honour of bringing it to..aa 
** happy conclufion ; while the latter, with 
** -etjual judgment, think it ixeceffary tor them 
K s ^^ x^ 
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.'* to retort the abufe, and aft diredly contrary. 
** to the fyftem of the others^ as it were in 
*' j jftification of their removal j as if a king 
** were the only matter who had not a right to 
** .change his fervants when h.e pleafcd ; a»d 
*^ thus, while this altercation goes on, the 
** hufinefs of the nation ftands ftill. 

*^ Advantageous as this is to us, it is not the 
** only good eftcfl we promife ourfelves from 
** thefe difputes. The old minifiry, who pur- 
** fued the. war fo obftinately while they had 
*' the management of it ihemfelves, will, hy 
" this indifcriminate oppofition to all the mea- 
•*..fures of the new, force them into a peace on 
** ,any terms,, to preferye their power 5 for how- 
•V.ever finely it may be found in fpeculation, a 
**.jninifter who will facrifice his own ambition 
**.jto the }ntereJ[l of his country, and refign his 
/• power to his rival rather than have the bu- 
' •* finefs fufter by a competition for.it, is^ cha- 
,** jafler if not abfolutely out of nature, yet fo 
** j-arely to be found, that there is jio neceffity 
** to guard againft it > fo that both parties 
*Vequally ferve our intereft, by their animofity 
H,;igainft each other. 

" From this plain. ftate of the matter, you 
**;nay fee that you run no hazard in joining 
**^Ayith..us, as a peace muft neceflarily and 
/'ipeedily be,the confcqu^nce of the m^afures. 
** we have, taken ; and whatever expence you 
" may be. at,- will be amply paid by the..con- 
.*' queft of Portugal, which .you will never 
.** have fuch another ppportunity of annexing 
"Jo the crown., of Spain, if , you mifs this « 
" befides that fo clofe a connection between 
** your CQUTt and, Q^^iX^ wiU . henceforwaKl . 
■'■■■■■■■■ -^ • '*;ejiyeL, 
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•*.fl:ry to wrangling among themfelvcs, and -, 
^ you may bring them into any thiogi 
** 1 heir defei^tioo of the Catalans, on a Ami^ 
^*.Iar occafion, is an in,0ance of what the , 
**,Portugucfp may expeft^ by depe;)0ing oa 
«* them." 

*' Why, inideeJ, that is an encouragement, 
•*,(faid the other) and therefore we will do aU 
<* we can to be ready to take thjsi.advantjige of 
«\it." 

•* I am glad to fin4 thjat ^aiF^irs go^pn fo well- 
** in Portugal, (faid the Jefuit) the people, as 
'* I travelled through the kingdom, are full o§ 
•* fpirits at the good news i, and every ojie eager 
**.to have a,fliare in the conquefl." • ^ 

" Yes ! (anfwered theminifler) if they could 
•* get it by vapouring^, at home,. As to the 
•< ^ood rvewsj it is neceffary to propagate fuch^ 
•* to amufe the populace ; Lu.t^ in reality, our ^ 
** troops advance but. very flotwly, and meet 
•* difficulties every day, which we did not foi:e-\ 
•*fee. If the affiftance pronaifed us by you p, 
** court does not arrive^beforc thcLEiiglifli join 
•* the enemy ;" ; " 

•' Affiftance ! (interupte4 th,e Je&iit) Never 
** let it be hid that the mighty monarch o5 , 
♦* Spain wantedi affiftance to over-run the lit- 
** tfe kingdom^pf Portugal. It would be an 
•' jnaeliabl^diigrace to your.honpur to accept 
** ^affiftance. As .to the Englifhj I bave told 
•* you already how they will be, taken offj and 
^« then you wil] have;the Portuguefe entirely at? 
«* your mercy." But has your excellency con- 
** fkdered of the advice I took the liberty to 
«< hint to you, of extirpating the prefent race 
iipf inhabitants by everjr feverity authori%.e4* 
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***by the laws of war, that isy by every method 
*^.which the conquerors pleafe to malcc ufe of,^ 
•*.Their hatred to yotw^ nation is fuch, that it 
** is imponible ever to reduce them to a proper 
*' degree of fubjeiShontand loyalty. Above all 
*' -things, there fbouid not be* one ^f the race 
** of the prefent king or evenof the nobility- 
** Jefty as.experience^.fhews^ tha^they- wi4J 
** watch .ev^ry opportunity, ta-j-evolt^v.and' 
** aflert an independency, in the fame man* 
•' ner as this family gained the crown by re- 
'^belhon/' 

'^'Vj^hat you fay (anfwered the minifte?) 
** agrees entirely,^ith my own opinion. I had : 
** refolved upom this from the firft moment I ; 
•* thought upon the war. I am juft now going 
** to attend the king, and,-as matters qf fucb^ 
Hconfequcnce cannot be- cbndu£i:ed witii^^|:oo 
** much caution, will obtain an order exprefi- 
** Jy to that purpofe, under his own hand, to 
^* the general of his farces, to. vindicate mf , 
<*.irom the odium. of fuch aa unpopular mea- 
*^ fure. His natural tucni&toarruelty, fo that 
«* he will moft gladly take the hint,- In the^ 
** mean time, you may aflure his majefty of 
•' France of every fervice in my power, tov , 
^ humble his haughty enemy, and to procure . 
«* him the peace he defires." 

Satisfied with the fucc^fs of hls^negociation, 
the Jefuit then withdrew, and the roinifter com^ 
pofcd his (:ountenance iota proper, gravity,, ta 
appear in pubMc* 

The oatural pride and oftentation of the 
Spaniards at firft made me.fompthing furprifed ■■ 
at^the freedom and candour .with which the 
tuinifter QOixi^Qkd the weakacfs.an4 wants ol^ 
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the Spanifli government : but a moment's re* 
fiqdtion explained, his condud, and (hewed that 
he a£ied with the (Iritfieft confiftency of cha- 
rader. He had fuiFered himfelf to be gained 
by bribery, to ferve the interefts of France, and 
therefore cou'd not pretend to afTume a confe- 
quence, or make a vain parade of power-which 
^be could not exert, to the very agent: who had 
corrupted him) and was befide as well informed • 
as himfelf. 

C H A p. XI. 

jf peep behind the curtitin. Royal amujements ; . 
Jhrctc principles and valour \ with an approved .- 
Jhield againjl certain terrible danger s. 

•1017' HEN the minifterhad gone through the- 
^y ceremonies of his levee with proper dig- - 
nity, he went to his matter. The king ap- . 
ptared to.be in the prime cf life, hale, ftrong,^ 
and adive. He was feated at a table with a 
parcel of fliuttie- cocks before him^ and mend« 
ing a racket with as much earneftncfs as a. , 
fchool-boy of fcvcn years old,. 

The moment he raifcd his eyes from his- 
work, and faw hisrminifter, *« Come (faid he,; 
^^ Parting up, and Gripping himfdf to his (hirt) 
«' I have been waiting for you fome time. V\\ . 
** try if I cannot beat you more fliamefully to- 
** day than I did yefterday." 

The miniftcr, who knew his cue. forgot all 
bi$ gravity in an. inilai^t, and following the 

royal : 
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foyal example fet him, threw off his clo«iths 
ftlfo, and taking up a racket, prepared for the 
attack, which he feemed to maintain with as 
much eagernefs and delight as his mafter, till 
he faw him begin to be tired, when feigning > 
himfelf unable to ftrlke another flroke, he drop^ 
ped the racket out of his hand, and fat down 

E tiffing and blowing on the floor, while the 
ipg, to fliew his fuperior abilities, and infult . 
his antagonift, gave half a dozen ftroke^ more ■ 
by himfelf. 

As foon as they had recovered their breath, 
and put on their cloaths, ." May it pleafe your. ^ 
" jnajefty, (faid the minifter, refuming his fo- 
** lemnity) t, have juft received an account 
** from Portugal. Your invincible arms bear 
** all before them, and will foon reduce the 
** iwhole kingdom. ' They have already taken ,. 
** a con fidecable village, and burned two farm- _ 
<*iioufes." 

'' Have they fo ;? (interrupted his Cacred ma- » 
**-jefty) that's well dope. Send them ordeFS . 
** xo burn all before them. I wifli I was with ,, 
'* them. I love fuch fport in my heart. Vd 
*♦ foon make their king rue his refufmg my 
** friendfliip. But-hov^r foon will they take - 
** Lifbon ? I long tp ga there, and fee how it 
*' looks after the - earthquake,, whether it is 
'* any thing like Herculaneum." ' 

-** Your majefty's army is advancing toward 
•' it, (anfw^red the minifter) but the roads 
** are bad, and. the country- people oppofe 
*' them, fo that they are obliged to march 
** with great circumfpe<ftion.** 

•* Why do not they (hoot them ? (replied 
** the ,mpnarch) If I wa? there,;AOt one of 
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** them fhould eftape. I'd kill them all my* 
•* feir, as I'll fhew you juft now. . The enemy 
*'-is drawn up ready lor battle, and I only 
** waited for you to fee me attack them.*' 

Then going into another apartment that 
looked into a clofe court, and leading his mi- 
nifter to the window, *• There they are, (con- 
*' tinued he, laughing with deligh^- as hepornt- 
*' ed to a number of cats which were immured 
** in the court ;) there is the army of the enemy. 
** The red ones are Englifli, the reft are Por- 
<* tuguefe. Go, reach me thofc guns yonder. 
** Til attack them direitly. It will be a glo- - 
** rious furprize. While I {hoot with one gun 
♦* you fliall load the other, fo- that we'll keep 
•' up a conftant iirc." 

With thefe words he began- the attaclc, 
Ihouting in triumph at every fliot, ** There 
"falls an Englifcman. ^ There a Portifgutfe f ' 
*' Now I charge them on the right; now orv .«. 
*' the left 5 now on the front ; now in the rear. 
*< ril fhew them that I am a general. Sec 
** bow they run ! belter, fkelter, pell mcll." 

His heroic majefty carried on his attack in 
this manner with fuch eagernefs, and conti- 
nued it fo long that his minifter was more tired 
of loading for him, than -he had been of his 
match at fliuttle-cock j- at lengthy obferving 
that one of the wounded cats fcreamed in an 
uncommon manner, '^-A truce! A truce! 
*« (faid he) your majcfty fhould (lacken your 
*' fire. The enemies acknowledge your vie* 
*« -tory, and (end a trumpet to defire leave to 
** bury their dead. According to the laws of 
** war, that is never refufed : btfide, if you kill , 
«^ xbem all taday, what wiJl you do for an^^* . 
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M my to attack another time ? There is ncrt 
" one cat left in all Madrid; your majefty's . 
^ wars have confumed the whole fpecies." 

** Well then, (faid the viftorious monarch, 
^ who wa» by this time fuflkiently fatigued 
** himfelf) I will grant them a truce y and dt> 
^^ you take care that there is a fupply of pra- 
** vifions fent th«m. TheJr n>agazines I ima- 
** gine are nearly exhaufl?ed ; I (corn to ftarve 
** my enemifs.^ Hah I hah-! hah ! Don't you . 
" think now that I could kill all thofe Porta-, 
" gucfe ? Egad ril go and head my army myv 
** /elf, as. I did once before, and not let one 
"of them efcapc."' 

The fmoak of the monarch^i artillery, and 
tfae fcreaming of the wounded cats making the 
field of battle not a very agreeable place to i^y 
in, the king and hit minifter returned t9'ibe 
clofet. As foon as the latter had oner more 
compofed his features, ^^ M«y it pWe your 
"majcfty, (ftidhc) by tbe»account«^ from your 
*y invincible army in Portugal I find, that it is 
^ in vain to think of- reducing that people to . 
^^. fubjedion and obeditnce* -Thofc who fub- 
^<mit one day rebel again the next} fo that 
K there is no end of giving them quarter. Be- 
•Sfide, the Englifli are expcfted every day to . 
•* land to their affiftance, and then their num^ 
•* bers may prove trou)plefome. I am therefore 
•• come to know what onfcrs- you will plea fe 
•'* to fend to your generals,, to diredl their con- 
*' dua." 

*' Orders! (anfwered his moft facred ma- 
** jefty) to put them all to the fword ; that is . 
•^Mhe fureft way to make them obedient. As 
"for the Engliflj* we mull take care what we 
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*• do with them : they arc all heretics, an* 
*• magicians, and deal with the devil. I rc^ 
** member very well how ihey frightened me 
** once before, till I got the pope to blcfsmy 
^^ night'cap ; and then I defied them and theif 
*^ witchcraft too* They could do me no harm- 
^^ while I had that on. I^m.ibrry that it is 
** worn out, or I Would gp-and have a ftroke 
** at them my&lf) bu( I could never bear to • 
** be one minute withovt it, while there hung 
** a rag of it together. However, Til fend to 
*^ him for another iAnd> at the fame time, it 
«< would not :beamifi tofiindcnoygh for tb« 
*^ whole army, and his holintfs :n^ight hltfo 
^^ them all together s and .when .the folihera 
<^have got them, tbey will be a match lor 
^ the heretic £ngli(b>. 4uh1. ihe 4cyil.: tp. Mfi 
^^ *em/* 

^^ WbatyourmajeftyVfays is extremely rights 
*^Xreplkd the minifter) and it would »be very. 
*< impvoper.for you to baztarjd yAur,fikQied.4tfi^, 
'^tbcSare ^u have gotten rjfuchiWl tofoUiWeido* 
^^ fence to guard it* Inidie.mflan,^miB thcvvgb^ 
^will your siajcfty pteafe. to (end ordera ca- 
^ y^^r.geoeralsi for pultJi^gr thex9UDtry ^n* 
^' der. military .executioii ? They will have 
^^ double weighty wKen under vQur own. 
Mband,'* 

*' Aye ! (jeturned the- gracious 'inoaarph'}: 
** Give tne pen and ink, and I- will write- to 
•^ them this ihftant to. burn and deftroy all 
** before them, and put man, woman, and' 
'* child to the fwbrd, without mercy or dif- 
*•- tinflion. Or, ftay ! It will do as well after 
"' the puppet-thew ; I am in hafte now : and>. , 
**^dp. you h^ar ! Order pul^lic rejoicings to he 

*♦ made i^, 
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*'. made j and fend to the biflbops, to fing ie 
". Deum for what we have already done." 

It was fome time before I could recover my- 
felf from the aftonifliment and horror with 
\i;hich this fcene ftruk me. " Juft Heaven ! 
•' (thoiight I) are thefc thy fubftitutes on earth ? 
** Can the vices of man have funk. him fo en- 
*' tirely beluw thy care, that heihould be given 
** up thus to the moft defpicable deftruftion ? 
^y be made the pjay^-thing of a fooUand flj^ugh- 

. *♦ tered for his mecr amufemcnt ? I can bear 
** the fight no longer.** 

Saying this^ I flung out of the court, in ho-^ 
neft indignation, and wybidtaybM direAly in- 
to France, in hopes of being relieved by* the 
contrail be;tween the manners of that di^ated^. 
gay people^ and thofe where I .was. *^ Ifil: 
^ mud be among fools, (faid I) let them be 

, ^y merry one. Let not the afFeftation of wif* 
^\ iom mftke foil/ more difgufting." 



CHAP, XIL 

example. Grafiif attendance, at, n la^*s. toikt^ 
Secrets $f fas^^uritifm. 

nr H E eiFe<a which I felt from this change 
* is fcarce to be concelv(^d. The fmile of 
pleafure and compl^tcency that foftened every 
fajce I faw, foon difpelled the gloom which I 
had contra6):ed in the late folemn fcene, and 
in^fciSUd me alfo to fup h a degree, that my fca - 
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tures began infenfibly to relax into a grin, and 
I could hardly keep my feet from capering as I 
went along with the croud, whom I found go* 
ing to pay their court lo the king's miftrefs. 

They all flopped in the antichamberto her 
apartments, where they waited with, the mdft 
complaifant patience for the return of the A- 
voured few who were admitted into her pre- 
fcnce, to learn from them the modes of thougF C 
and adion which ihe pleafed toprefcribe for tfc^ 
day. 

Curious to fee a perfon who was able thus 
to rule the happinefs of fo many, 1 entered the 
drcffing-rcom, where I found her at her toi- 
let, attended in a manner that exceeded my 
imagination, accuftomed a« I was to uncotn- 
mon fcenes. At her feet kneeled a bifbopy 
in^ all his facred robes, buckling her fhoes. 
Thft bafon in which (he waihed hef bands wat « 
held by a peer of the firft rank. A counfellor 
of the parliament painted her cheeks. A 
farmer of the revenues fet her jewels in or<kr« 
A general powdered her hair. An admiral tfed 
her ribbons ; and, to entertain her, a cardinal 
read a loofe lampoon* 

When this important work was finifljed flie 
arofei, and, rewarding her happy fervants wkh 
a gracious nod, retired with the cardinal into 
another room, to talk upon bufinefs. As foon 
as they were alone, *' Your ladylhip, I think, 
** (faid the cardinal, laughing) has been 
*' grandly waited on this morning. Pray have 
•^ you the fame attendance every day?" 

" If I would receive it, (anfwered fhe) I 
** might have ten times more. There .is no- 
" thing fo fulfcunc that thofe fycophant^ wril 

*' opt. 
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**«not fay; nothing is fo fervile that they will 
'* not do. I know the bafenefs of their ibuls, 
*'' and therefore trample them thus under my 
** feet, to anticipate the infults which I am 
•* fenflble they would heap upon me on any 
•*. reverfe of fortune. As they worfliip the fun- 
** (hine of court-favour, it Ts but juft to let 
** them toil rn the heat of it for a while." 

'* But how did your ladyfliip gather fuch a 
** gro'jpe ? (interiupted the cardinal, who (eeni- 
** ed not much to like fome part of what (he 
** faid, and therefore was defirous to put a ftbp 
** to refle<3ions fo general) Almoft every pro- 
*^ feffion in the ftate had a reprefentative at 
" your toilet." 

^* Yes, (replied (he) and Idefign to fet mbft 
" of thefe reprefentatives atnhehead of their 
*^ profeilions too, which was the occ^fion of 
"*^ my defiring to fee you this morning.^* 

-** But does your ladyfliip know (faid the 
^* cardinal^ whether they arc qualified to fill 
*' thofe places ? Many of them require parti- 
** cular judgment aftd experience." 

*' Qualified ! (interrupted her ladyfliip, with 
"contemptuous fmile) Yes; I have taken 
*' care to be fatisfied, that they all have the 
** qualifications I want ; and as for any other, 
^* they arc anfwerable themfelves ; fo let them 
•' take care of that. I am to give them all 
*' their definitive anfwers this morning ; fo if 
•* you will go into that clofet, you may ovcr- 
*' hear what paiTcs, and will be a judge of 
•* their qualifications." 

The cardinal obeyed ; and her ladyfhip ring- 
ing for one of her attendants, ordered him to 
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let the general know fhe was at leifure to fpeaik 
"with him. 

As loon as he entered, *' Well fir, (faid her 
** ladyfliip, cutting (hort all compliments, and 
*' entering diredlly upon bufinefs) I have fpoken 
" to the miniftcr about you, and am forry to 
*« find there are fo many otjedlions made, that 
« it will be neceflary for me to exert my ut- 
** moft intereft to ferve you. However, as I 
"« have undertaken it, I will not be foiled." 

*' I am under infintte obligation to your la- 
*« dyfliip, (anfwered the general) and ihall eii- 
** deavour to make a return.'*- 

** Sir, (interrupted fhe) the return I expefl: 
** is a punflual performance of your propofal ; 
** which was, to give me two thirds of all 
*' (exclufive of your pay) that yOu can poffibljr 
*♦ make by this commiiTion, as well what yott 
** can fubtradt from the fupefflucHis appoint- 
'* ments of your own army, as the plunder and 
** fpoil of the enemies. You remember, fir, 
^*' that this was your own propofal." 

*' I do, Madam, (aniwered he) and fliall- 
** faithfully perform it, though really the ap- 
*' pointmentsof the army at prefent arc fo very 
*> (hort and even thefe fo badly fupplied, that 
*' I fear what may be faved from them will not 
** anfwer your expedition, though I will do 
** what I can j in an enemy's country foldicr? 
*' may (hift for themfelves. But whatever this 
'*' falls (hort Ihall be made up in the other 
*' article. The enemies have had a long op- 
*' portunity to enrich themfelves, which wffl 
** turn out weil to your account now. I will 
'*' ftrip them to the fkin for you. It is good 

^ policy 
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"^^ policy to rjuin an enemy's country which we 
*** do not defign to keep poffeiTion of; as it dif*- 
** ables them from making head again for a 
^* confiderable length of time. I hope alfo to 
** condu<^ the mihtary operations of the cam<^ 
^' paign in iuch a manner, that your laidyfhip 
*^ fhall not be alhamed of having recommend*- 
*.* ed me to the command." 

*' As to that, fir, (replied (he) it is no afFafr 
^* of mine. You are to take care of that up- 
^* on your own account; and I wifli you may, 
^* if it were only to difappoint the prefages of . 
** thofe who oppofed your promotion, fome of 
"•' whom went fo far as to fay, that you were 
•* deftitute of every qualification neccflary for 
** fo important a charge.'*—— Saying this, (he* . 
turned from him, leaving hititto enjoy the plea- 
fure of meditating on her laft words. 
■ The departure of the general made way for 
the entrance of the admiral, who was fum«> 
fnone.d next, and whom her iadyfhip addrefied 
with as little ceremony as fhe had ihewn to 
the former. 

** You have been recommended to me, fir, 
*••'* (faid (he) by one of my women to whom, I 
*^ underftand, you have the honour of being 
** related, as a proper perfon to-be cntrufted 
*^ with the command of a fleet, to cruize upon 
** the enemy ; and, on her vouching your mc^' 
'*' rit, I have got you preferred before feveral 
"*' officers of known ability.*' 

*' I am eternally devoted to your ladyfhip, 
** (anfwered he, elated at his fuccefs) and hope 
'" I fhall befo happy as not to difappoint your 
*** e^^pedtations in any rcfpccl.*' 
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** I hope not, (replied (he) and, as I cotI- 
•* fide in the charafter given mc of you, have 
^* not yet exprefsly ftipulatcd any conditions ; 
** hut youmuftnot imagine upon that account 
■ ** that 1 do not expert any. You know the 
** naturcof the <:ammafnd which you are to go 
*' upon. It is to attack the enemy's trade, 
** and plunder th(ir feiilements in thofe places 
***where youexpe<S^ to meet the Jeaft rcfiftancc* 
•'■^ow, fir, in excuting fuch a commifEon 
*^ you muft certainly make many valuable cap- 
•* tures ; three fourths of the clear produce of 
•* which I (hall expe<ft, for procuring you the 
** command ; the reft you may divide among 
** yourfelvcs. If you approve of this, your 
** commiffion (hall be made out direflly.'* 

** I am too fenfiHeof your ladyfliip's favour, 
•* (returned he) to diflike any thing you ^prc^- 
** pofe. As for myfelf, I 'have nothing' in -vi^w 
•' but honour : and that, at leaft, I (haH have 
** an opportunity to acquire." 

** Honour, fir ! ( interrupted fhe haftily ) 
•* How do you mean ? If it is by fighting with 
** the fleets of the enemy, y6u quite miftake 
** the matter . Inflead of that you muft ufe 
*^ all p(>fiible care to avoid them, and not run 
" the hazard iff difappointing the defign upon 
« which you are fent, and lofing the fleet cn- 
^ trufted to you in attempting to acquire ho- 
•*'nour. Acquire profit, and leave honbur to 
*' the enemy.*' 

*<Yes! But pleafe your lady (hip, (an- 

** fwercd the feaman, who did not fo well re- 
•< li(h the latter part of his inftmctions) Hov?" 
" (hall I anfwer that to tiie king ? I fliall be 
^ btokc with in^'am^." 
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'* Never fear, (replied (he:) do you take 
** care to make a profitable cruize, and I will 
'^ protedl you from all dangers of that kind ; 
** and perhaps make interell alfo to have you 
** feat out again with a greater force, whea 
** you {hall not be under a neceflity of ob- 
** ferving fach caution." Encouraged by this, 
the admiral promifed to obey her orders, and 
went away with an high heart. 

The admiral was fucceeded by the farmer- 
general, who, advancing to her ladyfliip with 
a confident air, *' I have taken the liberty (faid 
** he) to bring your ladyfliip a fuit of jewels, 
** which I hope you will like. I fhould not 
** prefume to ofFer them, if they were not fit 
** for the firft fovereign in Europe to wear/' 

" You are always very obliging 5 (anfwered 
** her ladyfliip, cafting her eye carcleffly upon 
*• the jewels as flie took them) they are indeed 
** pretty enough." 

*' Your ladyfliip does not fee half their beau- 
** ty; (replied the farmer) if you will pleafe to 
** look a little clofer, you will have a better 
*' notion of their value." 

*' I beg your pardon, fir, (returned flie, tak- 
•* ing notice of the paper they were wrapped in, 
** which was a bill of exchange for a great 
*' fum of money) I like them extremely. They 
** certainly are very fine j and I muft fay that 
*^ you have the polileft method of prefenting 
*' any thing of any man I know. I have 
** wanted to fee you for fome time, to let you 
** know that your propofa! is accepted of." 

*' I am much obliged to your ladyfliip (an- 
*' fwered he) and fliall fl:rive to merit your fz" 
•^'vour on all occafions •, thoM^ ^^"^^^ \ -acccv 
Vol. 11. I. ^^ ^^^ 
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*' not quite free from appichenfions of meeting 
'* wiih luch difficulties in this affair, as may 
*' make it much lefs advantageous than is ima- 
*' gined. The people are fo cxhaufted by the 
*' multitude of their taxes, that they declare 
** themfelves unable to pay any moie, and in 
** their defpair exprefs a difconient little (hort 
** of rebellion ; io that 1 believe we fhall be 
** under a ntceflity of calling for afliftance from 
** the aimy to levy any thing." 

" And you fliall have it, (replied her lady- 
*' fhip) whenever you require it. That is a 
** procf of their being cxhaufted, indeed ! If 
'* they are in want, let the men all lift in the 
** army, that is the proper place for them ; 
** and then the womeii and chijdicn will "have 
*' enough. Don't you flicw the leaft tender- 
** nefs to one of them. It only encourages the 
*« reft. Their complaints are all feigned. If 
*' they were in fuch diftrefs as they gjetend, 
** their fpirits would hardly be fo high. 

** I fliall pundlually obferve your ladyfhip's 
** dire6\ions, (returned he) and depend on your 
*' protection, if any thing (hould happen. 

Tiie counfcllor of the parliament fuccceded 
the farmer general, to whom her ladyftiip ac'- 
drtfll-d herfelf with as little ceremony as the 
others. " Sir, (faid (he) I have confidered of 
*' what you faid to me, and fear the fcheme 
*' is iniprailicable. - Your people feem too 
** refradtory to be influenced by fuch me- 
*^ thcds." 

** Madam, (anfwered he) I. muft beg leave 
<* to fay, your ladyfliip's apprehenfions are 
*> f roundlefc. I know the temper qf every 
'^ inan amonj them, 5\.nd what will p;cv.ail 

' Y on 
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*' on each. If you pleafe to make the experi- 
*' ment, I will anfwer for the event." 

*^ Well, fir, (replied (he) then it (hall be fo, 
" and you' (hail have the place on the terms 
** propofed ; though, if your fcheme fucceeds* 
** readily, I (hall ocpeft a farther confidera- 
*^ tion, as it will then be much more v^lu-' 
*« able/' 

*' Your lady(hip (returned he) may depend' 
** on my obedience to any thing you require." 

'* That's true, (add«d her lady(hip, calling* 
*' hi4n back juft as he was going out of the 
*' room) there is one thing which I had like 
'* to have forgot mentioning, though indeed it 
^^ was plainly implied in what we faid. It is 
*' likely that the jefuits will offer large fums of 
'* money, to avert the ftorm that threatens 
*^ them. That, you know, I am to (hare in, 
*' equally with the other perquifites of your 
** place." 

" Why — really — (faid he) if your lady(hip 

*' infifts upon it ; though as it is but a 

" contingency, it is difficult to bring it within 
** any rule." 

'* Sir, (anfwcred (he warmly) I do and will 
*'' infift upon it ; and think it odd for you to 
" make any difficulty." 

** No, Madam ! by no means ! (replied he) 
'' I make no difficulty at all ; but till your la- 
** dy(hip had declared your pleafure, it was 
** impoffilile for me to forefee it. Is there any 
" thing elfe ?" 

^* No, (returned her ladyfhip) not that I 
*« recolleft now. If I fliould think of any 
*' thing further, I will let you know." 

L 2 "^^^^ 
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The next who was admitted to an audience 
was the robleman who had held the bafon to 
her lad) (hip, as fhe wafhed her hands. "I 
*^ am lorry, my lord duke faid (he, (as Toon as 
*^ he had paid his compliments) that I have 
<^ been obliged to make you wait fo long i but 
*^ bufinefs, my lord—" 

** Your ladyfhip (anfwered his grace, with 
*• the utmoft complaifance) need be under no 
•< concern. I am no ftrangcr myfelf to the 
*> urgency of ftate-affairs." 

*' Weil, my lord, (faid (he) at length I have 
'* the honour to congratulate your grace on 
*' your ion's fuccefs. His majefly made many 
'* difficulties at firft j but they all vanifhed 
«* when I told him of the match between the 
** marquis and my coufin. He faid, he could 
** refufc nothing to any one who was to be 
*^ allied to me.'* 

** My fon is in duty obliged to his majefty^ 
" (replied his grace) and I have a juft fenfe x)f 
** your ladyfhip's favour." 

'* I am glad, my lord, (continued fhe) that 
«* your good fcnfe and prudence have enabled 
** you to conquer that abfurd pride of family, 
'« which makes fools of fo many. Though 
« your fon's intended v^ife is the daughter of 
** a mechanic, (he is my kinfwoman ; and, if I 
** live, ril make the proudeft peer of France 
<f glad to marry into my family. The king is 
*f the fountain of nobility, and what he can 
** beflow they (hall not want." ' 
- *' Your lady(hip's own merit (anfwercd he 
*' cooly) makes it an honour to any family to 
<« be allied to you. I will fend my fon to rc- 

♦' turn 
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<^turn his thanks to your ladyfhip, and re- 
<« ceive your farther commands.'* 

The bifliop was now the only one who re-^ 
•mained ; but her ladyfhip had already had too 
much bufinefs that morning, and therefore font 
him word, that (he could not fee him till fome 
other time. 
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JUaie hay while the fun Jhines, All go to the 
markety where they can have mojl for their 
money, A converfation concluded in charaSier. . 

np H E S £ important matters being thus 
-*• difpatched, the cardinal came out of his 
clofet, and fmiling at her ladylhip, '^ It is a 
•* pity (faid he) that your ladyfliip cannot pub- 
•* licly affume the office of prime minifter, you 
^ do bufinefs in fuch a mafterly manner." 

•* Why, (anfwered (he, laughing) I have no 
•* notion of making many words, when I have 
** refolved upon a thing ; nor of ufing the 
•^agency of others in what I can do better 
*' myfelf. They always make fuch bungling 
" work, that I have no patience with them. 
** Plain-dealing prevents miftakes. Befide, they 
** cannot get fuch good terms as I do. People 
** chaffer and higgle with them, who do not in 
'' the leaft object to what I require. As to 
" the breach of decency, I defpifc it. I ftudy 
L 3 ''^ vsc^ 
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** my own convcniency, not other people's opi- 
•' nions." 

^^ Your ladyfliip judges very rightly ; ('rc- 
** plied he) great minds are above the rules 
*' which dirtft the condinft of their infe- 
** riors." 

** Well ! (refiimed her lad\fhip) Do not 
** you think now that all thefe perfons are pro- 
** perly tiualiScd for my purpofe ? I hold my 
** power by a very precarious tenure, and there- 
** fore ihink it prudence to make the moft of. 
** it while it laib. What is the intereft or 
** honour of the kingdom to me ? I know that 
*' with the king's favour I gained the hatred of 
** every other perfon in the kingdom, and that 
•' on the lofs of that I fliouid feeJ all the weight 
•* of the latter 5 to avoid which I'll take care 
** to provide what fliall make my retreat elfe- 
** where comfortable, for I will never ftay a 
^* moment after I become fubjr& to their in^ 
** fuhs ; and for that very reafon I (end my 
^* money before me as faft as I can/' 

*♦ Then your ladyfhip (replied the cardinal) 
•* is refolved en going to England t " 

♦* Moft certainly ; (iaid Iht) What other 
•* place could 1 cxptdt the fame fafety or fatis- 
** fad^ion in ? A perfon that has but money 
** enouiih to give into the extravagancies of the 
*' mode will never want an agreeable reception 
«' there. As to the difficulty you made about 
** going with me, there is nothing in it. There 
•* will no more objedlioi) he made to your cha- 
^' ra<9er than to mine. As ioon as the novel- 
*' ty is worn off, we (ball pafs as unnoticed as 
** we can wifli, and meet as much refped as 
^* ive can pay for. The pope himfclf, fo- 
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** lemtily as he is abjureS, would find a wel- 
•* come in Eng)and for his money ; fo that you 
** need not be fo delicate and timorous. It is 
*' but laying afide your red hat, and you need 
** apprehend nothing." 

** Your ladyfliip (anfwcred the cardinal, wlio 
" did not much like the manner in which (lie 
** fpoke thefe laft words) cannot think that I 
** (hould make any difficulty of following you 
** to theremoteft part of the world. The hap- 
•* pinefs I enjoy in your favour exceeds every 
** other confideration. As to thofe people who 
** have been with you this morning, is it your 
*' pleafurc that I ftould mention them to the 
** king; or will your ladyfhip rather do it your- - 
•*■ felf ? Thofe I mean whom the importance of 
** the employments which you defign them for 
*• niafccrs it heceffary to obferve fuch caution 
** about. There will be great murmtiring at 
" their promotion among the nobility, who 
" have applied for thofe commands.*' 

" Let them murmur on ; (replied (he haugft- 
** tily) I defpife every thing m their po'A^cr to 
** fay or do ! Til humble their pride, by (hew- 
•* ing them how little I regard them. I made 
•• the duke wait fo long to-day, to let him fee 
** that bis fon's marrying my relation gave hiih 
*' no confequence with me. As to this afFair, 
**1'11 fpeak to the king myfelf, for form-fake $ 
^ but you may order their feveral commifEons 
•* to be got ready in the mean timc**^ 

*' Really, (returned the cardinal) I think 

** you gave his grace fufficient reafon, even 

** after he was admitted, to fee that you 

'^ held him not in very high refpedt. But how 

L 4 '* ca^cao^ 
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^* came you not to fee the biihop ? Had bt 

** any particular bufinefs ?** 

** Bufinefs ! (faid her ladyfhip, after a loud 
** laugh) Yes 5 and that no lefs than a cardi- 
■* na]*s hat, I afllire you. Becaufe I got you 
*^ one for gartering my fiockings, he founds 
'* his prctcnfionson buckling my (hoes. Hah ! 
** hah ! hah ! It is true he offers fair. He un- 
** dertakcs to be either for or againft the Je- 
** fu ts, for or againft the conftitution ; in {horf» 
" any thing, or every thing I plcafe, now, ©r 
•• at any other time." 

^' Pious pi elate ! (added the cardinal, after 
^* he had joined in the laugh) He has a moft 
** convenient confcience, and cannot fail to 
•* rife in the church. I prefume you have not 
•* rejeftcd fo ample offers/* 

<* I am not refolvtfd about him yet ; (re- 
•* plied fhe) I muft try h s patience here fujft 
•' for a while. When I have broken him fuf- 
•* ficiently by attendance, I'll then confider 
** whether it is proper to gratify his ambition^ 
•* or give him a refufal." 

Their political conference was broken off 
here, by one of a fofter nature. The cardinal 
wjs too gallant not to dedicate fome part of his 
private audience to love, and her ladyfhip too 
tender to rtfufe his addrefles. After fome time 
fpent in dalliance, the cardinal recoliedted that 
the king was by that time returned from hunt- 
ing, and accordingly haftencd away to wait 
upon him j while her ladyfhip prepared to re- 
ceive the vifit which his majefty never failed 
to pay her every day. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

jt curious^ though not an uncomm&n piSfure, Play 
a trout properly^ and you'll <atch it. The fof-; 
cination of eife, 

X T was not very long before the king arrived. . 
^ From the nature of their conne6lion I ex- 
pefied that their meeting would be attended 
with the warmeft expreffions of paffion ; but 
there appeared no traces of any fuch thing be- 
tween them. The king entered her apartment, 
with a liftlefs, . indifferent air, as if he knew 
not what elfe to <i6 with hjrofelf ; and, lolling. 
into a chair, fcaree returned any anfwer to her 
enquiries after his health ; which fhe alfo ex« 
pjefled witb the coolnefs of compliment and 
words of courfe. 

When he had fat, or rather dozed thus for 
fome time, in a kind of fufpenfion of thought, 
he feemed as it were to awake, and turning to 
his miftrefs, gave her an account of his morn- 
ing's fport, as particularly as if (he underftood 
it as well as himfelf j while fhe Mened to him 
with the greateft attention and appearance of 
pleafure, afking him every now and then fuch, 
Queftions as (hduld lead him to repeat thefci 
paffages in which l&e faw he took the moft. 
cfeVight. . , 

When his. fpirits were fomewhat raifed in 
this manner, and the lady thought him in a. 
proper humour for her purpofe, iUe artfully, 
. L 5 • ' turned 
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turned the converfation upon bufinefs. ** I 
•* hope (faid flic, as if carelefly and only from 
** common curiofity) that your majefty has re- 
^* ccived agreeable accounts from your armies 
*• this morning. I hear there are exprefles ar- 
*' rived." 

" Aye ! (anfwered he) fo the cardinal in- 
*' formed me; but tfuppofe they have brought 
" nothing material, as he faid no more." 

*' 1 cannot help thinking it very ftrange, 
•* (continued flie) that fuch powerful arm'es as 
*• your majefty fends into the field do not bear 
•* down ail before them. Your enemies are 
" noway able, to oppofe them with equal forces 
** I fhould fear that there muft be a fault fome- 

*• where.'' Then obferving that he fcemed 

to liften to her with {omc attention, " Is your 
** majefty certain (continued flie) that the ge- 
•* nerals to whom you intruft the conduft of 
*' your armies are equal to the charge, or at 
** leaft that they do not protraft the war, for 
" the fake of continuing in their commands ? 
*• Some thing or other muft be the reafon of 
**it.'' 

' ** Why, yes ! (replied the king) I have of- 
** ten thought fo myfelf j and therefore I bc- 
** lievc ril even make a peace, and fo have 
'* done with them all." 

*' A peace ! (exclaimed flie fuddenly, equal- 
** ly furprifed and alarmed at the word) I did 
•* not know that your majefty had any thoughts 
•« of peace ; to be fUre, it is mbft d'efirable— 
•*. on proper terms." 

«* I can't fay (returned he) that I fliould 
*« have any thought of the kind in the prefent 
^^ /ituation/tf affairs, if fo many niifcar/iages- 

tt did 
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•••did'not in a manner force me to it. It is 
** very difagreeable to bcdifappointed in all my 
^^ great defigns, and that after fo vaft an ex- 
** pence of blood and treafure/'* 

** Difapp-^inted! (returned her ladyfliip, who 
** now took her cue) Your majefty can never 
** be difappointed in any defign, till you are 
" pleafed to drop it. Inferior princes, who 
*' want power to execute their will, may be 
** difappointed ; but not a monarch, whofe 

*' word is a law to millions." Then raif- 

ing her voice, and aflTuming an air of indig- 
nation, *> A peace ! No ! (continufd (he) Your 
** majefty will never think of a peace, till your 
** enemies are brought to beg it on their knees. 
** It were beneath the dignity of your crown,. 
♦* and a leflening of your own honour. As for 
*' the trifling fuccelFes, which have dejefteJ 
•• fome of your own fubjeds as much as they 
" have elevated the infolence of your enemies, 
•• one campaign, properly conducted, will ef- 
•* fe<9ually reverfe them.. Shall it be faid that 
•* the mighty kingdom of France, governed by 
•* a prince equally the delight of his people, and 
** terror of his foes, was obliged to receive 
*^ the law from a few mechanic iflanders ?" 

** But what can be done to prevent it ? (faid 
" he, rouzed from his lethergy by the fpirited 
^* manner in which fhe fpoke) They tell me, 
** that my revenues are quite exhaufted, and 
•* my fubjefts crying out for peace.'* 

** Who tells your majefty fo? (anfwered (he) 
^« A daftardly, fl^thful fet, who, regardlefs of 
** your glory, think of nothing but enjoy n^ 
** in luxurious eafe the fortunes they have 
"- amaffed by every iniquitous means. The re/j* 
L 6 ^^ ^3., 
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*' nucs of a king of France can never be cx"* 
** hauftcd, while his fubje<3shave a penny left. 
•* All the wealth in your kingdom is yours. 
** You are not obliged to beg from your peo*- 
'* pie, as ihe king of England does. As to 
** their fcditious cries for peace, if your majef- 
*' ty was to pay attention to them, you would 
** never carry on a war j and for their wants', 
** they are all feigned. Look around your 
*' court, look at thofe very people (traitors I 
*' had almoft called them) who tell you fuch 
** flories, and fee whether any thing like want 
** appears about them. Perhaps they mean 
** that the populace is diffatisfied, becaufe they 
*' cannot live in fuch luxury as they do them- 
** felves. If they really do want, why do not 
'' their compaflionate advocates ailift them out 
*' of their abundance, without applying to your 
*' majcfty ? Are you only to fufFer for the wants 
*' of the people ? Muft your glory, your ho- 
** nour be given up, to fave the fuperfluous 
•* wealth of your nobles ? The very thought is 
*' treafon ; and no loyal fubjeft would harbour 
** it him Tel f, much lefs prefume to fuggeft it 
*' to your majefly. Every one who mentions 
•* peace till your enemies are humbled, and all 
** your gjcat defigns accomplifhed, is a traitor . 
•* to your intereft and glory." 

" But if I continue the war, (faid the king) 
** how can I be fure of better fuccefs than I 
*« have met hitherto ? " 

** Change the perfons who have the condii<9: 
** of the war, (anfwered her ladylhip, who had 
*' now drawn him to the point (he wanted) and* 
*' never doubt of the fuccefs. You have hi- 
•* ihcrto employed the nobility, who look up- 
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•< on the command of fleets and armies as their 
'* birth right, and confequently take no pains 
'* to acquire that military knowledge which 
*'-aIone gives a- juft title to command, and 
•* promifes fuccefs ; but upon any misfortunes, 
** though evidently occafioned by their own er- 
" rors, grow weary of the war, and advife 
"peace. I would remove them all, and em- 
'* ploy only thofe who have given inftances of 
•* merit equal to fuch a truft 5 and who, having 
*' no dependance but upon your majefty^a fa- 
*< vour,. (hall omit nothing poffible to obtain 
'*- it ; nor, when their own ambition is fatis- 
" fied, infolently prefume to advife your ma- 
*• jefty to facrifice your glory to their eafe." 

** But where (replied he) (hall I (ind fuch 
" perfons ? I- know of none.'* 

** There are enough, (returned (he) if your 
** majefty pleafes to make ufe of their fervice. 
" I myfelf could at this very time name both a 
'* general and an admiral, for whofe fuccefs I 
*' would be fecurity to your majefly : and as to 
** your revenues being exhaufted, and your 
** pailiamervt uneafy, I have juft now been 
** taJking with a counfellor who undertakes to 
** make the latter as implicitly fubmiflive to 
*' your will as you can defire : as I alfo know 
^' a farmer, who will make no excufes of the 
** people^s incapacity to pay your majefty'i 
*' taxes. All the difficulties which thofe peace- 
**. makers talk fo much of are owing folely to 
** their own mifmanagement 5 and they are 
^< unfaithful fervants, who make fo many ob- 
** ftacles to obeying your commands* When 
•' the proud lazy nobles fee that you can be 
<( bettr ferved without them> their infoleoce 
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•* will be humbled, and they will ftrive to me- 
" rit the employments which now ihey in a 
** manner demand as their due." 

** Well ! (faid the king, who was now 
." worked u[^ to the proper pitch) Be it fo 
then ! Let thofe people whom you fpeak of 
be employed. I am reiolved I will hear nO' 
more of peace,, till I have accompliflied my 
**• defigns, 1 will not fubmit my w.ll to their's^ 
*' nor poft pone my glory to fuch mean conii- 
" derations."—— Then,, rifing from his chair 
in a heat, he expreffed fevcral fentiments of 
inagnanimity and heroifin, as he walked about 
^he room, till cooling from his paflion, he 
funk into his former ferenity, and, returning 
fo his chair, took a nap, to dream of conqueAs 
and glory, and compofe his fpirits for his din- 
ner j while his miftrefs dispatched a billet to 
ibe cardinal^ to let him know that (he had fet- 
tled every thing, and he might give their fe- 
Vt^ral commiilions to the perfons fhe had ap- 
pointed in the morning. 

"By what defpicable agents (faid I to my- 
^' felf, turning away in difguftj does Heaven 
^' work the moft dreadful events ! How weak. 
^* is the thread by which this mighty people are 
"guided ! At length I fee the myftery of fa- 
** vouritifm. To leave the mind abi'olutely at 
eafe, watch its ruling paffions, and, v^ithout 
feeming to have any thing elfe in view, art- 
fully fuggeft the objects cf one's own de- 
** figns, as the means of their gratification.. 
^' My foul is fick oH vice and folly. Til feek 
** relief in that happy land where a free peo- 
** pie is governed by a king who is himfelf 
.^^ free^ before iuch n»nifold abuics of the blef« 

fings 
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** fings of Hfeare n, as have for fome time en- ' 
*< groffed my attention, make me hate my own 
** nature, and abjure the name of man/* 
Saying this, I tvi/bed myfelf direftly into Eng- 
land. 

CHAP. XV. 

^e fcene changed. A pkajin^ profpe^ fuddenly 
over^cafl. An eajy way to get rid of a wrang- 
lefy with a comfortable plaijierfor a- broken head. 
He that throws dirt always fouls his fingers. 

/^N my arrival in England, I found myfelf 
^^ near the feat of a nobleman of the firfl; 
rank, in that part of the ifland which lay next 
to France, not having thought of any particu- 
lar place when I wijhed myfelf from thence. 

The largenefs of the houfe, and the flourifh- 
ing condition of the extenfive demefne around 
it, (hewed the wealth of the owner, as the 
fmile of content on the faces of his tenants 
prove'd his generofity and juflice. Induftry 
procured plenty, and liberty fweetened at the 
fame time that it fecured enjoyment. 

Struck with the contraft between this, and 
the fcenes I had lately feen, I fhared fy m pathe- 
tically in the general joy 5 and in the honeft 
pride of my heart refolved to pleafe myfelf with 
taking a more particular view of the man whofe 
virtues dilFufed fuch happinefs around htm. But 
what was my furprize and difappointmcnt^ to 
find the profpcift overcaft where 1 expecSed* to 
luive feea it brighteft ! In his owti f^ai\\^ ^ -slyv^ 
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w^heie his more immediate pre&nce (hould baye-^ 
operated, with the greateft force, ambition had 
biiniilied harmony, and poifoned every bread- 
with animofity and rancour. 

The flames of this difTention, which had long.; 
been fmothered, burft out with the moft ri- 
diculous violence, juft at the tinae I entered. 
Though fuch a domeftic fcene as this was a 
dcfcent from thofe great ones which I had 
latdy been engaged in* oWerving; yet, as it 
dlfplayed the. inconfiftency of the hiunan heart, 
in a new light,.! thought it merited my atten- 
tion. 

The occafibn of the breach was this : Oric 
of the lord's agents, who, by the aflivity and 
fanguinefs of his temper, had in a manner en- 
grofled the whole management of hid mafterV 
affairs, had taken it in his head to go to law 
with one of the principal gentlemen in' the 
neighbourhood, from an apprehenfion that he. 
intended to take the part of a coufin of his, 
with whom his lordfliip had had a long fuit. 
f6r encroaching upon his fide of the common. 

The agent had condudfed this fuit with equal" 
judgment and fuccefs, and at a vtry great ex- 
pence, for it was not his difpofition to ftarvc 
any caufe he took in hand, foiled his adverfa- 
ry in all his attempts, and not only recovered 
f^om him the places he had unjuftly pofleiTed 
himfelf of, but alfo obtained feveral decrees for ^ 
coftfe, by which hfe turned "him out 6f f6 many 
other parts of his eftate, that he had not left* 
him a penay to fee an attorney to carry, on thfc 
fait any l6nger, though his proud and litigious 
temper would not permit him to give it tip. . 

MattCff 
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Matters were in this fituation, when the 
agent propofed filing a bill diredlly againft 
the coufin, who (he faid he had received un- 
doubted intelligence) had entered into a pri- 
vate agreement with the other to fupply him 
with money to go on wjth his law-fuit, and 
affift him alfo with his intereft to recover 
his lofles. This was a dire3 breach of a 
former agreement between him and his loid- 
fhip, by which he had obliged himielf not to 
meddle in the difpute at all ; the agent was for 
falling upon him without any ceremony, al- 
ledging, that it was much better to be plaintiff 
thaji defendant in any i'uit; as muft certainly 
be their cafe if they were not before-hand with 
the oihef, who was at that very time preparing 
to attack thtm, as appeared by feveral late in- 
fiances of hi& behaviour^ 

To this propofal his lordibip did not thinjc 
proper to give a determinate anfwer, till be 
fhould confult with the reft of his tenants and 
fervants; as, by their leafes, they were all bound 
to defray the expences of any fuits which were 
for the general good of the eftate.. But when 
the agent acquainted them with his defign, 
though he fupported it with very ftrong rea- 
fons, and which in the.fequel proved to be virell 
founded,., they were all of a different opinion, 
and faid,^ it would be very imprudent to erv 
tangle themfelves in a new difpute before they 
were out of the old, efpecially as they were al- 
ready at a greater expence than they could well 
bear. 

The agent, whofe temper was too warm to 
brook oppofition, without any refpedl to his 
mafter^s prefence, flew into a violent pafllon, 

and 
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and called them a parcel of poor fpirited trim- 
ming fellows, who would lofe a pound to fave 
a penny. They weic not bcbind-hand with 
bim in abufe, but laid, that he was a hot- 
headed beggarly upftart, who, having no for- 
tune of his own to lofe, cared not what ex- 
pence or danger he drew others into. 

The lord thought it but juft, in fOch a cafe 
as this, to foUow the opinion of the majority, 
^nd therefore rejedted the agent's propofal. 
But he did not give it up on that account f but 
rcfolved to try another method, by which he 
•did not doubt of carrying his point. The 
great foccefs with which he had managed his 
mafter's btifinefs, ever fmce he had been em- 
ployed, had made him fuch a favourrOe with 
the tenants, and given hiiH befide fo great a 
confequence in his own eyes, that bethought 
his lordibip could not do without him, and 
WouW therefore fubmit to any thing rathtc 
than part with hrm. Full of this oprtiton, he 
wtnt to hitn next morning, and giving him up 
' his keys, in a kind of pet, told him, he was 
forry he could not ferve his lordftip any lon- 
ger, as he thought proper to prefer other peo- 
ple's advice to h'n. 

His lord(hip, as if he had been prepared 
for the thing, received the keys very calmly, 
and telling him he was alfo forry to lofe fo good 
an agent, difmiffed him moft politely, with 
thanks for his paft fervices. 

This was a ftroke the other was not pre- 
pared for. He ftood thunder- ftruck for fome 
moments; then, burfting into a flood of tears, 
•kiffed his lordfliip's hand paffionately, and^ 
Jecia/ing himfelf overcome by fuch goodncfs^ 

faid^ 
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faid, he was ready to fpcnd the laft hour of hia 
life in the fcrvfce of fo kind a matter. The 
confequence of this he thought would have 
been, that his lordfhip would direftly return 
him his loeys, and re-inftate him in hisemploy- 
merK, for he was far enough from defigning to 
refign it ; but he found himfelf difappointed \n 
this alfo. The lord, mtrch as he valued him 
for his abilities and honefty, both of which 
Were unqueftionable, had for fome time felt 
the warmth of his temper, not without unea- 
fiiiefs, and was glad of fo fair an opportunity 
of geKing rid of a fcrvant who had fhewed on 
many occafions as well as thid, that^e meant 
to be matter j not doubting but he had others 
in his family capable of managing his affairs 
with equal fidelity and judgment. 

The fxtuation of the late agent on chrs oc- 
cafion may be eriify c<jnceivt5. He retired to 
his own bctrfe, ami throwing himfeHf on hf» 
be4, gave hhtrfmd oj^to the mdft mortifying 
reHeflions. But what he felt from his own 
thoughts was nothing to the vexation he re- 
ceived from others. Such an affair-could not 
in the nature of things be long kept a fecreti 
The moment it came to the ears of his rela- 
tions, and dependants, that he had loft his 
employment, they all flocked about him, croak- 
ing like fo many ravens about a carrion ; fome 
, of them aflcing impertinent queftions, others 

( giving abfurd advice ; this upbraiding him with 

■ his raflinefs, that accufing his matter of ingra- 

ft titude 5 and all lamenting the difappointment 

] of the hopes they had built on his favour, till 

^ their noife and nonfenfe quite turned the poor 

I man's head 5 the confequence of whlcti w-w^^ 
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that in his delirium he wrote a letter tatfat 
clerk of. the parifb, which he was to read at the 
^^^ry? giving us a reafon for his throwing up 
his employment, that his lordfhip truly would 
no longer fubmit to be guided by him ; and 
therefore he did not think it proper to ferve 
him any longer. 

This effedually clinched the affain If his 
mafter had . even been inclined to over-look 
what.had paiTed, and take him into his fervice 
again, . the folly and infolence of this letter put 
it out of his. power ; as it would have been 
plainly acknowledging, that he refigned him- 
ielf abfolutely to his guidance. 

The late agent's enemies did not fait to ex- 
aggerate this unaccountable conduS in the 
moft malicious manner; but his lord viewed 
it on another light, and jjuftly imputing it to 
madnefs, not only toJki no notice of it, but 
alfo,. to comfort him in his diftrefs, generoufly 
gave him an annuity, fufficient to fupport him 
in the rank, of a gentleman, exprefHy as a re- 
ward, for his paft fervices} and wrote a letter 
with his own hand to his wife, who was aa 
high fpirited dame, and came from a good fa* 
mily, in which he Toothed her- vanity, by pay- 
ing her the compliment of calling her a lady. 

Though this aflof bounty proceeded meerly 
from the generofity of his ]oid(hip's heart, thi 
enemies of the late agent gave it a very diffe- 
rent turn. The fuccefs which the latter had 
had in his bufinefs, and his fanguine profef- 
fions of regard for the intereft of the tenants, . 
had won him their confidence and favour to 
fuch a degree, that they immediately looked 
u^oxi his. giving up his employment as a fxga 

that. 
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that there were fome fch ernes to their difad- - 
vantage in meditation, which he would not 
join in ; and, confequently, that their intertfts 
would be betrayed, and the law-iuit which he 
had conduifted with fo much credit, and 
brought almeft fo an happy conclufion, at 
fo great an expence, patched up in a paul- 
try manner, and all the money Idft. 

To leflen him, therefore, in the opinion of 
the populace, was confidered as the mofteffcc- 
tual method to ftop their clam©rs, and difable 
him from making mifchief between them and 
his lordfhip's iervants. For this f urpofe, to 
make the news of his having got the annuity 
foon enough and fufEciently known, the town- 
crier proclaimed it at the market crofs ; and it 
was immediately infinuated, with the greateft 
iiiduitry, that it was the price of his boafted 
regard to the tcnents ; that he had fold his in- 
fluence over them, and engaged to make them 
approve any meafures his lordftiip pleafed, 
however contrary to their intereft and honour. 

But though this ruined his confequence, rt 
was far from having all the efFed that was ex- 
pelled. The tenants feemed refolved to thinfk 
that their intereft was to be facrificed, becaufe 
the perfon who fucceeded to the management 
of his lordfhip's bufinefs was not immediately 
of their own chufing j and therefore, inftead 
of minding their work, and going to plough 
and cay, as they ought to do, they fpent their 
time tippling in ale-houfes, and railing at the' 
new agent, even before he had time' to do any 
thing that (hould (hew whether he was capable 
of the bufinefs or not ; and for fear this humour 
ibould cool, fome mifchief-making folks hired 



238 T H E R E V E R I E. "^^ 

a pacfc of ballad-fingers, to go about the ttrcttt . ^ 
fmging black-guard fongs of the agent and all -^ 
his frtends ; who, to return the compliment, 
got as fcurriious a crew as the others, who 
threw dirt and called foul names as fail as they, 
for their lives : fo that the whole village was 
in an uproar, and any flranger, who {bould 
have heard both fides, muft have concluded, 
riiat there was not a man in the parifli who 
was not a beggarly, loufy, lying, pick-pocket, 
vagabond, cheat and fcoundrei. 



CHAP. XVI. 

jf receipt for popularity. Turn a cafi^horfe to 
graze on a common, T]^e eld Jieward a^s ihg 
fecond part to the agent's farce. An hint by 
. the bye. 

THE lord, whofe own good nature made 
him wifh to .live in harmony with all the 
world, was greatly vexed at fuch fcandalou» 
wrangling thus under his nofe ; not that he 
knew it all either : the new. agent, who from 
a long acquaintance had a particular influence 
over him, let him hear no more of it than he 
thought proper, contriving to keep every one 
ffom him who (hould fay a word which he 
did not dLdate ; fo that his lordfhip was made 
to believe, that all the difturbance -and abufe 
came from the other fide, and was levelled at 
him, as well as his fervants. 

Though. 
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Though all the fervants were glad of the 
late agent's difgrace, in hope of (baring fome 
part of that power which he had engroflld fo' 
intirely to himfelf, that they were no more 
than meer cyphers 'in the family, the one who 
rejoiced moft openly^ was the old fteward. 

He had been many years a faithful fervant, to 
the beft of his knowledge and abilitiesf to his 
lord(hip*s family ; and though he was never 
thought to be fo clear-headed or refolute in the 
management of affairs as the late ageni, yet he; 
was very u.cful in fome things. He had made 
a confiderable party among the tenants, for 
this lord's father, when he came hrft to the 
eilate, to which he was apprehenfive of hav- 
ing his title difputed, by the generous manner 
in which he gave his beef and beer among 
them, for he was very well to pafs i« the worldj» 
and never failed to treat the mob with a bon- 
fire and a barrel of fting/) every now and then ; 
by which means he alfo won their hearts fo, 
that he had always a party among the pariflii-. 
oners, to choofe what officers he bade them, 
fo that he was able to carry any point he plea- 
fed at the vcftry, ^hich, to do himjufticc, 
was ev^r what his lordfliip dire&ed. 

By this extravagant way of living, it is truc^ 
he had- gone behind-hand a good deal, but he 
never ftopt for that, he had ftill fomething left ; 
and the ftewardfhip, which he had had fo long 
that he looked upon it as his own, brought 
him in a good penny befide^ that enabled him 
very well to live on at his old rate. 

The imperious manner in which the Ute 
agent behaved, h^d made the fteward long 
wilh to be rid of him ; but he did not know 

how 
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how to bring it about ; and, efpecially at this 
trme, he would not even attempt it, for fear of 
giving any hinderance to his lord's affairs, 
which the other managed fo well : biit when 
he faw it thus done to his hand he could not 
contain his joy, but ran up and down to every 
fcrvant in the houfe, from the butler to the 
fculHon, poking his nofe in their faces and, 
{baking hands with them on their happy deli- 
verance. Coming among the reft to the new 
agent, and addreffing him in the fame manner, 
** My good friend, (returned the latter dryly) 
** take care. Do not run mad with joy to- 
'* day, nor with grief to-morrow," 

The fteward's heart was too full to take no- 
tice of this fpeech now, but he underftood it 
when it was too late. I have obferved that th« 
new agent was in particular favour with his 
lord. Though getting rid of that over-bearing 
wrangler wa« a great point gained, it was far 
from being all that he had in view. The ftew- 
ardfhip was the thing he had fixed his heart 
upon. It was the firft place in rank in the 
fervice, and by the command of the calh, 
gave a power of every thing to one who had 
fpirit to exert it j which he was refolved to do 
to the utmoft extent, and not be encroached 
upon and brow-beaten by any under fcrvant, 
as the other had been. 

But, though he was fur e of getting the place 
from his lord when it ihould be vacant, the 
long fervices of the old fteward, and the inte- 
reft which his hofpitatity had acquired hint 
among the tenants, from the wealthieft of 
whom he had always found means to borrow 
any money his lord wanted till the rents came 
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in, made. him think.it n^ceflary to proceed with 
addrefs, in getting him turned off. For this 
reafon he paid him uncommon compliments^ 
and let him go on juft as he pleafed, in ex* 
pedlation of his doiog fomething, now that he 
was freed from rqftraint, that might give a 
colour for removing him ; but, whether by 
chance or defign, he difappointed his fcheme^, 
and proceed fo regularly that he could take no 

hold, of him. 

. This obliged him. to .qhapge his meafures. 
Accordingly he gave orders to the receivers, 
imder tbefteward, ((ome of whom, tho* brought 
in by him, and ui^der the greatefl: obiigatioiMk 
to his bounty, bafely bqtraycd him, the mon 
inent they fa w .bim tottor in his place) to per- 
plex the bufinefs of his ofHipe as much as pof- 
fible, and even difpute, his orders, which ic 
was not doubted, would put him off his guard, 
and make him give the advantage that was 
fought frfvagaifift him, by doing fomething 
irregular^^ff^ hi?, refentnfient. 

This . fcheme had the defired efiedt, though 
not precifely in the manner that was expec- 
ted. The (leward, ignorant of the fnare laid 
for him, in the ufu^lcourfe of his bufmefs gave 
one of the attorneys, concerned in carrying on 
the law-fuit, an order upon the receivers, foe 
a fum of money to clear pff his bill of cofts. 
't'he receivers, as th^y had been diredled madq 
a difficulty of paying it without an expreft or- 
der^froqi his^lordlhip. This was a d'lreSt at- 
tack upoix the fteward's authority. He raa 
inftantly to the lord, and fputtering out his 
ftory as well as his paflion would permit him, 
. demanded that thofe irifolent fellows ftioviVd W 
; Vol. II. M ^v^- 
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difchafged directly or he could not do his bu* 
Ikncis any longer. 

The lord, who by the bye was prepared for 
this fecund part of the agent's farce, anfwered 
h.m carelelsiy, that he was ibiry lo iolc fo old: 
t fervant; and, turning afbout, wajk(;d away, 
humming a tune. The kewaid, who had Jivcd 
m a kind of familiarity with the late lord, could 
not bare fuch aflig4its^ h« left the room di- 
redUy, and ran about the whole houfe, telling 
every one he met how ill his lordfliip' had ufed 
him. 

But he foon found that he had more caufe of 
complaint than he knew of ; foe the very next 
morning his letter of attorney was fuperieded, 
and the flewardfhip given to the new agents 
who thus got the whole bufinefs into his own 
hands, having put a creature of his own into 
the agency, who dared not to difobey his or* 
ders in any thing 

It is not eafy to defcribe the 61 ^'^eward'A 
aftonilhment at fuch an unexpedtdi ftroke^ 
hov^ever, he preferved the dignity of his oha- 
rader much better than the )ate. agent had 
dones for when he waited upon his lordfliip^ 
to give him up his keys, &c. he made no rneani 
attempts to recover his favour and keep his 
j^lace ; and when the lord, in the goodnefs of 
his heart offered him an annuity alfo, being; 
unwilling that he (hould want in his old days^ 
he refuled it with difdain, ddclariilg it fhould 
never be faid, " that old True-finny who had 
•* fpent fo many pounds in good beef andftrong 
^' beer,, in his lordftip's iervice, wasgkid ta 
** take up with a pault/y annuity at laft;^ 



T H ft R EVE ft I E. 243 

Such a return for his labour and expence 
(hould have been fufiiciehc to open his eyes to 
fhe folly he had be^n fo long guilty of, and 
have taught him to live frugally and quietly the 
remainder of his days ; but the habit had taken 
too fad hold on him to be ever fhaken off. 
The moment he went home to his own houfe, 
he gathered all his old pot companions and 
trencher- friends about him, and fell to carouf* 
ing as ufual, flatterihg himfelf with a foolifli 
hope, that they would ftarid (o fifnily by him" 
at the next veftry, that his lord fhould not be 
able to have his bufiriefs done, and therefore 
muft be glad to give him his place again. 

While he fquandered away the remains of 
his fubftance in this idfe nianher, and his new 
friend the late agent (for fociety in difgrace had 
united them) fat brooding over his rcfentment, 
and meditating fchemes of reVenge, the n^w 
fteward was far from enjoying his triumph in • 
happihefs. The fall of his predecefTor, who 
had fo long thought hiitifelf as firmly fixed as 
man could be, was a warning to him ^ and 
though he took all poflible care to fecure him* 
fdf, by filling every place in the family, dow.n 
to the very ftable-boy, with his dependants, 
and letting no body, as I have obferved be* 
fore, come near his lord, who he was not fa- 
tisfied was abfolutely in his interef):, yet his 
fears every moment formed new dangers to 
torment him 5 and he could not fee his lord 
fmile upon the moft devoted friend he had in 
the World, without feeling a jealoufy of having 
his own arts played upon himfelf, and bei/ig 
fupplanted in bis turn as he had fupplanted th^ 
ethers* 
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However groundlefs thcfc fears were at fiKft, 
they'foon threatened to realize the dangers 
which were only of their own creation. . That 
opcnnefs and gayety of temper, which firft 
gained him his lordChip's favour, gave place to 
gloomy filence and referve ; and the univerfal 
benevolence and philanthropy which gave ir- 
rcfiftable charms to his cohverfation, and com- 
manded the efteem of every good mind, were 
foured into jealous envy, and fufpicion, that 
fickened at the mention of a virtuous a&ion. 



CHAP. XVII. 

An holiday^ and a jolly- day, A fumptuousfea/l^ 
and a rareejhew. 

C O many fucceflive inftances of folly, which 
^ ould thus poifon a profufion of happinefs, 
and turn it into mifery, filled me with the moft 
melancholy reflexions ; but I was foon diverted 
from them, by fomething of a lefs ferious na- 
tJre. 

The conftable of the village in which the 
lord's houfe flood, in conformity to old cuftoms, 
made a ^^i^ at this time for his lordfhip and 
his who'e family, to which he fent them a fo- 
1 run invitation by the parifli officers. Sucif 
Ti fee no prom i fed fome amufement at leaft. I 
iherefoie returned with the officers who had 
c(>me upon this important errand, deflrous to 
/ee the whole procefs of fo extraordinary an 
%ffzit. 
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As the fcaft was to be given at the joint ex- 
pence of the village, the principal inhabitants 
had ailembled at the conflable's houfe, and 
were fitting over a pot of beer, waiting for 
the return of thofe who had been fent with the 
invitation ; though the whole was a thing of 
courfe, their anxiety was fo great that not one ' 
of thtm could fpeak a word till their arrival : 
the moment they entered the room', all the reft 
laid down their pipes, adjufted their perriwigs, 
and wriggling their chairs nearer to the table, 
liftened to the account with open mouths, and 
looks of the profoundeft fagacity* 
' *' Well, gentlemen, (faid the conftable, who 
•* fat in an ar^n-chair to Ihew his authority) 
•<* fi.nce his lordfhip has condefcended to accept 
•* of our invitation, we (hould take care that 
«« every thing is prepared* i^ the beft manner 
•* for his reception. There will be many 
♦* things wanted to make a proper appearance 
•* on fuch an occafion, and no one would flop 
** at a trifling expence, efpecially as the money 
•* will be laid out among ourfelves." 

This fpeech opened every mouth in the 
room at once. " We (hall all want new 
*' deaths," cried the taylor. 
— " New fhoes," — faid the (hoe-maker. 
— — *' New dockings," — faid the hofier* 
— ** New wigs,'* — faid the barber. 
— — " Our horfes muft be (hoed^" — faid the 

farrier. 
— — " Our houfes repaired,"— faid the brick- 
layer. 
— -<« Our chimneys fwept,"— faid the chim- 
ney-fwceper. 

M 3 P— — « Qvit. 
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choice ; but in this they were very near falling 
into as great confufion as before, every one 
being ambitious of the honour. At length, 
however, and with difficulty, it was fettled ; 
and then the felefled few withdrew to the next 
ale-houfe, to confult undifiurbed upon the af- 
fair. 

When they were feated and had fmoaked a 
whifF or two, to fettle their heads, the confta- 
ble, who by his office was one of the numberj 
opened their deliberations. *• Gentlemen, 
^ (faid he, puffing oat a pillar of fmoak) I be- 
•' lieve I may fay, without vanity, that there is 
*' no one in this company who undeiftands 
** thefe matters better than I do : I keep a good 
•* houfc myfelf, an hot joint every day, and 
^* roaft and boiled, both, on fundays ; biefide, 
** my wife, it is well known, was bred up in a 
*< gentleman's family, and there learned a pro* 
** per notion of doing things genteely. It iamy 
*< opinion, therefore, that you leave the wh9ii 
** to me, and I will prevail upon her to give 
♦* me advice.** 

" With your leave, Mr.conftable, (anfwer- 
** cd a perfon who fat oppofite to him, and 
•* heard him out witl> great impatience) though 
*• it be your luck to be in office this year, there 
•* are others in the parilh who keep as good 
^< houfes as you ; and I believe my dame alfo 
•* has as good an opportunity of knowing thefe 
** matters as another : I ferve two or three" 
•* gentlemen who keep French cooks, and fhe 
•« never goes to their houfes wilh^goods, that 
** (he does not learn fome new piece of cook* 
*• ery from them \ for (he is a well-fpoken bo- 
•^ d/, and always alked to fit down among the 
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^^ upper fervants ; and then fhe is (o fond of 
•* praftifing what flie thus picks up, that I 
** hardly ever know the name of what I eat ; 
•* but fhe tells me they are quite the mode, and 
•* fo I fubmit ; though, in truth, I cannot fay 
'^ but I ihould often prefer a cut of honeft o!d 
'* England 5 in my opinion, there is nothing 
" beats, a roaft fir-loin.'* 

This eloquent fpeech was followed by one 
as eloquent from every one prefent, declaring 
his own ability fbr this important affair, and 
putting in his claim to it. At length, when 
" all faw that not one would give up his preten- 
fions to another, they came to an agreement, 
that each fhould draw a bill of fare according 
to his tafte and judgment, out of which they 
imagined they (hould certainly beable to make* 
a proper choice.^ 

Accordingly, they all went to work 5 and the* 
ftreams which flowed from every mouth, while 
they were writing, proved with what candour 
they fet down the things, they liked beft,^ and 
how glad they (hould be to eat thein. 

The bills of fare, produced upon this occa- 
fion, (hewed that the £ngll(h were not dege- 
nerated, in their ftomachs at leaft, from their 
ntighty anceflors. Buttocks upon buttocks, 
and firloins without number.-— Legs of pork, 
and faddles of mutton.— —Fillets of veal and 
flitches of bacoa*— -— •Hams by the dozen, and 
fowls by the groce.—— Flocks of ge^fc, and 
droves o£ turkies.— -In fliort, the quantities 
of meat, whetvthe bills were, all read over t^- 

Srethcr, turned' the ftoo^ach of every one pre- 
ent,. and made them readily accept the prop3- 
fal of the man of th^ houfe, who undertook ^c\ 
M5 WvcSioL 
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furnifh out a magnificent feaft^ if they would 
leave the whole to him. This great point be- 
ing thus happily fettled, they fettled their fio- 
onachs alfo with a glafs of right coniac, aod 
then retired to their refpe£iive homes> to give, 
their wives an account of thofe importaiu 
tj-anfa6lions. 

The fufs which was raifed aqnong the fe- 
males upon this occafion, is not to be defcribtd. 
All their finery w^s immediately drawi? forth. 
s^nd examined; and then fuch CQnfultatioQS, 
and difputes w4tb one goiBp or another ; fuch a 
clatter with m^Dtua-makerSi and milliners, ^ 
putting lappets to this, su)d flounces to that, 
altering and turnings to fet all things in order 
for making a proper appearaniP^e before my lord 
and n>y l^^y* that every hqufe in the whole 
village was a fcene of litter and diftradlon, 
from that till the day of the feail j many a poor 
tradefman facrificing more than a yearns' profit 
of his bufinefs to his wife's vanity.* Not that 
the hufbands entirely neglefled to adorn them- 
felves either ; but as their wjves care was chief- 
ly about their tails^ theirs was confined to their 
heads, upon which every one heaped a bundle 
of grey hairs, as an emblem of his wifdom and. 
experience, more huge than ever grew upon, 
the oldefl gpat on Gilead; he that peeped out of 
•the larseft fleece thinking he cut the moA re* 
fpeflable figure. 

As for the feafl, the ale-houft man was not 
a moment at .a lofs in providing it. He! had. 
foxipierly been fwllion in a geptlieman's kitchin,' 
fothat he was iiot utterly unap^jn ted bim- 
felf with the nafly ways of toffing up nice^ 
djibes 3 and now^ with the help of aji old 
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Frmib ivoman wha fold Bif-^-la-mode in a ctl* 
lar, a Gerniafi who made Bchgna fauiTages, and 
a ^fw who travelled about the country with 
ginghr-hread aixl chiefi-cakesy he made up a fuf- 
ficient nu^t^ of thingi with hard names, to 
fati^fy the vanity of the entertainers, and poi- 
fon all their guefts, had they been fools enough 
t6 tafte them ; bani(bing the wholefome vidu* 
ats of the country to the tables of the fervams, 
as coar .e amd unfa(hionable \ and giving no* 
thing in the wa^ that God made, or nature re- 
quired it for nouiifliment and health. 

« Nor were the decoration« lefs elegant and 
grand tlian the feaft. As every trade in the 
parifh had a reprerenta:tfve in the fet, to wt)oih 
the management of matters were committed, 
it may be th<kight that they had a ^per un* 
dcrftanding among themfelves, and did* not 
neglect any article, however unnecefTary and 
ev^en abfurd, which could poffifaly be foifted in 
to fweir their refpeftive bills. 

CHAR XVHI. 

** hnpreffes qwnnt eaparifins^ and ftieii\ 

*' Bafes^ and t'mfol trappings I gorgioui knights^ 

^^ Ihenmarjhaltd fioft 

^* Serv'd up in hall^ wiibfswers andfmiAalt^ 

/t T length the much wi(hed-for day arrived* 
-f^' Words are too weak to convey an idea of 
the noife, hurry, and confufion, which reigned 
through the whole village \ it feemed as iC^ 
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chaos was come again. The ftreets, the lancsi- 
the tops of the houfes were filled with gaping 
crouds, who left their houfes, at the firft dawa 
of the momiiig, to fccure the moft cpnvenienc 
places where they might fland faftingiall day, 
to fee others .go to a feaft, in tlie afternoon*. 
Nor were the happy few, who were admitted 
to the envied honour of feeing thern eat, more 
provident. The thought of fuch a fight too}c 
away their appeties ; and befides, tl^ey could 
not fpare a moment from the important work, 
of drcffing^ to take the leaft refrefhcnent. 

Tired of fuch complicated foUy, I turned to 
hislordfhip's houie, tofeein what light he, and 
his attendants, looked upon this grand affair. 
My former knowledge of his natural good &nfe 
made me judge that he was above being infe£l- . 
ed with fuch abfurdities. I was not deceived,. 
He looked with pity upon the extravagance and 
folly of his tenants, at the fame time that he 
received every teftimony of their attachment, 
with pleafure. But his fervants were far 
enou^^h from being fo cool. The gaffion for 
feeing, and being fcen, raged as viokntfy in 
them 23 in the villagers themfelves,, and pro-- 
duced effeds to the full as ridiculous,. 

When it was time for his lordfliip to go ta- 
this grahd feaft, he was fummoncd by a pro- 
cefBon, from the village, who came to wait 
upon him. The extravagancies (hewn upon • 
this occafion exceed defcription j devices witln - 
cut deftgn^ antics and emblems^ deftitute of mean^ 
ingy humour f cr ingenuity, led the -van j aj/is sfi 
fiir'd'gowns^ and lambs in pajie-board armour y 
marched lovingly together. Fo^ls, from the- 
Band of naturcy dropped their broa^ji fneers,. 

and 
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and grin'd as ravages ; in a word, every guife^ 
that folly could put on, without even attempt- 
ing to mimick reafony nnade up the motley ca- 
valcade, and kept the croud agape. 

,. When they had expofed themfelves in this 
manner through the whole village, they uflier- 
ed their guefts into the places appointed for their 
entertainment, where they were marfhalled 
according, to their different ranks. I went 
with the croud, and took my ftation in the ' 
place from whence I could moft conveniently 
fee all that pafied. 

L ThcL numbers of every age, fex, ar>d rank„ 
which I faw around me, prcfcnted fuch a com- 
pli<:ated fcene, that.notwithftanding the extri- 
ocdinary powers confered upoi> me by my guides 
my eyes were dazzled, my head grew gtddy, 
acid I Was unable to view it with that diftindl- 
ncfs which alone could give me pleafure. I 
hpng down my head, difappomted and abafhed, 
and fwelling with an hopelefs figh, " O that 
*Sl had my kind- guide here now (faid I}to de» * 
** Jiyer me from this corifufion and diftrefs, b)r 
*^ dirdciing my attention to the objects moft 
^1 worthy of it, and enabling me to over-loolt 
**! every thing elfe, as he did before.** 

I had fcarce uttered- thcfe words, when raif- 
iog my eyes, I faw, to my inexpreffible joy, my^ 
guide ftanding before me. ** I heard your 
^^ wifb ^faid hie,fmiltng at.my furprize) and am 
*'- come to gratify k. I fee your fenfes fink 
** under the preflure of fuch a multitude, and 
**- variety of objeds."— — Say ing this he touched* 
inyeyes once more with his wandj when in* 
flantly the mUts which fwam before them were^ 

difpelledv 
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dilpellcd, and I beheld all dungs with the 
greateft clearnefs and accuracy. 

When I had indulged my curiofity for fome 
time in gazing idly round me, ^^ The fcene 
«^ before you (laid my guide) is a juft reprefen- 
<< tation of the world in which .you are. This 
«< truly may be called, 7bi Paraife of F$§ls. 
<« You have feen with what eagernefs and pains 
*« thefe people prepared themfi^cs for this great ' 
<« occafion ; with what anxiety they panted for 
«* the arrival of this moment ; and yoa now 
« fee to what a wife end ! In fuch pur(uits is 
«< the life of man, in general, confumed. He 
«< looks forward to fome particular objeA, 
^< paints it in the colours moft pleafing to his 
*< imagination ; and then, full of the idea, 
«< flights the enjoyment of every thing elfe, and 
«( fixes his happinefs on the attainment of this; 
<^ but when he has fucceeded, when that for 
«< which he fo long fighed, fo eagerly laboured, 
«^ is at kngth in his pofleffion^ his wiChes are as 
«^ unfatisfied as ever, and he fbds it is no more 
<^ than gaping aiafiq/f,wbicb others art eating. 
^* The perfons who compofe this croud are 
<* principally the inhabitants of the village, and* 
<* the fervants and attendaaits of the lord and' 
«« his lady. The dif&reat purfiiits of thefe two 
«^ claflfes of people uftd formerly te creaite aa 
^^ groat a difierenee in their manners, and ap- 
<< pearance v but of lao? the cafe is (juit^ alter- 
*^ ed ; the bounds, which were wont ta&pa- 
<* race them are for the mofl' parr brdsen dowvi, 
*^ and> they intrude into- each other's provinces ' 
^^ without diftin£bon \ his lordifaip's< ^rvanni^ 
^^^ and the gendemen of their neighbDurhood^ 
^^/^afiifipg every mean craft to get money, 

"for 
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*' for which they were jKCuflomcd to defpife 
*' and ridicule thic villagers | as thefe, in their 
<* turn, aiFe<£l all the follies and vices of the 
^< fafhion, and with an aukward piofufion run 
<^ into the expences and extravagancies which 
^^ ufed to mark the charadcr of the others. 
'^ Hence you fee tradefcoen keep hounds and 
^' running horfes, and their wives go as fine 
^* as ladies J while gientlemen turn fioc^f jpb* 
<* bersy and coqnpound their debts to cheat tbeie 
^< creditors : ^nd this is the reafon of that odd 
<^ cpntraft, that contradi^on of chara^er in 
" every face you meet. 

^* Juft as tbefe general refleftions are^ tbey» 
<* will be ftillmore convincing when (^onfir^neib 
*' by particular inftances. Obferve^^t ovciw 
<^ grown heap of mortality who fweata beqe^tk 
** the load of hex lace, and jewels* From the 
*^ fplendour of her appearance, you might rea>« 
^^ fonably conclude that (he was a perfon of the 
^^ firft rank ; but' examine her nearer, and you 
'^ will fee that the meanneb of her looks ful- 
'^ lies the luftre of her diamonds, and her oveiv 
^^ a&ed airs pJF^entility flxew that (he is not ift 
^ her natural ipbere. 

<'^ She was the daughter of acountry farmeiv 
^* who diougb be had feveral good farms of hie» 
*< own, was fo bad a manager that he n^ve« 
•* could keep a penny in his pocket. To pre^ " 
*^ vent his pofterity's feeling the fame incon>« 
^^ Vieniencies^ he married his daughter to that 
*^ perfon, woo. fits neither afleep nor awake ia 
*' yonder cornier, a (bop-keeper in the village, 
^^ tbat (be might he able to go to the till, and 
<< take.out money,, whenever (he pleafed. Fp5 
*^ fome time they bad. good bufinefs, ^d went 
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•* on very well, till he unluckily got in witli 
^* fome of his lordfliip's people, whom he muft 
** immediately imitate in all their ways, drink- 
*' ing and caroufing at every public houfe in 
•* the parifli ; while his wife,, not to be lefs 
** genteel than he, fcraped an acquaintance 
" fome how at a puppit-fhew with one of her 
•' ladyfiiip's maids, from whom fhc learned all 
'^thofe fantaftic airs, and became fo fine a 
** gentlewoman, that flie would fcarce vouch- 
** fafe to take the leaft notice of the grecn-i. 
•* erocer'is or haberdaflier's wife, at the next 
«* door, or indeed any of her old neighbours 
^ in the village, with whom (he had been in- 
** timate before. The confequence of this was,^. 
^^ that while j(he was learning fafhions, among^ 
** herladyfcip's maid's, and he' tippKng at the 
** tavern with my lord'^men, or perhaps trcat- 
*• ing them in his own houfe, his fhop was 
" neglefted, and his bufinefs left at fixes and 
** fevens. 

" But their folly is ftill aggravated by this . 
«-circumftance, that the perfons, for the fake 
•* of whofe company they all do this, laugh. 
** at them the whole time^ and-would not fail 
^^ to turn their very ruin into ridicule* . Of this- 
•*^ they both have-had inftances enough to open 
•* the eyes of any who were refolved not to ► 
•* fee. One or two of thefc may not be unen-» 
•« tertainingv 

** As the wife's education had been entirely^ 
*« in the country, her father took plcafure in 
** feeing her pra£Mfe all the rural fports he had 
♦' formerly excelled in Hmfelf j by which 
<< means iJie could foon cudgel, vault, and play; 
^Jf-at cricket as well as any of the ruftic fwains 

*• around 
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'^^ around her. Of thefe polite accompliflhmehtl 
** (he could not forbear boafting, in the pride 
** of her heart to her new acquaintance ; who, 
'' to humour her vanity, and expofe her follyi 
** not only feemed to approve of them, but al- 
*' Co mifchievoufly encouraged her to difplay 
•' her dexterity at them in public companyi 
*' while, under a fneer of feeming applaufe, mc 
** joined in the general laugh againft her. 

** There is nothing that betrays a weak head, 
** into more or groffer abfurdities, than imita- 
** tion. The great emulation among the fe- 
^< male fex at prefent is, who fliall gather the 
** grcatcft number of pcrfons, no matter whc- 
•* ther of their acquiantance or not, or how in* 
^^ famous in life or charader, provided they 
*^ drefs well, and will game, at thofe nocturnal 
*^ meetings, called with emphatical propriety^ 
« Routs. 

^^ As thi» woman's new acquaintance was 
'< particularly famous for the multitudes that 
*< always alTembled on thefe occafions, fhe toa 
** muft have her Routs^ to (hew her politenefs 
*• and importance. An afFair of fuch confe- 
*• quence required much deliberation. Whoni 
** to invite, and where to put them, were the two 
•' material queftions. The way to the parlbur 
** was through the (hop ; that therefore would 
** not do by any means j and the room up- 
** flairs, which for fa(hion-fake was called the 
** dining-room, was fo little, that three females 
*' in full drefs could not move in it together, 

** After much coufultation, a lucky thought 
" at length removed both the difficulties. As 
^* the route was defired out of pure refpeft to 
** her new acquaintance^ (he judged that It 
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^^ would not be proper to invite any peribn to 
*^ it, who was not a fit companion for her. 
^* This reduced the number to the conflab1e*8 
•' wi/e, and two or three more, and'cven thcfe 
** were deiired to come without their hoops, 
** tha^ they a>jght not incommode her, a com-* 
** pliment, tkgtit was thought could not fall to 
*^ pleafe her. Tbefc difficulties being thu« 
** happily got over, the iady was applied to, to 
^ fix her own time, and carcis of invitation 
*' fent accordingly to the reft of the intended 
♦* company. 

^* But an unlucky accident had like to hav« 
*^ fpoUed all, in tl^e very critical minute. 
*' When the dining-room was fw;epA o^t clean, 
<^ and ligjhted up in readinafs, the mi^c^ o£ 
** the rfi^u w«nt doif n, gnd fat in the 'par« 
^< lour to be 34: hand to receive her» principal 
^' gueft, before whofe arrival (he did not 
^< think it proper that the reft fl^mJd go up 
^< ftairs. While tjiQ W^^ted thus, witl^ l^art 
^* fit ft pajt, for the rap at the door» the appren^ 
*^ tifiis^ whjo hjad put on bis funday-clodths t» 
• ^^ jp^iatf as a fecvant out of livery on the oc^ 
*< cafign* happeiKd to peep into the diningo 
^< room, and not leeing a great chair at the 
*< upper end of it, as he had obferved in the 
*' dub-room at tbs alehoufe where he ufed 
^< foioetimes to go for his maft;er, he conclud>- 
^Sed it was forgot in the hurry. He refolved 
*< therefore to correct fi;ich unov^rfight, with- 
*^ put faying any thing oif the matter, that the 
^^ furp^ize might enhance his merit with his 
** miftrefs : accordingly he would not go down 
^^ for his mafter's fmoaking*cbair, that ftood 
*^ by the kitchen ^r^e^ buf opening the bed« 

** chamber 
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^^ chamber to look for oik there, be unluckily 
^' c^ft his eye on t)>e nigh^chair, by his mtf'- 
*^ trefs's jsed-fidC) and never confidering what 
^^ it W;as, brought it out, pan and 2^11 ajp ijt i|ppd^ 
*^ and placed it in ft^te at the uppor end of the 
" dioing^room. 

^« He h^d icar^e finifl^d this iiotable piece of 
<< ma^ageo^nta when a thi)9deringa{ the door 
^* proclaiiBi^ the l^*s ajrrival» to the whole 
^^ neighbourhood. Thf ne^^tnad^ g^ooqi of . 
5* d^ cb^mbera M^^nfly 4ew io hif pioft, hj^^py 
>' ih the tboi4gbtof wh^ bf b^d donf , i^nd held 
^< ope,n the door, wbilft bis aiiftfifjCs- i^yed her 
** g«*?ft* wftaiw* , . 

<« Tim tedy, wbi^^f ^p^rfc J^d thpw^m »• 
«^ ipogf r f mf^fd^i f09iH> \\^n A« irii^ AfMck 
<f wi^ $b# AlJH ^ tbct i^99}»fbpiMI! #f fiiffn^ 

^* Ib^ ri»c.b#r9d b#r 9^i}« up |# bff ey#»Ji«d 
V ^cpi«g fLw«iy» m?}RW«^ i» ^ ^ci #f 4i%pftf 

« Tb^ miftieif of tii#ri««^^ firbo b««ight 
^^ iup itl)4^r«^» #ikI^ b*d «# yef/jpnirint^^b* 
«< 4^pm m ^ tib^ b^fid iSighc, Mr h^afd di£* 
^< tjn^y what ^f bdy £ftid, imagiii^ fiiewM 
<^ t9}cefi fudd/eiity ^^ ivid ran ur ^ ^^r ^^ 
*^ kwwh»t Mr^j^imtfeer^ I^d/ «voiMti4 
« (fnuffled her ladyihip tbl-iiugjb her bjwdbcr*. 
** chief, which flie held to her nofe) where 
•* have you brought me ? What is that ? 

<< It is impoffible to exprefs the aftonifh- 
** ment and confufion of the other, when (he 
<' faw the unfortunate chair. Ruined and un«« 
<< done ! exclaimed Ihe, as Ihe fainted away 
^< on the floor, where (he. lay for fome time 
*' before (he could be brought to herfelf.) 
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•* In the mean while one of the comptf- 
** ny, perceiving the caufe of all this con- 
•* fufion, ordered it to be taken away, and 
*^ afTuring her ladylhip, that it muft have 
** been brought there by fome miftake, as flic 
'^ herfelf had been in the room but a few mi- 
•* nutes before, when fhe could vouch that 
** there was no fuch thing to be feen, her la« 
^^ dyfliip was pacified ; and, when the miftrefs 
•* of the houfe at length recovered, conde- 
** fcended to comfort her^ and even ftayed four 
"^^ minutes longer than fhe had defigned (for 
^* flie had many vifits to make that afternoont 
^* and could not poffibly fit down to cards) to 
•« (hew that (he was not offended; though, not* 
^< withftanding all her good-nature, me told 
"^^ the whole affair, with feveral ingenious iT- 
^* luftrations of her own in every company (he 
^< went into that night ; which was the real 
^ motive of her being in fuch haftc to go away* 

^^ fiut this ridiculous end of an affair/ that 
^* coft the per fon before us fo much zAkie^ 
^^ ty, was not fufEcient to make her fee her 
^* folly. She goes on ffill in the fame ftrain 
^^ of aukward imitation, facrificing every folid 
•« happinefs of life to the abfurd Vanity of ftriv- 
<< ing to appear in a character for which nature. 
f« never defigned her." 



CHAP. 
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CHAP- XIX. 

In what the great are eafiejl to be imitated. This 
humble amiition more dangerous^ if .efs ridicU'-% 
louSy in man than in woman. . Another inter'-' 
view with a couple of old acquaintances. 

** '^JOR is her hufband more fortunate, in 
** -^-^ his attempts of the fame kind. . Behold 
•* him yonder, dozing off his Jaft night's de-; 
•* bauch. The virtues of the great are gene- 
<< rally above the ambition of their inferiors ; 
** but their follies and vices are of eafy irni-? 
^' tation. By thefe they defcend to jhe level 
«* of the loweft part of the human fpecies, who, 
^< proud to refemble them in any thing, take 
«' every opportunity of aping their example* 
*^ Hence thofe unnatural inconfUlencies which 
•' offend reafon in every view of life. Servants 
*< maids in filk gowns, and countefTes drink- 
•* ing gin. Tradefmen keeping whores, and 
** lords riding races. 

" The bloated fea^res and burfting blood* 
*• {hot eyes of this perfon fhew how eagerly he 
•' imitates his betters in the moft beaftly vice 
** that can difgrace a rational being ; but his' 
** ambition flops not hear. Rcfolved to be 
^* upon an equal footing with the freeholdejs 
•< of the manor, he has made intereft to be put 
** upon the jury of the court-leet, that he may 
** have an opportunity of difplaying his abili- 
** tics and confequencc. 
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** In fpeculation, it mufi appear advantageous 
<< to have the trades-people admitted thus to 
<* (hare in the government of the manor, as 
<• they fliould naturally be foppofed to undcr- 
V fiand their own myiteries beft, and for that 
*' rcafon be moft capable of making fuch regu- 
^ lations as (hould promote trade, as veell as 
•* for their o^nintcrcft, moft careful to prevent 
*< the land -holders from burdening it with 
« unjuft or injudicious itnpofitiops. 

'' But experience has proved the vanity of 
« fuch expedations. No fooner can a tradef- 
^ man get upon the jury, than in ftead of tak- 
*< ing care of the intereft of this trade in gene- 
<< ra), he immediately enters into a combi- 
«< nation with the lord's fervants i and for the 
« fake of bringing their cuftom to his ewn 
•* (hop affifts them to .carry every by-law they 
«* propofe to ferve any prefect purpofc, how- 
<* ever rtiinous in it*s confec^uences tix the Very 
^^ trade in which he earns his bread. Thus 
<< for ififtance, a fhoemalter, for the fake of 
« fuppling fhoes for his- lordfhip's labourers, 
*< fhall con&nt to lay a tax upon leather, that 
«( muft ruin his craft in the end : and if they 
** betray their own trades in this manner, what 
<« will they fcruple to do to others ! 

"It is true, they take care to pay them- 
«* fclves well for this proftitution j the badnefs 
'«* of the goods they fupply, giving them fuch 
"an exorbitant profit in. rheir contfafl^s, that 
•< they expeft foon to be, and too often re- 
<« ally are, raifcd above the neoefBty of at- 
*• tending to their bufinefs, at the fame time 
<< that the poor labourers, who are obliged to 
^' take thefe goods as ^au q( vltx^vs, wages, fuf- 
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^ fer hardihips, fhocking to humanity, from 
^^ this double difhonefty. 

** But juftice obliges mc to acquit the per-. 
•* foa who gave occafion for thele refiedtions 
^ from all fuch defigns. Vanity was the fole 
*' motive for his getting upon the jury, and in 
*^ the gratification of that confift his only plea« 
^* fure and employment i though this inanity 
*^ is in it's eSe£t no lefs prejudicial, than the' 
•' venality of the others ; for as the ambition 
^ of his fiiatloW heart is to be upon good 
<* terms with his lordfhip's fervants, he never 
** refufds any thing they require : fo that the 
^ only difierence between his condu& and 
<* that of the others is, that he does thofe dirty 
•* jobs for nothing which they do for hire 

*• In* contraft to thefe inftances of vi- 

^ cious and abfurd vanity, behold in yon fait 

f ' meagre-looking perfon, and his wife, who fit^ 

^< behind him in t)^ croud, inftances of mean- 

^* ne($i eqirally vicious and out of character. 

*< The place in' which Hi^ftands fttews the 
^^rsLtik he- holds among his lovdfhip's fervant^^ 
•* to whteh he has been raifed, not for any 
^ perfbnal merit in hiiiifelf^ or liking of his 
•• mafier, but Tolely on account of iSe influ* 
^ ence which his weahh ^ives him among the 
** tenants I he beting poneBhd ofthegreateft 
•• property in the whole manor* 

*^ It has been (aid that Heaven fliews it's 
*• difijegard for richer, by the tinworthy ob*- 
•' jeSts on whom they arc generally befh>wed. 
*• The remark is ra^er- witty than juft ; but, 
^^ perhaps, there never could a ftronger in- 
** ftance bt alledged in &ppcrt of it than this 
^^ perfon. TlKHigk hi» weehk c«ft.t,4% tv<^\ 
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** only the wants of natui'c and reafon, but 
** alfo almoft the very wifties of avarice itfelf, 
*' his foul ftill yearns for more, with as much 
*' greedinefs as a wretch perifliing of fairiine 
*' can for a morfel of bred. The whole bu- 
** finefs of his days, his dreams by night, are 
*' how to encreafe his boMndlefs ftore, to do 
^' which there is not a mean or iniquitous art 
*' invented by the prevcrted ingenuity of the 
<^ human mind, when ibarpened and made> 
•* defperate by want, which be will not prac- 
"tife. 

** Verfed in the whole black myftcry of gam-.- 
<< ing, how often has be drawn in uxiexperi* 
^* cnced youth to ruin ? How often have the 
** rewards earned by the;-, o^erits of illufirioua 
" anccftors, the fruits of the induilry of ages, 
*< melted in the magic of bis heart, and funk in^ 
'** to his poflcffion ? 

*' Nor is he content with this exertion •of 
«< his (kill, which, infamous as it really is, 
<< cuftom, that can efface the diftindions of 
*^ nature, has fandified it with the name of 
<^ polite. For thofe uhofe fears may fortunately 
«^ prevent their encountering him at his fa- 
\^ vourite weapons, cards and dice, he fpreads 
y^ the inexplicable fnares of ufury, keeping a 
<^ public office for lending money to all who 
'* can give him. feci^rity on every contingency 
<* of life, the chances of which he has caku- 
<< lated with fuch accuracy, ^hat his expeda* 
<^ tions of gain are feldom difapointed. And 
*< this is the fource of his influence, there be* 
*' ing few of the tenants of the manor, and 
" more efpecially of his lordihip's fervants, 
^^ ivho are not in his debt. As for the p^ace . 

"he 
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** be holds in his lord's fcrvice, he fought it 
** only for the lucrative emoluments which at- 
^' tend it. Stranger to every praife- worthy 
^^ ambition , he fets honour at nought, and 
** grafps even at power, only as it brings him 
«< profit. 

C HA P. XX. 

H^ that plays at bowls mufl meet rubs. The 
biter drub'5. An old fox caught nap-^ 
ping. A penny faved is a penny got* Splen* 
diaaeconomy ; with the unfortunate candle-ad^ 
Venture, A mortijying injiante of the force of 
vanity^ 

*♦ TN the occorreneea of fuch a life, it is 
^ *« * not pofflble for all his art, confummate 
^* as it b, to fatre him from fome rubs. An 
♦* inftance in each charader of a gamefter 
^* and an ufiirer, will gratify honeft indigfta- 
♦« tion. 

«* Exerting his talents in the noble fdence 
**'of bettings Ibme time ago, at a cricket- 
<^ match, a butcher, whom he had taken in, 
*• (for the firft rule of gaming is, that it le- 
•* vds all diftinfHons ; a porter, who cna 
^ pull out a full purfe, being equal to a 
^ lord^ was fo provoked at being feV, that he 
♦' reforvcd to take fatisfaftion wirti his hands, 
** for the miftakc of his head, and paid him with 
** a hearty drubbing. 

Vol. 11. N ««Such 
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^^ Such an affair naturally made a noife ; 
•* but the fufFerer had tbcaddrefs not only to 
^< evade the fcandal, but even to turn it to 
*^ bis own advantage with his lord, making 
*^ him believe that he had met with fuch an 
^* infult on account of his known attach- 
^' ment to his intereft, the butcher being an 
*^ avowed partizan of a certain gentleman's, 
** who was at that time going to law with 
^^ bis lordfliip for the beft part of his eflate. 

** But he did not come oiFfo much to his 
^* own faii^fa£tion in an affair that happened 
*^ to him, foine time after, in his other capacity 
^*of an ufure^. A gentleman took up at his 
: ^oiEce a fum 6( nvoney, payable at the death 
*' of an uncle to Wliom he was heir ; for which 
•* he mortgaged the reverfion of his uncle's 
<^ eftate : as he did not rightly underftand the 
*< caku/ationsj he agreed to pay an exorbitant 
** premium ; but, his uncle dying very.foon, 
** when the ufurer went to demand his debt, 
*^ the gentleman expofiulated with him on the 
*^ unreafonablenefs of the terms which be had 
<< inadvertently fubmitted to, and offered him 
<^ the fum he had borrowed, with an handfoine 
^^ gratuity, befide the intereft allowed by the 
<< law. But the other, unmoved by any thing 
*^ he could fay, infilled pofitively on his whole 
** demand > and threatened to feize upon the 
<^ eflate mortgaged to him, if it was not paid 
" dircdly. 

^^ Incenfed at fuch iniquitous extortion, the 
^* gentleman had immediate recoutfe to a learn* 
** ed praftitio'K r of the law, to try if he could 
*< not hnv ivcw^u j who, on pcrufing the deeds 
«< which had hc^ii executed between them, 

" found 



THE REVtRIE. 267 

** found that, by an overfight of all parties, 
*^ the mortgage afFeSed only a very fmall part 
** of his eftatc, which was not worth half the 
^^ fum lent, much Icfs what was demanded ; g 
^* particular fubdenomination only, which had 
^' always been diftincSUy known from the reft^ 
*^ being named in the deeds. 

*' Though the gentleman was above taking 
^* any difhoneft advantage in fuch a cafe as 
** this, he thought it juftifiabl^ to fight the de*- 
*' vil at his own weapons, and defend hlmfelf 
** by any means he cpuld j accordingly he (cat 
*' the ufurer word, that if he would not ac- 
*' cept of his debt, with a bare legal intereft, 
** he might take poffeffion of the eftate mort- 
*^ gaged to him, as foon as he pleafed ; but^ 
'< at the fame time, let him know what that 
** eftate was. 

• ** Surprized at fuch a meffage, the ufurer in* 
** ftantly fent for his lawyers, who, upon con- 
*' fultation, informed him, that the affair was 
•* too true, and the miftake now irremediable 5 
«« and, therefore, he muft only ftrive to make 
«< the beft he could of it. When he had vent- 
<« cd his rage on his agents and lawyer, and 
*^ curfed himfelf for confiding in them, he was 
«* not adiamed to go in perfon to the gentle* 
«« man, to try if he could not prevail upop 
•« him, atleaft to give him the gratuity he had 
** offered at firft. But his arguments were 
** now as ineffectual as the gentleman's had 
** been before ; and, for once, he was obliged 
" to take only his juft debt, where he had 
** thought himfelf fecuro of finking the whole 
<< eftate* 

N 2 ^^ ^\i^^ 
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«* While >jc labours with this affiduity to 
•• heap up wealth by every iniquitous means^ 
^ his wife is equally diligent in her province, 
•* pra^fxng every fpecies of pariimony, how- 
^ ever ftrartdalous and unjuft, to cut of her 
^ tfadefrtiens bills, and Aorten (be moff ne- 
•* ceffary expences of life by favrng from the 
^ very bellies 6f hef fervftnts ; fof, however 
•• her fortune may feem to raifc bet above at- 
•* tention to fuch ittittutc oeconomy, there is 
•• nothirtg by which money can polfibiy be cot 
^ that file thinks beneath her. An affair that 
■^ happened not long fince, will (hew this in 
•* the ftrong^ft light. , 

•« It hasbccft femarked, rtiat themofl: oppo- 
•* fite and appareftrty irrcconcrfeable paffions 
** 6ften fpring from the fame canfe, and in- 
«« habit the fame breaft. The profufion that, 
^^ in a particular manner, m^rks the charader 
*« of the prcfeftt age, is blended with an ava- 
•* rice fo ftrong, a& to feem capable of coun- 
«' terafiing all it's effeAs. An inconteftiblc 
** inftance of this is the meftn praAice which 
*' prevails among thofc whofe elevated r^nl 
•« makes them lead the mode, of permitfing 
*« their fervants to receive hire from their 
«* gucfts. Upon this pradice fome of fupc- 
•* rior ccconomy have improved fo far as to 
. << lay a tax upon it, and bargain with their 
" footmen to defray a great part of the ex- 
«* pence of their entertainments out of thcfc 
** fcandalous perquifites. 

<^ But even this did not fatisfy this lady. 
** Her rank, as well as her eager paffion for 
*'play, laid her under a kind of neceffity of 
<^ making a fplendid appearance^ and invi- 

" ting 
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'^ ting as much company as (h^ could to her, 
** gaming parties. I have obferved that th« 
" cxpencc of thefe entertainments was borne 
** by the fervants. But ftil] theie was one 
** thing which fhe had fet her heart upon, 
** though cuftom had not yet given her a 
*^ right to it ; this was the pieces of candles 
** that remained after the company retired 
V from her routes^ which (he thought would 
** ferve in her family on ordinary occafionsj 
<< and fave the expence of buying \ but bovir 
** to get them was the difficulty, as the foot* 
«^ men, who found th^ lights, retained then 
** as their due. 

^^ At length, one night, when the compa* 
^< ny by (bme accident broke up much fooncr 
<^ than ordinary, fo that the candles were pot 
<* half burnt out, ihe was not able to refift 
•* the temptation, but refolVfed to have them 
^* fome way or other. Accordingly, as fooji 
^^ as the hurry was over, and the fervants, as 
<* {he thought, all gone to fleep, (he Aole 
<^ out of her bed, and went down ftairs, naked 
** to her fhift as (he was, with a deilga to 
^^ fteal them ; which (he imagined (he might 
•' eafily do, as the fervants, impatient to get 
** to reft after their fatigue, ufed only to blow 
*' them out, and to leave them in the candle- 
•* flicks, till they went to clean up the rooms 
'^ next morning. 

** It happened unluckily that one of the 
** footmen fufpecled fome of his fellows had 
'* found a way of opening the box, in which 
" their alms-money (for, literally, they flood 

like beggars to receive it) was kept, till it 
" was divided, and refolved to be upon the 
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•* watch this night, to try if he could difcover 
" the thief. 

^ " He had not waited long, when he heard 
** his miftrefs treading foftly thiough the 
^* apartments ; and imagining that ihe was the 
»' pcrfon he watched for, (for there was no 
f* light to let him fee who it was) he flood 
f* ftill till flie came to him, and then, fpreacf- 
'* ing his arms in her way, caught her, load- 
** cd as (he was with the pieces of candles, 
« with which flie had filled the fore part of 
•^ her Ihift ; for fhe had, in her hade, for- 
** got to bring any thing to carry them ofF 
« in. 

** It is cafy to conceive her furprize and 
<i confufion at fuch an encounter; nor was 
f* the fellow's niuch lefs. But the difcovcry 
** of her fituation foon reftored him to his 
*' fenfes, and inftantly fuggefted the method 
** of his revenge. *' And {o^ my dear, (faid 
^* he) you want wax-candles ! But I'll make 
** you pay for your pilfering-" Saying which 
** his prepared to gratify a paiEon more na- 
M tural at leaft, if not more delicate, than 

V that which had brought her into fuch a 
'* fcrape. 

** The lady, who could not be at a left 
*• to know what he dtfigned, was in the 
** higheft diftrefs. Her virtue inflantly took 
^* the alarm at fuch an attempt 5 but how to 
** avoid it was the difficulty. If (he fpoke 
*« to refufe him, (he knew her voice would 

V betray her, and fhe fhould be expofed for 
** ever, at the fame time that the fear of lofing 
** her booty prevented her letting go her hofd 
** to ftrugglc with him^ and flrive to repel 
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" forc^ by force. It is not ealy to fay what 
^ refolutiort (he would have taken in luch an 
" embarraiTment ; or, indeed, whether {he* 
** would have taken any before it was too^ 
** late, had not a very fingular circumftance' 
" moft unetpeiledly proved the fafeguard of 
•* her honour. 

** The fcHow had fcarce taken her in his 
*• arms, when the perfumes, which fteamcd 
** from every part of her, gave fuch offence 
*^ to his noftrils, accuftomed to no ftinks but 
** thofe of nature, that his ftomach inftantly 
<* turning, he difcharged it's contents fuih ill 
** her face, before he had time to let her go ; 
** and then damning her for a ftinlcing brim* 
** ftone, fpurned her from him with abhor^* 
<* rence. As foon as (he had wiped her face 
^* with her fleeve, and recovered her breathy 
•* flie picked up fome of the candles which (he 
** had dropped, and retired, the manner of her 
•* deliverance a good deal lefTening the plea- 
«* fure of it 5 though it was fome fatisfaAion 
*♦ to her, however, to think that (he had 
•^ preferved her booty, and efcaped undifco- 
** vered. 

" But, in the latter, flie foon had the mor- 
*' tification to find herfelf deceived. The fel- 
*' low told the whole ftory, with fome obvious 
** additions, to all the fervants next morning 
** at breakfaft, when her waiting woman, 
** (from whom (he could not poflibly conceal 
** fome part of it, as (he was obliged to have 
*' recourfe to her affiftance to get herfelf clean- 
" ed ; though at the fame time flie gave her 
** the ftfidleft charge not to mention a fyl- 
* * lablc of the matter, laying it upon her huf- 
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^ band, who (he faid, had drank a little tof> 
^* freely the night before) her woman, I fay, 
•* out of a principle of confcience, and that 
«^ none of her innocent fellow fervants fbould 
<^ be under fuch a fcandaloua afperfion, be« 
<^ trayed the whole fecret to them all, from 
<^ whom, through the channel of imelligenoe 
«' of their fraternity, it loon fpreadover the 
•* whole village. 

^^ The feaft you fee is finiihed, at which 
<^ you muft have obferved that the hofpitable 
<^ entertainers and their guefts feemed to have 
<^ exchanged charaders ; the former, willing 
<< to have fomething for their money, eating 
" as voracioufly as tf they were half ftarved^ 
^^ and never expected to meet fo good a meal 
<* again; while thelatter have been wholly taken 
«< la looking about them, and making good* 
*< naiured remarks on every thing they have 
*^ Teen* But, foft ! a curious fcene yonder 
** demands your attention for a moment, after 
^^ which we will return to the lady's hufband 
•* again, who will fupply more matter for 
** your obfervatfon." 

Juft as my guide faid this, I heard an up- 
roar at the door of the houfe, and, turning 
about to fee what was the occafion of ir, was 
witnefs to a fcene fufficiently ridiculous to 
have put vanity itfelf out of countenance* 

As his lordfliip*s late agent, who had been in- 
vited by the villagers to their feaft, was going 
away, a parcel of attorneys clerks and bai- 
liffs, who had been employed by him while he 
conduced the law-iuit, gatitered about him, 
and infifted on carrying him in triumph to 
his own houfe ontbeir fhoulders* 

The 
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The zeal of the poor fellows on this occa- 
lion was natural. The agent had given them 
conftant employment, in which, to do them 
juftice, they had earned their wages v^ry well, 
and on his lofing his place they apprehended 
the fuit would be made up fome how, and 
they fhould want work 5 they therefore took 
this method of teftifying their grateful regard 
for him, which they imagined might :^lfo con- 
vey an advantageous opinion of them to his 
fucceflbr ; but the affeded modefty with which 
he faintly repelled their attempts, while the 
vanity of his heart gliftened through the thin 
difguife, (hewed in the moft mortifying light 
the inability of roan's boaftcd reafon to refift 
irhe impulfe of the moft contemptable paffions. 
The fight was too ipainful ; I turned away, 
vexed and difgufted, while he went off in- 
toxicated with their empty fhouts and ap- 
|)laufe« 

The tumult and confufion at the breaking 

up of the company are not to be defcribed. 

** You fee (faid my guide) the conclufion of 

'** an affair that raifed fuch expe6btion. The 

^* life af man has not unaptly been compared 

-^ to a feaft, from whence fome depart empty, 

^' others fatiated ^ .and all unfatisfied and dif- 

'^<' appointed, and as impatient to get away as 

** they were eager to come. We will leave 

**>the entertainers to congratulate themfqlves 

*♦' on iheir elegant tafte and judicious conduft 

•' in this important matter, to fpread the fame 

•*',of which they have refolved to jhine the 

^^ common crier, to proclaim the bill of fave 

•' of their fumptuous entertainment at the 

^* marketncrofa, and follow that .perfon who, 

N 5 ^"^ ^^ 
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** as I told you, will foon do fomething that 
" fhall compleat his charadler." 



CHAP. XXI. 

Interejiing bintSj which fit fime matters muc^ 
canvajfed in a new light, 

AS foon as his lordfliip was returned honre 
^^ from the feaft, his fervants met together 
to confult upon the conduft proper for them 
to obferve in the prcfent critical conjundure. 
** While thefe people are making the unmean^- 
•* ing preambles (faid my gukle) with which 
** the mofl urgent bufmefs muft be uihered in, 
** I'll give you a few leading hints, to enable 
** you to enter the readier into the fpirit of the 
** fcene opening before you. 

** You Bhufl have obferved that the bubble 
** of the day, the fubjeft that engrofles the 
*t thoughts of all the inhabitants of the mar- 
*^ nor, is the law fuit in which they are 
'* at prefent engaged. About this they are dJ^ 
*' vided into two parties, direfily oppofite to 
•* each other in their opinions ; one for profc- 
** cuting it with the utmoft vigour, without 
*^ confidering what confequences may attend 
^* fuch a condu£^, or fetting any limits to 
" their expeftattons ; the other for compound- 
<< ing the difpute almofl at any rate, to fave 
** the cxpence of carrying it on. At the head 
•* of the latter is the perfon whom we have. 
^< followed Ji^itber 3 as the former flatter them- 
^ " fclves 
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** felves that they have the late agent on their 
** fide, becaufe he had conduced it with 
" judgment and fpirit, while he was in his 
«« office. 

"It is hard to fay which of thefe parties 
'* adts on the mod irrational principles. The 
*' one, from a mean and abfurd motive of 
'* parfimony, would betray the honour of their 
*' lord, and the intereft of the manor ; the 
** other, compofed principally of the varipus 
** retainers of the law, and tradefmen who 
•* make an advantage of fupplying them with 
** goods, on the lord's account, from motives 
** equally felfifh, though difguifed under the 
'* pompous pretext of public Ipirit, and a paf- 
*' fion for glory, which never fail to lake 
** with the mob, are for pufliing on their fuc- 
*' ceffes againft the diftates of reafon and juf- 
" tice, magnifying every advantage that has 
'' been gained as of the moft elTential im- 
'^ portance, and not only grafping at more^ 
** but alfo infifting on keeping all they have 
'^ gotten 5 while the former with equal fincerity 
^^ decry them as infignificant, and not worth 
'' the trouble and expence of acquirmg, much 
•* lefs of retaining, and therefore are for giv- 
" ing up them all indifcriminatcly. 

'* In the fame manner dc^they differ about 
*^ the conduft V> be obfervcd with fame of 
** their neighbours, who have taken part with 
*' them in the dii'pute ; thefe are for dropping 
•' them diredlly, and leaving them to (hi ft for 
** themfelves as well as they can, without re- 
** gard to any promifes which may have beeri 
*' made them to the contrary, or to their be- 
*' ing drawn into the fcrapc, merely becaufe 
N 6 <* ^i 



276 T H E R E V E R I E. 
*' of their being fome way conne£led with this 
•• manor 5 as the others are for fupportirig 
•* them, right or wrong, without ever confi- 
*' dering whether they are able to bear fuch an 
*' expence, or not. 

** It is obvious that the right courfe lies in 
*« the middle between thefe opinions, could 
•* their direftors divcft themfelves of preju- 
<< dice, to difcern and find refolutioa to pur- 
*' fue it. As the fuit was entered into at firft 
** not wantonly, or from a litigious difpofi- 
*'* tion, but to afiert a legal right, and recover 
" loffes unjuftly fufFered, it would be both 
*^ di^fiionourable and weak to drop it before 
*^ thofe ends are obtained ; and if in the courfe 
<< of the conte(): fome acqutittions have been 
** made, which were not originally even claim- 
^* ed, the voice of reafon dircfls to retain as 
»* many of them as ihall indemnify for the ex- 
^* pences of the law fuit, and difable the ag* 
•* greffors from attempting the Ukc injuftice 
** for the future ; as on the other hand, when 
^< that right i^ inconteftibly eftabliflied, and 
<* not only thbfe loffes recovered, . but alfo a 
^* ftrfiicient indcitinification for the part, and 
^* feourity againft the future obtained, to grafp 
** at more inverts the nature of the conteft, 
*< and makes tjiofe the aggreiTors who before 
•* had jufticc on their fide. * 

** The fame middle rule hoWs equally good 
^* in rcfpecl to their affociates in the fuit ; fuch 
^* of them as have been involved in it merely ' 
^< on account of their connexion ^ith the ma- 
<< nor, ihould moft certainly be protected ; 
**^ that is if it can be done without ruining 
•* their prote&ors i farther than which nothing 

<• can ' 
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«* can oblige a community to go. Where that 
** cAnnot be, ielf-prefervation cancels every 
** tie ; and prudence commands to yield to a 
** neceffity that cannot be refifed, till an hap*- 
** pier hour fliall offer ifor redreffiag their 
** grievances, and making them amends for 
*' their Icfies ; and for thofe who may have 
^* entered into the difpute, to ferve particular 
*^* purpofes of their own, or for the fake of 
^* hire, it is abufing honour to fey that it h 
*' any way concerned to keep up a connexion 
" with them, one moment longer tham it rs 
** convenient. All that is necefl'ary to be done 
** is, not to break with them without giving 
^< them timely notice to provide for their own 
*^ fafety. 

** Of this the fteward is not infenfible ; but, 
*' though he is fecure of his lord's concurrence 
^* in whatever he thinks proper to do, there 
*^ are difficulties in his way, which make, him 
*^ at a lofs how to proceed, and imbitter the 
"enjoyment of his envied power. The par-* 
*^ ty which is for continuing the fuit is againft 
^^ him of courfe, from the circumftance of hb 
*^ comrng into the management of affairs in 
*< the place of their favourite, the late agent ; 
** (as for the old fteward, though fome of 
** them perhaps have not yet forgot the good 
** cheer he ufed to give them, as they have no 
^^ opinion of his capacity for bufinefs, they 
** give themfelves no great concern about his 
*^ difmiiHon) and even the more rational of 
" thofe who wiflh to fee the difpute termi- 
^^ nated) in an amicable and juft manner, are 
*' afraid he will be in fuch hafte to make it 
^^ up, in hopes of fecuring himfelf in his place. 
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** that he will not take fufficient care of their 
** interefts, nor make the moft of the advan- 
•* tages gained by his predcceffor, for fear any 
** part of the oierrt fliould redound to him. 

** Oppofed thus by one party, and diftrufted 
«« by the other, he ftands in the utmoft em- 
** barraffmenf, unable to follow the didtates 
** of his own judgment, and obliged to adopt 
** the meafurcs of thofe who alone will join 
** with him. Thefe are they who are for 
** compounding matters at any rale, at the 
•* head of whom is this perfon, who, as his 
•* great property makes a large portion of the 
** expence of the fuit fall to his fliare, has 
*' ever been averfe to carrying it on, weeping 
*' over the fucccfTes which have attended it, as 
** he imagined they would raifc the expedia- 
*' tions of the tenants ftill higher, and con-. 
*' fequently make the compofition be wanted 
•* to bring about more difficult. 

*< I have drawn this fhort iketch, to affifl 
** your judgment in a matter which preju- 
. •^ dice and party reprefent in fuch different 
** colours, i'o fome, perhaps, the concerns- 
** of a private manor may not feem worth fo 
** much trouble j but the heart of man, and 
" the motives of his anions,, which are the ob- 
** je<9s of your obfervation, arc often as clear- 
<* ly {hewn in fuch trifles as in matters of thre 
^ grcateft moment* ^^ But foft ! the grand de- 
** bate begins.'* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXII. 

Dlfputes Will arije^ where every man is for him" 
felf, A fur e melhcd of removing fcruples^ and 
reconciling oppojite opinions. The charaSfer of 
the GRAND COMPOUNDER finijhcd, Thi 
conclujion. 



c 



*Ompliments being mutually paid^ and 
judgment pafTed upon the feaft, and th© 
drefs and chara£iers of the entertainers and 
their various guefts, the company at ]eng k 
feated themfelves round a table, and the (lew- 
ard proceeded to bufinefs. 

'^ I have defired this meeting, gentlemen^ 
*' (fajd he) that I may have your advice how 
^^ to a£t in the affair of this law-fuit in which 
*' we are entangled. Whether it is to be car- » 
•' ried on, or made up ? and how we are to 
*' accompiifh which ever we refolve upon ? It 
^^ is a matter of confequence, and requires the 
*' moft deliberate care and attention ►" 

" )Vhether the law-fuit is to be carried of>^ 
^S or made up, fir ! (anfwered the grand cont- 
^y pounder) cannot, admit of a monaent'is doubt * 
** with any one who confiders the diftrefled 
** fituation to which we are reduced by il». 
** All our ready money is gone,/ and our farms 
** mortgaged fo deeply that no one will lend us 
** any more. How then fliould we carry it 
*^ on, if we were fo inclined ?. Or, how far are 
** we to go, even if we were able ? Wbenr firft 
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** we begun it, we were told that a term or 
** two would certainly bring our adverfary to 
** reafon. But we have gone on, terin after 
** term, I don't kiiow how long, at an cx- 
<^ pence that no otherpeople upon earth would 
** be fuch fools as to undertake i andftill are as, 
«^ far from a conclufion as the moment we fct 
** t)ut. As for the mighty advantages, which 
«< the lawyers and their party make (uch a noiiie 
•< about, what have they done but fiUed our 
«' wife heads with notions of new demands 
«* which our adverfary will never comply withj 
*« and we Ihould not have dreamed of making, 
**> had it .not been for them : So that, the more 
*♦ advantages as they are called we gam, the 
«< farther we are from the conclufion we wiih 
-*« for. The lawyers, indeed, have gained 
*< aavantages. They receive their fees from 
^< u«, and extort cofls from the adverfary alfo ; 
*< which, in our great wifdom, we have^ given 
^( up to theip, as an encouragement to be ho* 
*• jieft, inftead of rcimburfing ourfclvcs with 
'•* th^m as we ought ; and therefore they are in 
^^ Che right to fpin out the fuit as long as they 
"** can. JSut I hope their reign is at an end ; and 
*^ that we have feen our folly too plainly, to 
*^ be dupes to them any longer. My opinion, 
••* therefore, Mr. Steward is, that we compound 
•♦^^ the matter directly. We muft take care off 
*« ourfclves. Jny compofition In our cafe is 
«* better than nme.^' 

** It is to be hoped (replied one who fat at 
*^ the other fide of the table, and by his green 
** bag full of papers appeared to be their clerk 
*^ in court) that Mr. Steward will have more 
^^ /egard to bis own character (a confideration 
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<^ that appears to have loft ali weight vritb the 
«< gentleman who fpoke laft) as well as to his 
^< lord(hip'8 honour and the intereft of the saa« « 
<^ nor, than to be influenced by fuch fordid, bafe 
<< advice. It has been owing to fuch ficandalous 
<^ complaints of our inability to carry on the 
<< fuit, that it has continued fo long, tliey only 
^' having encouraged our adverfary to perfift, 
'^ not from any hope of getting the betltfof ua 
^' fairly, but of wearing out our refolutiom ; 
<< and if this is not dire£lly betraying his lord* 
<^ ihip, the confequence is }uft as bad/' 

So hon^e a charge put the cempnmder out of 
jail patience. He fiarted up, {puttering and 
foaming like a madman, for im paffidn had 
•deprived him <^ the power of utterance, and, 
tearing qpen his waificoat, was going to de« 
maud inftant iatiffadtion from his accufer* 
Sut a gentleman who (at at the upper end of 
the table interpofed, and cs^faiag hold of his 
•liand, <* For heaven's fake, fir, {faid he) how 
<^ can yott take notipeof what £e fays ? The 
^^ gentleman perhaps thinks that he will have 
^^ no more bufinefa, if the Aiit Ihould be made 
^^ up, and therefore fays any thing to fupport 
<^ it. But you have a fortune of your own, 
^' and do not depend upon the precarious in- 
** come of a place." 

" Whatever I depend on, (returned the 
*' clerk eagerly) I do not proftitute my honour 
'' and abilities, and make myfelf the hackney 
'* tool of every party that is uppermoft, to 
<' keep that place, changing like a weather- 
" cock with every guft of wind, and counter- 
^^ acting one day 4!he meafuresof the laft, as 
** I happen to be ordered/' 
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Such refiecHona were too general. Ererjr 
mouth ivas tnftancly opened to reply, when 
the fteward commanding filence, with a tone 
and air of authority, " I was in hopes, gen- 
** tiemen (iaid he).ihat you would have thought 
«« proper to dchberatc coolly on the nriatter I 
•* propofed to you j but, ioftead of that, you 
•* have fallen out among yourfclves, and that 
<< about nothing at all. You may all be af- 
•* fured, that whatever mcafures I take, no 
** gentleman here (hall be a fufferer. You, 
«' Mr. Clerk, need not be fo warm ! If the 
^^ fuit is made up, there are other places as pro* 
«* fitable as the one you have at prefent. I 
«< deiign to make you hdk clerk in my own 
^^ office, which I hope will remove all your 
«< fcruples ; and on the other hand, if it can-* 
** not be made up quite fo readily as you^ Sir, 
*< (addrcffing himfelf to the grand compounder) 
c« may wiih, there are ways of making up to 
♦* you, not only what you may fuffer by the 
<< delay, but alfo a good part of what you have 
*< been out of pocket already : fo that you had 
** no occafion for being fo much alarmed at 
•* what the gentleman faid, nor ftripping to 
*« fight with him, like a porter. Such wrang- 
** ling is moft unbecoming gentlemen." 

This fpeechjiealed all animofities, and rc- 
ftored the general harmony in a moment. 
The clerk bowed with a fmile of theme ft 
chearful acquiefcence J and the grand compounders 
unable to conceal his joy, blubbered out, Ic- 
tween laughing and crying, " I am forry. Sir, 
" that I ftiould mifbehave my/elf before you j 
•' but it was impoffible to bear fuch an afper- 
" fion unmoved, I am fure I have fliewn my 

^* ^ttachmcac 
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*• attachment to his lordfliip's honour and in- 
•^ tereft in many diflFerent inftances, in the 
** feveral capacities I have ferved him ini 
** When I was cockjwain of his barge, I 
'* obliged his watermen to wear a particular 
•* livery, at their own expence, and regulated 
•* their rank ; and t'other day again, when I 
^* was fteward of the manor on the other fide 
** of the river, I drove away thzt /muggier and 
** his gang who put them all into fuch a pa- 
^* nick, by the great preparations which I 
♦* made to attack them 5 and even in this very 
«* affair of the law-fuit, I have been at greatef 
^* expence than any man in the whole manor; 
** and it is very hard if a man may not evert 
^* fpeak who parts with (o much money fof 
*^ nothing. I am fure it has gone to my heart 
** many a time, when I have given awav the 
" rent of a whole farm at once ! After all thisi 
^^ I fay, it is too much to be accufed of be* 
^^ traying his intereft and honour. But, as I 
^' can depend upon your word, I fhall think 
** no more of it." 

Whefr the grand compounder had thus unbur- 
dened his heart, the fteward once more re- 
fumed the fubjefl: of their meeting. " As for, 
*' this law-fuft, gentlemen, (faid he) I own I 
" am heartily tired of it, as I prefume every 
*' man in his fenfes is ; and am determined to 
*' make it up as/oon as I can, that is, without 
" prejudice to his lordfliip's honour and the 
" real intereft of the manor, which, however 
*' feme people may pretend to diftinguifh be- 
*' tween them, are eflentially one and the fame 
** thing. But how to bring this about is the 
** difficulty. The mob is intoxicated with 
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*^ our itiocclles to fpch a degree, that they 
*^ would be ready to drag any man through 
^* the kennel who fliould only mention flop* 
** P^"g> though they do not even know what 
*^ ihey would be at, in going on. In tbefe cir« 
*< cumftances, I think it will b^ the beft way 
*< to let our adverfary privately know, that 
^ we arc not averfe to an accommodation ( 
*^ and that if he will fend one of his people 
^* here with fuch a propofal, to give a cdour 
^ to the affair, one of us will go to him, witii 
<< full power to fettle all matters in difputc 
<^ between us. In the mean while we muft 
*< let the lawyers go on, at kail till the end of 
*^ the term, to keep the mob in good humours 
<< and when the affair is iini(hed, we muft con- 
*^ trive to throw fome new bubble or other up 
^< in the air, for them to gaze at, which may 
** divert their attention from every thing elfe, 
<< This, gentlemen, is my opinion : I only am 
*^ at a lofs for a proper perfon to fend. It 
<< muft be one of fome confequence, to give 
^< weight to what he fays, and who does not 
^^ regard the abufe and irifults of tho^mob, of 
** which he will probably be the chief objeA, 
*' in the firft fallies of their refentment, before 
•' there can be any thing done to appeafe them." 
** I am the man ! (faid the grand compounder ^ 
^ ftarting up in a tranfport) I am the man ! 
** I have given proof, that I defy the refent- 
** ment of the moft defperate mob j and no 
*' pcrfon's word will have more weight with 
" our advcrfary than mine. I am intimately 
** acquainted with moft of his principal fer* 
* vants, with whom I have all along kept up 
** a friendly intercoufc ; which has made him 

^^ \Kvwk 
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*^ think that I am welt inclined to his intcte&i 
^^ fo that he will have proper regard to everv 
<^ thing I propofe. Let me but go; and I will 
•* undertake to fettle every thing." 

<^ With all mv hearty Sir^ ("aafweredr the 
*^ fleward) yoa mall go» fince you deiire iu 
** But take caie that your eageraeis is not feen' 
*< through^ and taken advantage of. I'll draw 
** up your inftru^ions without dday» and give 
^^ you a Aim of money to bear your charges, 
** that Ihall make you eafy ; for I know you are 
** not extravagant in your expences/' 

•' And do, pray Sir, (added the grand com- 
'^ pounder) add fome little matter on my wife's 
^* account. I know ihe will be foregoing too. 
** It will not be thrown away : ihe has an ex« 
<< cellent knack at fi(hing out fecrets, and will 
** be a great affiflance to me/' 

« Well Sir, (ireturned the ftiilvard} we Ihall 
^^ not difFer about that. But, gentlemen, there 
<* is one thing more« which I muft obferve to 
^* you. As you all approve of this ftep, I 
*' ihall expert that when the accommodation is 
^* concli^ed, you will all iign it as well as I ; 
^* for light as fome people make of the refent- 
^^ ment of a mob, I do not chuie to iland 
•* iingle before it neither." 

Matters being thus fettled, the company 
broke up ; and the grand compounder^ in the 
fullnefs of his joy, muttering tp himfelf as he 
pafTed me, ^< Aye ! aye ! let me alone to com* 
*^ pound matters ! I ihall not iland upon terms. 
•♦ Jny compoiition is better than noneP* I was 
fo provoked at his premeditated bafenefs, that 
forgetting the pofitive injundion of my guide, 
I could not fofbeai crying out aloud, *^ Vil- 
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<^ Iain ! take that !*' and at the fame time gave- 
him a kick on the pofteriors with all my might. 
But I foon had reafon to repent of mv ra(h- 
nefs.. The whole fcene inftantlj vaniined ! I 
awoke from my Rivn-ie; and found myfelf 
fitting in the fame chair, where I had forgot 
tnyfelf a few hours before, with the additional 
vexation of having broken my Ihin againft the 
frame of the table by my inconfiderate kick. 
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